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Towlineg is the Mewsletter of
Seattle Glider Council

FO Box 7184
Believue, WA 38003-11584

Chairman Soaring Society of America
Stephen Neftheraft 425-235-0231 P.O. Box E
Vice-Chairman Hobbs, New Mexico 68241
Jim Simmons 425-472-4722 505-392-1177
Treasurer WL ST
Chris Gunther 425-788-4001
Secretary S5A Region 8 Director
Michael Moore 206-790-7940 Steve Mortheraft 425-235-0231
Directors
Nelson Funiston 206-232-9416 Idaho SSA Governor
Mike Newgard 425-313-9754 Tom Dixon 208-376-5718

Heinz Gehlhaar 205-932-5428

Bruce Bullock 206-835-5927
Montana SSA Governor

Steve Ard 406-388-6887

SGC/Ephrata Homepage
i il
i se?.:.l'u:t?rl!;[:lesrtz?}] . Oregon S8A Governor
Jim MeMeil Stew Tittle 503-746-7032

Washington SSA Governor

€ Clubh
SGC Glubhouse Bob Wallach 206-723-2460

Ephrata Municipal Airport
20 Airport 5t NE, Building 625

Ephrata WA 98823 State Record Keeper
5038-754-3852 Bob Wallach 206-723-2460

SGC one-year membership renewal {January-December) US $35.
(SGC Membership is required for all tows behind an SGC towplane.)
SGC Family Membership {for 14 and older) US%10 each.
Towline-only Subscription US $25.

Canadian postage add US §5.

Other countries postage add US $12.

Tows {at Ephrata): $23.00 for first 1500° {minimum feg) + $1.00 per 100° above 1500°
Tows {airport other than Ephrata): $25.00 for first 1500" + $1.10 per 100" above 1500°
Aero Retrieve or Glider Ferry: $100 / tach hour

Ephrata Pilot Use Fee: 66 for the season or $11 per week (Sat-Fri)
{Mote: maximum limit if pilot fee paid by the week is $90)

Trailer Parking: $175.00 per season, or $27.00 per week (Sat-Fri)
RY Parking: $325.00 per season (+ $25.70 tax), or $55.00 per week {+ $3.95 tax) (Sat-Fri)

Weather Information:

NWS Spokane  509-353-2367
NWS Seattle 206-526-6087
FAA Weather 800-992-7433
Hotline (9800} 206-464-2000
Highway Report 206-268-4429

On the Cover:
Dave Hards sweeps the dedk in firs Caproni on & fow pass at Eptrala. Jim Sa';r_mwnq ofo.

Region B Clubs & Associations

Washington State Soaring Assoc.
FMB #1865

6847 Coal Creek Flwy

Newcastle, WA 95053-315%

www. wastatesoaring

Cascade Soaring

Wenaichee, WA

Arnia Clarke H08-884-2494

wiww, winternet. com/-blanikamicss

Columbia Basin Soaring Assoc.
Tri-Cities WA

Tom Seim b0S-627-5532

www tefn.orgichsa

Evergreen Soaring

Arlingion, A4

Haotling 425-235-8617

Harold Broomell 206-772-2112
Wy, evergreensoarning.arg

High Desert Soaring
Bend, OR
John Bentley 541-330-3905

Puget Sound Soaring Assoc.
Enurmiclaw, WA

Operations 206-660-0019
Stefan Perin 253-927-9183
www.pugetsoundsoaring.org

Silverstar Searing Association
Kelowna, BC

Hans Kruiswyk 250-763-1788
wiww, members.home. net/soar

Spokane Soaring Society
Spokane, WA

Dale Walker 509-466-0206
www.spokanesoaring.org

Vaneouver Soaring Association
Vancouver, BC

James Swank 604-590-6954
Clubhouse Voicemail: 604-869-7211
WAW VSA A

Willamette Valley Soaring Club
Forifand, OR

Information 503-647-0913
WIWW.IWYSC.OFG

Commercial Operations

Blanik America, [nc.
Wenatchee, WA
Vitek Siroky 509-884-8305

Skysigns

Arfington, WA

Glider Rides

John Carson 425-868-1282

Cascade Soaring
McMinnviffe, OF
Joe Deem 503-472-8805

Towplane lewision, I
Dave Doprion 509-243-9319
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For those of you who frequent Ephrats every year, strong lift is nothing
Layout Editor Hew To you, you have experienced it. Go you may want to skip this articla.
Max Karst For those of you considsring enduring the drive for the firsT time, let me
PO Box 4826 tell you fram my experisnce: It Is worth every milel
Seattle, WA 95194-0826 Being conservative and conscious about the outrageous price of gas, |
E-900-2471 check the local Ephrata weather frequently before departing. But when |
Fay 208-935-2086 do go, those observations pay off with World Class Soaring. How strong is

towline @cloudstreet.com

Production Manager
Mike Newnard (& family)

Membership & Address Changes
Chris Gunther
PO Box 7184
Bellevue, WA 98008-1184
435-788-4001
ckgunther@cablespeed.com

Towline is published periodically by the Seattie
Glider Council. Material is infended for the enjoy-
ment of soaring enthusiasls and is freely con-
tributed, The accuracy of the information and the
opinions expressed are the responsibility of the
coniributor. The editors reserve the right to modify
malerial o meet space restrictions. Permission is
grarted to reproduce material printed herein pro-
vided proper credit is given to the author and the
publication.

Conlribution of articles, photos, artwork and
fetters to the editor are highly encouraged. Make
contributions to Content Editors or Layout Editor
Whenever possilite, contributions should be via E-
mail in unformatled.ixi or as atiachmenis in com-
mon file formats (PC or Mac _doc, _txt or .rif). DO
NOT zend files heavily formatted with fables, buf-
lets, tabs, images, efc. Photos shouwld be separate
attachments. Maif hard coples of photos or other
material with stamped self-addressed envelope if
you want therm returned. Scanned images should
be jpeqg format as large as possible up to 8 inches
wide at 100 dpi resolution. A 5x7 print scanned at
200 dpi Is greal. Scan grayscafe at 256 or 1000s
of shades of gray Any technical questions may
be addressed fo Max Karsl al 206-933-6494 or
E-maif towline @ clovdstrest.com. While beggars
can't be choosers, exceptions will be made anly
grudgingly at the discretion of the editors.

the lifc? Kind of like the price of gas, it keeps going up. Seriously, there are
one ar two days each season where seratching aroung town is the best |
can do. But when it's strong, you have To be prepared to stay up and get.
aut of town.

Thought of skipping this story because you know all about Ephrata?
Well, | learn more and experience the most enjoyable soaring, every Time
| fhy there. | just love the place. The thing | don's ke is landing out in my
sallplans, but it's bound to happen surly as the wind blows. For a low time
pllot like myself, | find it crosg-country searing like being the big explorer:
Fushing out for virgin cues of ift, reaching them with just in time, on the
upwing side, hopefully connscting on the first pass, or at least after a
few figure &' While building cxperience, | rely on a Cambridae computer to
test my long legs, On these blue days, when dust devils are the only visual
indication of lift, a miseed thermal can get real interesting. Of covrse the
view is better at a lower altitude but there's really ho time to enjoy it. This
i5 whers training and rules get important.

On ang of my early fights, with a fisld picked out and my gear already
down, | spied twe dust devils coming my way, | mean it was right off a
cereal box, kind of like they had my name on them. That got me back up
and | had Mansfield made; then, as |ift increased at altituds the flight
back to Ephrata was a breeze. Another time, in a strong wind, my final
glides calculations went te pot Ten miles cut, Believe me, the gear was
down and | was shaking like a leaf Luckily | got. out. of there and made it
back. (Ficture 3 goes here somewhers)

But what | wanted to talk about is strong Tift. Like 1350 fpm or better.
On a flight to Omak, | was just outside of Mansfield, thermalling in 750
fpm. Being only a few milas from the airport, | #hought | would just collect
the Mansfizld Turmnpaint also Lucky me. Suddenty just over the airport,
the pansl becams alive. Both varios pegged, and singing a tune anly an
anginger could understand, | banked sharply, but eased off as it really
wasn'l hecessary and besides | didn’'t want to get dizzy. [ got up to
000 in nothing fial. Traveling up to Omak became quite sasy now, and of
course the scenery was great.

But on the return to Mansfigld the entive Flateau had overcastted.
From Mansfizld o Wenatchee, nothing but grey, and nothing over the
Mansficld airport. To the north it was still sunny, o rather than land, 1
headead out about & miles off-course to The north to find IFE, while still
retaining the option to head back for a Mansfisld-landing. At about 7
miles out and about. to give up, the sunny freshly plowed fislds proved the
text books right. From that point, | had 2 glide te Steam Boat Rock, ons
of my favarite sites, turning AL Steam boat and then a long relaxing 28
mile glide back to Ephrata,

Thiz region is = fascinating, | just got To tell you, | can't wait- Lo see
more,
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;Soaring
Championships

The Regional 8 Contest was held during the last week of June to avoid conflict
with the Sport Class Nationals which was at Montague. The contest was conducted
by Conlesl Manager Robert Wallach; CD Ron Bellamy; Chief Tow Pilot and Flight
Line Manager Jim simmons; amd Weather Guesser Steve Northeraft. 1 additian
to that we had cowntless suppart personnel. Of special mention must be Tom
Newgard for hooking up every glider every morning; Erin Newgarl, fur keeping
track af the entire launch sequence, and for collecting all the dollics and wing-
wheels in the Golf-cart: the entire Tow Pilot Crew: Michael Moore, Gene Bornhold,
Angus McKinnon, John Schawmtnrg, and backup pilot Bill Birney {who instead of
towing did a lot of line running); and the various folks who ran the lines from Lhe
towplanes (0 Tom and who did e wing-running; and finally, the entire Newgard
family: Beelky, Mike Erin and Totmn, for the fine Tood thar they fxed and secved.




Here are the details of the contest days:

Sunday, Practice day, 6/22
For all Classes: 2 hr MAT, Mansfield 26

Lous aof folks launched in a no-grid Launch and ther chased cach
other to the few thermals in an atterp 10 get altirode and get
away. The later starters had the hest chance.

Monday, Day 0, 6/23

The morning dawned as a beautiful day, with bright sunshine,
but a bit cool for Ephrata. And as the morning progressed, first
high cirrus and then even lower cloudiness appeared. At the 9:54
pilots meeting we got the news: Weak conditions, worsening
during the day. Tasks were set as [ollows.

Spores Clitss: 2.5 hr MAT with Mansfield ard Dry Falfs as mm
poings

1 5-meter Class: 2.8 hr MAT with Nifes Corner anef Dry Falfs as
(ILFTL PHHTMES

A back-up task for both classes was the same turn point but anly 2
hrs for minimeem time.

Crid Lime was set al 1200 while we were wailing for samething
resembling a trigger-temp. This in turn was delayed to 12:30, then
13:001; and finally cancelled hecause of weather: A dense overcast
prevented the sun [rom getling the jemperature (o above 73 deg,

Various things were done by different people. The day was
ended with a great evening feast put on by the Newgard family,
Becky, Mike, Tom aud Erin. They do serve gocd food, and lors of
it.

Tuesday, Day 1, 6/24

This morning started almost as a typical Ephrata day, just a little
cooler. And the forecast was for great soaring in the basin. Trigger
{emp was 73 and max lemp up to 81-82, with an inversion layer
at aboct 9000 A1, with a Jow likelihood of clouds. Grid time was
sl ab 12:00 and becaose ol the more slowly developing soaring
canditions, the backup task for both classes got called. Launchies
started at 12:30. At first we thought there would be no relights
required. Bul no soeoner had we launched the 2Znd-last glider when
they started coming in. One of them even required 3 re-lighis, hu
they too finally got away. The consensus was that near the airpori
the low-level thermals were real ragged and hard to core. Folks
wh got out toward north onte the plateau fared much better.
Tasks flown were as Follows:
Sports Class: 2.5 iir MAT with Wilbur as tarm point.
15-meter Class 2.5 hr TAT with Anderson. Davenporr and Chelan
as hn point.
Tim Martin ond Martin Dernis came in Ist & 2rud in Sports Class
Sin Larimore, end Mike Thompson came in 1 & 2 in 15-meter
Class

I the evening Becky, Mike, Tam and Ervin Newgard used the
remains of tast night's dinner, added some o it, and put on
ancaher super dinner for all of us. Some claimed this was even
better than yesterdays, but of course it helped that we could fly
and race, All of us ate a lot, socialized and partied until late into
the night.

Wednesday, Pay 2, 6/25

Wednesday was interesting day. The conditions seemed just
ideal and provmised to be even better in the aftermoon. Thus
ambitious tasks were sel, with backups that were promised nat to
be used. But as the morning went on, we found the temperature
did not come up, but the wind sure did. Murphy was a1 work
again. Grid time was 12:00 with launches stating somewhere
before 13:00, but not before the main and the back-up 1asks were
scrubbed and the task was cased o:
Sports Class: 2.0 hr MAT with Wilbur us e tum point.
I5-meter class: 2.0 hr TAT with 10 mile radii around Wilbur and
Odessa
Tim Mortin and Dave Brirgess came in 15t & 2nd in Spovts Clinsy
Stu Larimore, and Steve Northoraft, came in 1 & 2 in 15-meter
Class

This evening we had a catered barbeque which was followed «

by a talent show. Talent (or the fack of it) was displayed by man
and beast, Rick & Rita Edris and their poodles showed their

skills, up to and including a dance with Rick. Picture 2 goes here
somewhere. Tom Dixon showed off his dog keeping a ball balance
on his nose. Bob Wallach tried to get his dog to do tricks. Tim
Martin, accompanied by his guitar, sang to us. A lot of fellowship
flowed around and a good time was had by all. Sort of reminded.
me af lhe fun time | had as a youngster in the early1¥50"s with my
dad in our German $paring club on Doernberg.

Thursday Day 3. 6/26

After the fun party on Wednesday evening, the day started early
with conditions not tog wsual for Ephrata. I looked like good lifl
was to be had, but with an inversion layer at about 7.5k, And
soime wind along with potential wave condilions was promised.

Al the pilot meeting CD Bellamy reviewed all our safety aspecis
that we are observing and we really need to observe. Kudos were
extended to Mike Wren, the alrport manager. He is the first port
manager who has taken an active role in what we are doing and
he has heen really helpful te us. He has attended every pilot
meeting, and is out on the launch line every day, lending a hand.
We are so lucky and we feel teally welcome here,
The contestants were given these lasks:
Sports Class: 3.0 fir TAT with Niles Corner (15 mi), Creston (15
mi) and Mansfield (10 mi).
15-meter Class: 3.0 fir TAT with Niles Comer {15 mi) and Creston
(15 mi), and Mansfield (10 mi).
Crid time was again 12:00, and launches proceeded, this time
with ne re-lights.
Tim Martin and Martin Dennis came in 1si & 2nd in Sports Class
Stn Larimore, and Greg Mecklenberg, came in 1 & 2 in 15-meter
Class

This evening the coniestants were on their own. Some used 1he
fine Seattle Glider Counal Foundation Clubhouse to fix dinner.
Smine ook the oppertunity to sample the local restaurants,

Friday Dav 4, 6/27

This morning dawned beautiful in true Lphrata fashion, bright
sunshineg, nol a cloud in the sky, hardly any wind and nice and
warm. LUnfortunately the lorecast showed a fairly strong imversion-
layer at 7.5K but the forecast thenmal strength made up for that,
It was felt that some of the heating during the day might permit
thermals up to 10k, Tasks for the day were set at;
Sports Class: 3.0 hr TAT with Niftes Corner (15 mi)}, Creston (15
mi} and US-2 {5 mi).
15-meter Class: AST with turn point at Waterville and 7Bays.
Tony Burton ond N Hauvcfiecorne came in 15t & 2nd in Sports
Class
Mike Thompson and Stu Larimore came in I & 2 in 15-meter
Class

Thiz evening the contestants again were on thelr own to rest up
for Saturday's Awards Banquet.

Saturday day 5, 6/258

Here comes the real Ephrata weather! Bright sunshine and
het early i the morning. The only thing we need to do now, is
to get rid of that persistent inversion layer at about 8k, It just
won't wash away. Well, that makes the contest that much more
challenging. Weather Guru Mortheraft promised a trigger temp
af 85 at about 12:30 and a maximum temp of 97 with 5-6 kt
thermals, without cloud makers and low wind levels.

Tasks for the day were set at:

Sparts Class: 3 hr TAT with Waterville (20 mi). Creston (15
mil.

15-meter Class: 3 hr TAT with Chelan {15 mi), Davenport {15
mi}

At the 12:00 Grid time it already got so warm that there was
ne chance that the backup task would be used. After a brief
wait for the reports from the saiffers, Helmut in Y3, Rita in K5
and John in 5M, launch began and 49 minutes later botht classes
were off to the races, and everyone returned from their tasks in
tinee for the 7:00 PM Award banguet.

’ &



Teny Burtar and Martin Dennis came in I1st & 2nd
in Sparts Class Mike Thompson and S5ta Larimere
came in 1 & 2 in I5-meter Class

The statistic of this contest for both classes is shown
on Table 1. And the Owverall Region 8 Winners are:

— _Sray 2
3ndd Place with 399 poires, Martin Dennis in X7, DG-
202-17¢
2 Place with 4178 points, Jean-Claude Hanchororne
it JC, PW-S
1st Place with 4365 points, Tim Martin in 4Z, DG-400

Combined 15m & Sid Class:

3rd Place with 4370 points, Michael Newgard in 50,
Venins C

2Zrul Plice with 459 poinis, Mike Thompson in M1,
Veninus 2Bx

Tst Place with 4729 points, St Larfmore in 2Z, ASW-
27

Allin all we had ot great, fun and safe contest: Mo
damage to the gliders and the towplanes, and ooly a
few brirised egos.
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by
Heinz Gelhaar

A while aze we had and ml.-‘-r\eﬁring theead 0 one of tee
MEWSEroups on gera-retrieves, Trenroduce the salient items here
beeatse they should mnake al] u;‘ s think when we call for or go
Otka refrieve
Brian writes: & couple of weoks ago | had a rope bust while try-
ing o tow out of Monpoe.
owiies an unassisted take aff so the wing was in the grass and
the ropre broke as w started; | gor about 15" total: The reasan
the rape brake was Trecatse 10 bad been usedd untad i were o, 1
locked OR from Lie ouiside bui there were 4ot of broken siaaads
e vigible inside when the line was untwisted. Fronr what [ conld tell
= some strands lake more stress than:oihers and they let go first,
then a fewt athers, then the whole thing goes.
W spliced the line and T assume i is back wherever wow ropes
live, ready to cause mote probiems.

Here ave some of the Toblow aps with good thoughs:

Lo We probably should replace tow ropes every 30 oiten a new seb ol variables, ol thal Fan
(every two years?j. If you lugk al the hig picture, row suggesting we skip our assessment of the
ropes are cheap: Not good, i1 vour rope breaks while siluation, but knowing we have 3 new ope
iowing ol of Ranger Creek!]] wotld add another laver of sa Ff:t}. Edo not wal
£ Wesshould think about using a "new” rope {ar to imagine a rope brgak ot of Darringlon.

all of our aero- retrieves. Al our hame arport, 3. We have a long asro-towrope which is not used for
there are bail gulfemergency oplions that auything but long, over the mountain type tows. [ never
wi are all familizr with, An acro retricve thought of it before, but it shoukd probably be used for
from a different airpert comes with VIERY relrieve

4, Towing out of fur{*nﬁ Valley {or any short feld] is best witlia

| 50ft rope i
5. When | go out on ar aéro-retrieve §alwavs check the conditdon of
the rope before [ leave,
in Sumimary: Whent you go on a retrieve checko on those items:
= |5 the towline new or at least in very good condition?
= Ts the length of the towline appropriate for the Beld yvou will tow
ot af?
= D0 you need an adapter? And do ovou have 12

Baole that while a 5¢ [iu.-a_szer tonw tisg will not 4t inte a TOST hitely,
3 TOST tow ring can be plaged on a Schwetzer bype ]uti.ll with the
ereat possibility of the TOST tow 7ing becoining stuck in the hitch
mechanism making fow rape release ][npo;ts':l}lh

S5TW, this i2 a good page about towlines and tow fttings: hitp:/f
www.staTingsaiety. orgfsehool Aowpilot /tpe 2 hibm
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Seattle Glider Council
PO Box 7184
Bellevue, WA 98008

Stephen Northeralt

4200 S.E. 3rd Pl )
Renton, WA 0g(59-5144
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GROB 108 Motorglider for Rent

Available for rent $85 per hour, dry.
instructors available. Pacific AeroSport,
360-474-9384, Arlington WA, See www,
pacificaerosport.com for additional infar-
mation and requiraments.

GROB 109 Motorglider for Sale

Dual NAV-COM's: kX155 & K185
KT76 Transpondst

S Engincering Audio Fanel
Artificial Horizan

Engine: Factory fresh overhaul, Lim-

bach L2ZOOJEET-AA
Propeller Reconditionad @
Price: 345 900

Contact Chris Klix, Pacific AeroSport
LLE, 360-474-9354
www.pacificacrosport.com

VENTUS B 15/16.8

1883, Masak winglets, 02, GPS,
Sage, T/8, Dittel ATR 7208, Lx4000
wiGPS, tow-oul gear (wing wheeal, tail
dolly, tow bar), solar panel, Jaxida full
covers, spare main tire, Cobra trailar
wimetal top, Security 180 parachute.
40,000, 509-762-2174




