
Towline, June -July & August 2009 

___________________ 

Page  1  

June, July &August  2009 

TOWLINE  

 
 Pix by L. Edvinson 

Bill Elliot in JS1  

 

Table of Contents 
 

Region 8 DustUp '09 Contest ............................ 3 

18m Nationals at Ephrata ................................. 5 

Hall -of-Famer soars to U.S. Record ................. 6 

Baron Hilton Cup  .............................................. 6 

SGC Chairmanôs Note ...................................... 7 

World Soaring Championships ........................ 7 

Winglet Considerations..................................... 8 

First Fuel-Cell Powered Motorglider ............... 8 

Flying in the Ephrata Dust Up 2009................. 9 

Safety Ideas...................................................... 11 

Glider Port Rules for Teenagers .................... 15 

Ephrata news ................................................... 15 

Classifieds ........................................................ 16 

 



Towline, June -July & August 2009 

___________________ 

Page  2  

 



Towline, June -July & August 2009 

___________________ 

Page  3  

Region 8 DustUp '09 Contest
 

Our Region 8 Contest, the  Ephrata Dustup ó09  

was organized by Bruce Bulloch and in spite of 

having all sorts of obstacles put in his way, Bruce's 

vision and tenacious perseverance made it a super 

great success, and then some. 

 

26 gliders entered the contest, with a lot of first-

time constants. DustUp '09 started on the evening of 

Friday, May 22 with an orientation program. It then 

continued for three days over the Memorial Day 

weekend, Saturday through Monday, May 23-25. 

 

The Saturday task was a Turn Area Task: EPH to 

Mansfield (15 mi), then to Wilbur (20mi) and home, 

with a minimum time of 2:30 hrs.  

 

Everyone made it home, a lot of them somewhat 

early, which kept the recorded speeds somewhat 

low. However, speeds were still in the high 60s. 

 

The day's results showed John Gilbert in first, 

closely followed by Brian Case and Greg 

Mecklenburg.  

The Day-1 formal results were: 
 
 

Saturday Results  
Cumulative                                                Day             Speed             Distance         Remarks  
 Rank  Points  ID   Name                   Glider      Rank    Points  Hndcp   Actual    Hndcp   Actual    Code    

Penalty Points  
 ----   -----    --    ----                    ------       ----     ------   -----    ------     -----    ------     ----     --

-----  ------  
    1   1000   PY   Gilbert, Joh n          Standard C     1     1000    64.43   64.43     158.57  158.57    MT  
    2    988   V6   Case, Brian            HP - 16T         2      988    63.62   59.85    157.56  148.22    MT  
    3    960   3N   Mecklenburg, Greg      Ventus 2Bx     3      96 0    61.83   69.95    1 50.29  170.01    MT  
    4    944   2B   Finke, Kevin           ASW - 24         4      944    60.85   65.49    149.84  161.28    MT  
    5    933   BP   Gadowski, Dan          Discus 2B      5      933    60.08   64.88    145.15  156.7 5    MT15  
    6    930   4Q   Vreeken, Dennis        SZD - 55- 1       6      930    59.95   63 .70    146.92  156.13    MT  
    7    915   TE   Drake, Taylor          PIK - 20B        7      915    58.94   62.04     146.03  153.72    MT  
    8    898   KR   Wade, Noel             DG - 300         8      898    57.86   60.90    143.39  150.94    MT  
    8    898   M1   Thompson, Mike         Ventus 2Bx     8      898    57.85   65.44    155.67  176.09        
   10    892   DZ   Mason, Steve           LS - 4          10      892    57.44   60.46    150.62  158.55        
   11    872   ZG   Cserfoi, George        Mini - Nimbu    11      872    56.18   60.35    141.52  152.01        
   12    849   OA   Weller/Kasprzyk,       DG - 1000       12      849    54.71   61.20    137.2 9  153.56     
   13    839   5K   Edris, Rita            PIK - 20D       13      839    54.07   56.91    149.15  157.00      
   14    831   2F   Purves, Keith          ASW - 17        14      831    53.56   61.91    149.75  173.12        
   15    815   TU   Du ncan, Bob            DG - 400        15      815    52.49   57.68    148.71  163.42    
   16    797   NG   Nyberg/Gehlhaar,       DG - 1000       16      797    51.36   57.45    126.79  141.82    MT15  
   17    772   NO   Profota, Don           Ventus 2C     1 7      772    49.75   57.51    123.28  142.52    MT  
   18    762   FN   Johnson, TJ            PIK - 20D- 78    18      762    49.10   51.68    122.62  129.08    MT  
   19    755   AS   Bulloch, Bruce         Apis          19      755    48.65   45.89    122 .07  115.16    
   20    741   CT   Service, Doug          LET L - 33      20      741    47.75   40.46    135.91  115.18    SSA  
   21    739   62   Housler, Dan           Cirrus 17.    21      739    47.62   48.59    118.30  120.71    MT  
   22    687   B6   Clark, Roy             DG - 300        22      687    44.01   46.32    112.05  117.94            
   23    681   DD   Parzyk, Roy            PIK - 20B       23      681    42.07   44.28    106.87  112.49            
   24    680   Z4   Bradford, John         Ve ntus B      24      680    41.74   47.22    100.30  113.46    MT15  
   25    658   SD   Frith, Rob             HP - 18         25      658    34.73   32.67     85.86   80.77    MT15  
   26      0   X3   Brown, Travis          G - 102 Asti    26        0                                0.0    F   
 
Codes:  
   MT     Flight time less than minimum time.  
   MT15   Time > 15 Min. under minimum. task time.  
   F      No flight log.                 
 

 

 

Sunday dawned with an even better weather 

forecast. The Sunday task also was a Turn Area 

Task: EPH to Nill es Corner (15 mi), then to Odessa 

(20mi), then to Mansfield (10mi) and home, with a 

minimum time of 3:00 hrs. With a great Ephrata day, 

and with mostly good cloud-streets, we had speeds 

in the high 60s up to 73 mph. Mike Thompson was 

first, closely followed by Greg Mecklenburg and 

Brian Case.  

 

The formal results for Day-2 were: 
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Sunday Results  
Cumulative                                                Day             Speed             Distance         Remarks  
 Rank  Points   ID   Name                   Glider      Rank    Points  Hndcp   Actual    Hndcp   Actual    Code    

Penalty Points  
 ----   -----    --    ----                    ------       ----     ------   -----    ------     -----    ------     ----     --

-----  ------  
    1   1 957   V6   Case, Brian            HP - 16T         3      969    63.15   59.41    213.71  201.04            
    2   1945   3N   Mecklenburg, Greg      Ventus 2Bx     2      985    64.24   72.67    196.35  222.11        
    3   1898   M1   Thompson, Mike         Ventus 2Bx     1     1000    65.20   73.76    207.79  235.06            
    4   1852   DZ   Mason, Steve           LS - 4           4      960    62.62   65.91    187.28  197.14    MT  
    5   1850   PY   Gilbert, John          Standard C    10      850    55.45   55.45    206.55  206.55            
    6   1813   KR   Wade, Noel             DG - 300         6      915    59.65   62.79    190.00  200.00            
    7   1788   BP   Gadowski, Dan          Discus 2B      9      855    55.73   60.19    175.22   189.22            
    8   1760   2F   Purves, Keith          ASW - 17         5      929    60.57   70.02    181.16  209.43    MT  
    9   1712   NG   Nyberg/Gehlhaar,       DG - 1000        6      915    59.64   66.71    177.86  198.95    MT  
   10   1707   TU   Duncan, Bob            DG - 400         8      892    58.16   63.92    174.33  191.57    MT  
   11   1701   2B   Finke, Kevin           ASW - 24        15      757    49.39   53.16    182.15  196.05            
   12   1697   4Q   Vreeken, Dennis        S ZD- 55- 1      14      767    50.00   53.13    182.49  193.93    
   13   1658   5K   Edris, Rita            PIK - 20D       11      819    53.42   56.23    178.52  187.91   
   14   1637   OA   Weller/Kasprzyk,       DG - 1000       12      788    51.39   57.48    159.47  178.38     
   15   1518   62   Housler, Dan           Cirrus 17.    13      779    50.80   51.84    152.15  155.25    MT  
   16   1479   FN   Johnson, TJ            PIK - 20D- 78    18      717    46.76   49.22    142.22  149.71        
   17   1471   NO   Profota, Don           Ventus 2C     19      699    45.60   52.72    168.46  194.75            
   18   1432   Z4   Bradford, John         Ventus B      16      752    49.05   55.48    145.88  165.02    MT15   
   19   1377   SD   Frith, Rob             HP- 18         17      719    46.86   44.08    156.51  147.24            
   20    915   TE   Drake, Taylor          PIK - 20B       21        0                                0.0    F        
   21    872   ZG   Cserfoi, George        Mini - Nimbu    21        0                                0.0    F        
   22    755   AS   Bulloch, Bruce         Apis          21        0                                0.0    F        
   23    741   CT   Service, Doug          LET L - 33      21        0                                0.0    F        
   24    687   X3   Brown, Travis          G - 102 Asti    20      687    44.69   42.48    133.13  126.55    MT     
   24    687   B6   Clark, Roy             DG - 300        21        0                                0.0            
   26    681   DD   Parzyk, Roy            PIK - 20B       21        0                                0.0    F  
 
Codes:  
   MT     Flight time less than minimum time.  
   MT15   Time > 15 Min. under minimum. task time.  
   F      No flight log.         
 

After a long wait on the grid for the trigger temperature to arrive, the Day-3 Monday task was finally 

cancelled at 2:00pm. (Shortly thereafter quite few launched anyway and flew the minimum-distance task 

successfully; but that did not count.) 

Thus Brian Case was declared the 

winner, with Greg Mecklenburg -

second, and Mike Thompson -third. 

 

Besides tenacious Bruce Bulloch, 

who also was the Contest Manager, 

these folks really worked long days to 

make the Ephrata Dustup ó09  the 

great success it was: Ron Bellamy, 

Contest Director; Jim Simmons, Tow 

Pilots;  Paul Sjoberg, Flight Line 

Crew;  Nelson Funston, Scoring and 

Noel Wade ,Weather. In addition a ot 

of folke helped on the line, and even 

more provided good food and drink in 

the cluhouse; and in the background, 

making sure everything ran smoothly 

and safely, was Steve Northcraft. 
                                  Dan Housler in the Grid                     Pix by W Woodmansee 
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18m Nationals at Ephrata 
A lot of your Seattle Glider Council members worked very hard to put on a successful 18-m National 

Soaring Contest at Ephrata during June 30 to July 7, 2009. Everybody had a great time, and the weather could 

not have been better.  

Bill Elliott summarized it best when he wrote to Google ras:  

We had a great time at Ephrata this year.  The 
organization was superb and the weather even 
better.  This is clearly a great soaring site that rivals 
Uvalde in many ways and it is much cooler.  I can't 
say enough about how well run everything was 
there from the soaring activities to the social events 
that kept everyone comfortable, entertained, and 
well fed.  The racing weather had everything from 
tough blue days, to scattered Cu, Uvalde like Clouds 
Streets, and the occasional rain outbursts to deal 
with provided for great racing and a good test of 
everyone's skills.  If you have not flown at Ephrata, I 
highly recommend you take a trip to this beautiful 
site.  

711 flew a great race keeping the heat on all the 
time--I did my best and just couldn't catch him!  
Tom really pulled at all the stops and just plain beat 
us!  Of course, Gary Ittner (P7) was close on his 

heels (and mine) and proved himself once again 
with a strong finish taking 2nd.  

And, 7V was definitely in the hunt showing us all 
that he still has lots of great soaring in him and the 
will to win as he took 1000 points for Day 1 and Day 
2 and kept knocking hard at the door each day.  
Many others had great flights to--too many to 
mention.  

Everyone at the contest seemed to have a great 
time and flew well.  I was delighted to spend time 
with so many old friends and I got to make lots of 
new friends that I will look forward to seeing many 
times in the future.  I had a blast and look forward 
to flying there again.  

Ah, those Columbia Basin dust devils are still 
dancing in my head!  

Bill Elliott, WE  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         Bill Elliott in JS1                               Pix by L. Edvinson 
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Last Day and Final Results 
2009 18 Meter Nationals  

Ephata, WA  

Thursday, July 09, 2009  

 

Official  

18 Meter Class Day 8  

 

Task: Turn Area      

    ID   Name                 Distance (Miles)   Radius  

     2   02 Start Gat           0.00              5.0  

     4   04 Anderson           5 0.44             15.0  

    21   21 Kramer Rc         133.38             15.0  

    43   43 Watervill         217.72             15.0  

    13   13 Creston           290.44             20.0  

     3   03 FinishGa          344.93              2.0  

 

 Minimum Tim e04:00  

 

 Cumulative                                                Day                              Remarks  

 Rank  Points  ID   Name                   Glider      Rank    Points  Speed   Distance  Code    Penalty  Points  

 ----   -----    --    ----                    ------       ----     ------   -----    --------   ----     --------  ------  

    1   7845  711   Kelley, Thomas         ASG - 29         3      986    84.49  352.11            

    2   7782   P7   Ittner, Gary           ASG - 29         1     1000    85.66  34 2.85            

    3   7744  JS1   Elliott, William       Jonker JS1     7      934    80.00  326.30            

    4   7602   7V   Gimmey, Ray            ASG - 29         5      955    81.83  341.90            

    5   7412   K1   Kramer, Dale           Ven tus 2Cx     4      965    82.63  350.50            

    6   7357   BB   Cochrane, John         ASW - 27         6      949    81.26  333.99            

    7   7309   W3   Welles, Tim            Ventus 2Cx     2      990    84.85  339.33    MT         

    8   7269   F8   Gawthrop, Bill         ASH - 26E       11      892    76.41  335.56            

    9   7236   YO   Nadler, David          Antares       12      886    75.92  320.33            

   10   7233   CW   Woods, Chris           ASG - 29        18      836    74.91  310.60    SP      38   

 

   11   7073   50   Newgard, Mike          Ventus CB     10      899    77.02  323.43            

   12   7060   97   Sullivan, Monty        Ventus 2Cx    17      839    71.90  287.27    MT         

   13   6843   3N   Meckle nburg, Greg      Ventus 2Bx    19      833    71.33  293.38            

    G   6687   C6   Chambers, John         ASW - 27        13      871    74.63  303.71            

   14   6648   RV   Van Grunsven, Richar   Antares        9      902    77.26  312.03            

   15   6645   M1   Thompson, Mike         Ventus 2Bx    20      819    70.12  288.86            

   16   6467  11L   Oldershaw, Paul        Ventus b      16      850    72.79  324.06            

   17   6406   LX   Murray, John           ASG - 29         8      909    77.85  311.10    MT         

   18   5775   CM   Crosina, Mario         Ventus 2ax    15      865    74.12  306.84            

   19   5477   2Z   Larimore, Stu          ASW - 27        22        0              0.0    F        

 

   20   5012   5S   Salkeld, Edwin         ASH - 26E       14      866    74.16  309.29            

   21   4840   GU   Gunther, Christian     LAK - 17A       21      721    61.79  274.24            

 

Codes:  

   MT     Flight time less than minimum time.  

   SP     Start penal ty                  

   F      No flight log.                 

 

Hall-of-Famer soars to U.S. Record 

By AOPA ePublishing staff 

After decades of pioneering the sport of soaring, 

Tom Knauff is still breaking new ground. Knauff, a 

member of the Soaring Hall of Fame, set a U.S. 

multiplace motorglider record for out-and-return 

speed over a goal-and-return course of more than 

500 km on May 10. The record must be verified by 

the Soaring Society of America and the National 

Aeronautic Association. 

Knauff flew his Schempp-Hirth Duo Discus T 

high-performance sailplane 423.042 miles at an 

average speed of 97.56 mph with copilot Jack 

Goritski. The flight began and ended at Ridge 

Soaring Gliderport in Julian, Pa., with a pre-declared 

turnpoint near Mountain Grove, W.V.; it also 

qualifies for a distance record in a new category that 

allows up to three turnpoints. 

Knauff, who still holds multiple soaring records, 

owns a gliderport and catalog business with his wife, 

fellow Hall-of-famer Doris Grove. 

Baron Hilton Cup 
A new Barron Hilton Cup competition cycle has 

begun on 15 March 2009 and will run through 14 

March 2010. Unfortunately the visits to the Hilton 

Ranch for the Barron Hilton Cup winners are over 

after this year's visits from last year's winners. The 

winners of the 2008/09 cycle of the BHC will come 

to the Flying-M-Ranch this June and this is the end 

of a 30 year affair. 
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SGC Chairmanôs Note 
 

Its mid season at Ephrata and so far it has been 

pretty successful as the participation level is up from 

the last couple years. 

 

Over the Memorial Day weekend we sponsored 

the ñEphrata Dustupò contest camp and it was well 

attended with 26 participants.  Brian Case from 

Idaho was the ñofficialò winner, but I think if you 

talk to anyone who was there, theyôll tell you that 

everyone came out a winner.  We had excellent 

soaring conditions for the 2 days of the competition 

and we all had a good time.   

 

The Dustup also started a run of soaring at 

Ephrata in which we had towpilots available for 5 of 

the next 6 weeks; we had the Evergreen 

encampment, Tony Wiederkehrôs encampment, the 

Williamette Valley encampment, and the two weeks 

of the 18 Meter Nationals.  The good soaring 

available at Ephrata was reflected in the OLC 

standing as a number of excellent flights have been 

turned in by local pilots.  Many members have 

logged flights of over 500 kilometers, including 

flights of over 600 kilometers by Len Edvinson, 

Tom Kreyche, and Helmut Gebenus.  As a result, 

Ephrata is now solidly in third place in the OLC 

airport standings in the US, while the SGC is in 

fourth in the US club standings.  

 

The recently completed 18 Meter Nationals at 

Ephrata saw tremendous conditions and the 

participants all came away wanting more.  The 22 

contestants flew both practice days and then 8 of the 

10 scheduled contest days.  With good conditions 

almost every day, winning speeds were consistently 

in the 80+ mph range, and pilots turned in flights 

well over 300 miles throughout the contest.  In the 

end, Tom Kelley from Santa Fe, NM was the 

winner, with Gary Ittner of Los Angeles a close 

second, and Bill Elliott from Alabama third.  It was a 

great race, with the final outcome in doubt right up 

until the last day. 

 

While we have no more events scheduled for 

Ephrata this season (the CAP encampment is 

winding up as I write this), there is a glider 

encampment scheduled to take place in Twisp at the 

beginning of August.  It will be interesting to see 

what kind of soaring conditions are encountered up 

there as we donôt get to fly in that area very often out 

of Ephrata.  Hopefully it will be successful and 

generate interest in the future for exploring other 

potential soaring locations in the Washington area.  

 

On the negative side, we had a fatal accident at 

Ephrata during the second practice day of the 

Nationals.  Tim Donovan, an experienced contest 

pilot from New Hampshire, was killed in a single 

aircraft accident.  While the circumstances are still 

being determined, a preliminary report is available 

on the NTSB website.   I think we all should take a 

moment to reflect on this and remember that the 

margins of safety in this sport are smaller than we 

would like to think, and remind ourselves that safety 

must be an imperative. 

See you at the airport, 

 

Stephen Northcraft 

 

 
 

World Soaring Championships 
The Soaring Society of America recently received 

confirmation from the International Gliding 

Commission that the U.S. bid to host the 2012 

World Soaring Championship has been accepted. 

Uvalde, Texas will be the site for the competition, to 

be held July-August, 2012. (Exact dates yet to be 

established.) The contest will feature the world's 

finest soaring pilots, competing in Open, 18 meter 

and 15 meter ships.  

Key to bringing the World's to the U.S. in 2012 were 

the efforts of Linda Murray, who drafted the U.S. 

proposal and bid, and Ken Sorenson, who will be the 

competition director, as well as Eric Mozer and Rick 

Sheppe, who are the U.S. representatives to the IGC. 

Al Tyler has agreed to be the Excom representative 

responsible for overseeing the work to be done 

between now and the contest. More details will be 

forthcoming as plans progress. 



Towline, June -July & August 2009 

___________________ 

Page  8  

 Winglet Considerations 
Mark D. Maughmer, Timothy S. Swan, and 

Steven M. Willits of the Pennsylvania State 

University wrote an interesting article:  The Design 
and Testing of a Winglet Airfoil for low-speed Aircraft.  
You can find the article at 
 http://www.mandhsoaring.com/Why%20Winglets/TS-03.pdf.  

It gives detailed design information about 

winglets. Some of the lead-in text gives us 

interesting information about winglets and their 

function. I excerpt them here: 

 

The on-going process to improve the performance of 
modern sailplanes has resulted in vehicles having a level 
of aerodynamic refinement that is quite remarkable. 
Competition sailplanes in classes that are restricted to 
maximum allowable wingspans of fifteen meters have 
achieved lift-to-drag ratios of nearly 50:1, while gliders in 
the class without a span restriction have spans of over 
thirty meters, aspect ratios over fifty, and maximum lift-to- 
drag ratios in excess of 65:1.  

The design of a successful high-performance sailplane 
is, however, significantly more difficult than striving only to 
maximize the lift-to-drag ratio. This is because in flying 
cross-country, the sailplane must be able to climb 
effectively in thermals, as well as be able to glide 
efficiently between thermals at high speeds. Thus, a 
successful design must balance the conflicting 
requirements of climbing and cruising over a broad range 
of possible soaring conditions.  

To climb efficiently, a sailplane must be able to circle 
tightly with a low sink rate at low speeds and high lift 
coefficients. For these flight conditions, the induced drag is 
the largest contribution to the total drag. Inter-thermal 
cruise, on the other hand, corresponds to flight at high 
speeds and low lift coefficients, and the profile drag is the 
largest contributor.  

To further improve the performance of sailplanes, 
efforts have been ongoing since the late 1980ôs to design 

winglets specifically for this application, the design goal 
being to reduce the induced drag more than the additional 
area increases the profile drag. Because the induced drag 
decreases and the profile drag increases with increasing 
airspeed, the outcome of this trade-off is strongly 
dependent on airspeed. Thus, the gains in performance 
that winglets provide are greatest at low speeds and 
progressively less as the airspeed increases. For these 
reasons, the airfoil used on the winglets is a critical factor 
in whether or not the winglets operate as desired. To 
benefit the low-speed climb, the airfoil must achieve a 
reasonably high maximum lift coefficient, while at high 
speeds and low lift coefficients, low profile drag is crucial. 
To satisfy these requirements, an airfoil has been 
specifically designed for this application.  

Design Requirements  
Because a winglet does not operate exactly as a wing 

does, the performance benefits of the airfoil used, is 
designed specifically for that purpose. To do this, it is 
necessary to fully determine the operational conditions of 
the winglets and how they relate to those of the wing. 
Because the principal benefit of a winglet is in climb, the 
airfoil performance at low flight speeds is of primary 
importance. Thus, the airfoil must generate the maximum 
lift coefficient required by the winglet as the aircraft main 
wing approaches stall. Likewise, low-drag performance 
over the entire operating range is important, but must be 
considered in conjunction with other constraints. Because 
the profile drag increases with velocity squared, a large 
drag coefficient at low lift coefficients would severely 
penalize the aircraft performance at higher flight speeds. 
This drives the low lift-coefficient portion of the airfoil drag 
polar. The degree to which these considerations influence 
the overall performance is difficult to ascertain without 
considering the entire flight profile of the sailplane. 

 

Then the article goes through the details of the 

design/measurement- process. So remember, not 

only are winglets sexy, they help while thermalling 

but they hinder at high speed.  

 

First Fuel-Cell Powered Motorglider 
In July 2009  the Antares DLR-H2 (for much more info, 

goggle Antares DLR-H2) took off at Hamburg Airport in 

Germany using only power from fuel cells, a feat 

that its builders say is a first for a piloted aircraft. 

The motorglider, built by the German Aerospace 

Center, flies with zero carbon-dioxide emissions and 

is much quieter than similar aircraft. "This 

motorglider achieves new quality standards in the 
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field of high-efficiency, zero-emission energy 

conversion and clearly demonstrates the progress 

that has been made in fuel-cell technology," the 

Aerospace Center said in a news release.  

The fuel-cell glider is a Antares 20E derivative with Pods 
 

The German Aerospace Agency DLR, Lange 

Aviation, BASF Fuel Cells and Danish company 

Serenergy teamed up for the project, with Airbus 

contributing some work. They said the glider was 

unique worldwide. 

The DLR-H2 is based on the Antares 20E 

motorglider, and has a wingspan of 20m (66 ft). and 

weighs about 660kg (1450 lbs). She carries the H2 

tank under the right wing and the Fuel-Cell under 

the left wing. With its fuel-cell propulsion system, 

the aircraft can stay aloft for five hours and reach 

speeds of about 105 mph. 

 

 

 
 

Flying in the Ephrata Dust Up 2009 

by Mark Nyberg 

Heinz and I joined the DG-1000 group as part of a 

plan to become better cross country soaring pilots.  

Our mentoring began with Jim Simmons and 

continued with us analyzing our flights, challenging 

each other to break bad habits and encouraging each 

other to develop good habits.  This did not prevent us 

from getting caught low and far from home, but we 

always had lots of fun.  The next step was to fly in 

the Ephrata Dust Up 2009 Contest. 

On the first day we got to the top of the start gate 

quickly and left  it about 15 minutes after it opened 

and had no trouble completing the task.  We were 

surprised to learn that we were the first to complete 

the task.  Unfortunately, we finished at least 20 

minutes under the 2.5-hour minimum.  After scoring 

increased our task time to 2.5 hours, our average 

actual speed was 57.45 miles per hour -- putting us in 

16
th
 place.  The winner of the day was John Gilbert 

with an average actual speed of 64.43 mph over a 

distance of 158.57 miles.  Johnôs flight computer 

failed early in the task and he flew the day using 

basic instruments.  This certainly proved that the pilot 

is a bigger success factor than the technology. 

On the second day Heinz and I went through the 

start gate at about 9,000 feet ï determined to better 

our score.  Heinz was becoming expert with the 

onboard flight computer and about 50 kilometers out 

on course he declared we were going to finish too 

early.  How did he know? 

First Turnpoint 

Our task was to fly from Ephrata to Niles Corner 

(15 mile radius), Odessa (20 mile radius), Mansfield 

(10 mile radius) and back to Ephrata.  The minimum 

flight time was 3.0 hours.  After we had been on 
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course for about 20 minutes, Heinz calculated that if 

we flew to the turnpoints themselves (flying 187.73 

miles at about 70 mph) we were going to finish 

early.  We needed to extend our task by fly deeper 

into the turnpoint areas to increase our distance, so 

we extended our course by flying to a big cloud about 

10 miles north of Niles Corner as our first turnpoint. 

We had observed that the strongest thermals were 

punching through the inversion layer and forming 

clouds, so clouds were good lift indicators that day.  

Our strategy was to fly at 85 knots between clouds 

and ignore the weaker lift. 

Second Turnpoint 

Once we reached cloud base we put the nose down 

and headed toward Odessa.  Unfortunately, Odessa 

turned out to be in a big blue hole, and the line 

Odessa-Mansfield looked all blue.  One (better) 

option would have been to increase our distance by 

gliding out into the blue towards Odessa and then 

gliding back to the clouds ï hoping to regain the lost 

altitude and then go to Mansfield(which, as it turned 

out, was what the fastest pilot of the day 

did). Another option was to just nick the Odessa 

circle and safely follow the cloud street towards 

Mansfield. And that is what we did ï cutting that leg 

short but minimizing our chances of landing out. 

Third Turnpoint 

The cruise to Mansfield was much easier than we 

thought. Condition along that leg really improved and 

we were able to dolphin at great speed. About the 

time we crossed the coulee we found a thermal that 

took us above our final glide altitude.  Once again 

Heinz determined that we were going to finish early 

and we had to extend the task as much as possible.  

Our best option was to stretch our distance around 

Mansfield (to a point on the northern edge of the 10-

mile radius) before heading home.  We glided around 

our adjusted turnpoint and let the glider take us 

home, again arriving early, but this time only a few 

minutes. 

Our average speed for the task was 66.71 mph 

over 198.95 miles.  That moved us into 6
th
 place for 

the day and 9
th
 place overall.  The weather was 

weaker on the last day of the contest, so that task was 

cancelled and some of us did some fun flying. 

Lessons Learned 

1. Itôs easier to fly long distances between thermals 
in a 46:1 than in a 34:1 glider.  The ñlonger legsò 

are especially nice when the lift is fading and I 

want to make it home. 

2. A high performance glider is not necessary.  First 

time contest pilots made it around the course just 

fine using basic instrumentation and flying our 

clubôs Apis, L-33 and Astir. 

3. Heinz likes to joke and say ñI never met a thermal 

I didnôt like.ò  Itôs easy to waste 15 minutes or 

more on a single thermal while trying to work 

weak lift.  Unless Iôm low, itôs important to 

discipline myself to pass up the weak lift.  Also, 

J. C. Hauchecorne recommends leaving a thermal 

when its strength has reduced by 50%.  That 

works well for me. 

4. There are no style points for thermalling.  Learn 

how to center a thermal quickly and work it 

aggressively.  Besides, I find it annoying when 

someone passes me in the thermal and then goes 

out on course when I am still scratching my way 

up. 

5. Fly a higher-performance glider faster.  Itôs good 

cross country training to learn how to fly a glider 

at best L/D ï which is generally in the mid 50ôs 

for club gliders.  That being said, the strong lift 

around Ephrata and the increased performance of 

the DG-1000 call for inter-thermal speeds that are 

much higher than best L/D. 

6. Fly faster by learning Macreadyôs system.  I canôt 

fly a 200 mile task with an average speed of 30 

miles per hour unless I find a really long soaring 

day.  Even if Iôm not racing against other gliders, 

Iôm always racing the sun.  In order to fly farther 

I need to learn how to fly faster. 

7. Itôs fun flying with a friend.  Instead of asking 

myself ñwhat would Heinz do?ò  I can just ask 

Heinz ñwhat do you think we should do?ò 

Epitaph 

John Daly, we thank you for doing what you did with 

your great ship. Never in a million years would we 

have had the opportunity to fly our first contest in 

such a magnificent glider. We hope we did you 

proud. We certainly learned a lot and we had a lot of 

fun.   Thank You! 




