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A Word from the Treasurer 
It won't be long and Ephrata is going to open for 

another season of spectacular soaring. This means 

you got to get your glider ready if you haven't done 

so by now and,- more important, from the treasurer's 

viewpoint, you should mail your check in for those 

nasty fees that  make the Ephrata operation   

possible. 

Most of you are aware that Pat  Dunston has 

retired from walking the flight line to see who 

dropped off a glider trailer, and perhaps a RV, in 

preparation for sending you a bill. Since we don't 

have Pat's invaluable resource anymore, our goal is 

to depend on you to simply mail in your check for 

the fixed fees like membership, facility fee, and 

trailer parking. This already works reasonably well 

for the seasonal users. Short time visitors are also 

requested to pay their fixed fees prior to arrival at 

the airport with an indication of planned length of 

stay. Please keep your e-mail address current. We do 

not have good visibility concerning non-deliverable 

e-mails. 

Billing has become a significant expense of our 

operation and your cooperation with the above 

requests is appreciated. I look forward to seeing you 

at EPH. 

Chris Gunther, SGC Treasurer 

Ephrata Dust Up 2010 
by Bruce Bulloch 

Get ready for the Ephrata Dust Up 2010! 

Itôs time to mark your calendar for the Ephrata Dust 

Up 2010!  The Dust Up will be held this year over 

the Memorial Day weekend. Weôre looking forward 

to holding an exciting event. 

This contest is unique for Region 8, not only in 

that it is a three-day competitive event, but also in 

the way it combines competition and education. The 

Ephrata Dust Up is designed to give first-time 

contest pilots a solid foundation in soaring 

competition. For those with a few contests already 

under your belts, it is the opportunity to learn from 

some of the regionôs most successful competitive 

pilots and bring your own competitive skills to a 

new level. Weôll hold educational sessions during 

the contest.  

2010 Ephrata Fees 

 

A subscription form can be downloaded from the 

SGC web site at www.seattleglidercouncil.org. Mail 

your check with the subscription form to  

SGC, P. O. Box 7184, Bellevue, WA 98008. 

  

 Membership (Jan -Dec)  $35 

 Family Membership   $10 

 

 Seasonal Fees (opening to closing) 

 

  Facility Fee  $66 

  Trailer Parking $175 

  RV Parking  $350 

 

 Weekly* Fees (one week minimum) 

  Facility Fee  $11 

  Trailer Parking $27 

  RV Parking  $60 

 * week is defined as 7 consecutive days 

 

 

 

Ephrata Dust Up 2010 --Continued ------ 
 

Last year we had twenty-five gliders participating 

in the contest and everyone had a great time. As Stan 

Kasprzyk reported in his blog: 

ñCompetition is fun. We had a blast in the 

preparation, out on course as we crossed 

other's flight paths and observed their 

strategies, and after the day's competition as 

we "told war stories", compared results, and 

generally developed more camaraderie with 

our flying mates. I highly recommend 

entering your next available local contest. 

You WILL learn a lot, and have fun in the 

process!ò 

First-time competition pilots found the contest 

sharpened their cross-country soaring skills. Flying a 

contest task is an exciting experience that pushes 

you to focus on the efficiency of your soaring 

technique. Itôs a lot of fun and a great social 

gathering for the soaring community. 

You can find details on the contest website. Go to 

http://www.dustup.org then sign up for The Ephrata 

Dust Up 2010!  

http://www.seattleglidercouncil.org/
http://www.dustup.org/


Towline, December  2009 & January 2010 

___________________ 

Page  4  

Support your little old  Airport 
AOPA Airport Support Network (ASN) 

volunteers serve as AOPA's first line of defense by 

being our local eyes and ears. AOPA needs your 

help to promote the value of GA in your community 

by volunteering at your airport today! We are 

currently looking for volunteers at Dorothy Scott 

(0S7), Jefferson County International (0S9), 

Sunnyside Municipal (1S5), Colville Municipal 

(63S), Chehalis-Centralia (CLS), Bowers Field 

(ELN), Lopez Island (S31), Methow Valley State 

(S52), Kenmore Air Harbor Inc. (S60), and 

Sanderson Field (SHN). See a complete list of 

airports that need volunteers. Learn more about the 

APOA ASN program and submit a nomination to . 

Pilot@aopa.org 

SSA Convention 
by Heinz Gehlhaar 

In spite of the "wonderful" weather (28
0
 F, with 

rain/sleet, & a local emergency declaration) the SSA 

Convention in Little Rock was just great. What a 

choice of scheduled talks and displays. Where else 

can you slide into the seat of a current glider for fit-

check, and some dreaming. And have the factor reps 

answer all your questions. Where else can you meet 

and discuss your favorite issue with pilots, designers 

and manufactures you have only  heard about? 

Where else can you talk face-to-face with the 

vendors and get hand-on experience and demos of 

your favorite equipment and compare it with the 

competition? 

My most technical surprise: I had seen photos of 

the Perlan Mockup with the apparent lack of 

windows. Well, Einar Enevoldson was there with a 

mockup of the Perlan 2 cockpit showing the view-

port (aka window) arrangement. I got the 

opportunity to check out the view from the inside. 

Surprisingly enough, it is quite good. I think even I 

could land the ship with that arrangement. 

My most fun aspect: Having Lunch and Dinner 

with new and old friends in the local restaurants. 

My most moving event: the OSTIV Presentation 

by Loek Boermans and Gerhard Waibel: Concordia, 

Dick Butlerôs project to build a cutting-edge Open-

class glider.  

The performance growth of our soaring machines 

and their technical development, as well as that of 

new persons coming into the field, is well assured as 

long as we have the drive and spirit of Loek and 

Gerhard, and Dick. Especially inspiring was the 

many conversations I was able to have throughout 

the conventions with Gerhard and Loek. Fine, very 

smart gentlemen who come down to your level of 

understanding during the exchanges. 

Loek Boermans, Associate Professor at the Low 

Speed Aerodynamics Laboratory at the TU Delft is a 

specialist in subsonic aerodynamics, and 

aerodynamic design of high performance sailplanes. 

He also is the president of OSTIV. 

Gerhard Waibel is the designer of the Alexander 

Schleicher gliders (he is the W in ASW-XX series).  

His father Karl Waibel had worked with Wolf 

Hirth in the 1920s. Gerhard studied at Akaflieg 

Darmstadt, and helped with the building the SG38.  

Dick Butler is a five time Open Class National 

Champion, and a retired aeronautical engineer, Dick 

is that rare competitor who can blend the theoretical 

with the practical. Dick's flew to several national 

championships in the 1970s in a very modified 

Glasflügel 604. More recently, he won the 2003 

Open Class Nationals in his extensively modified 

ASW-22. After some absence, he is now flying in 

both the 15-meter (ASW-27) and Open (ASW-22) 

classes.  

Those three international treasures are the prime 

movers behind the design of Concordia, a Open-

class glider with a 28-meter span with thin, long and 

narrow wings (aspect ratio of 57), state-of-the-art 

airfoils, and a carefully selected wing/fuselage aero-

shape. A big emphasis is being placed on a very 

wide range of wing-loading ï something like 8 to 13 

pounds per square foot. This should allow Concordia 

to excel in both very weak and extremely strong 

condition. Loek Boermans and his students are doing 

the aerodynamic design and Gerhard Waibel is 

looking after the structures, and Dick Butler is doing 

the constructing at his home base in Tennessee. 

A lot more detail about Concordia is available at: 

http://lesgpr.free.fr/construire/concordia/ConcImagin

e_WV_e.pdf  

  

http://www.aopa.org/asn/target_arpts.html?WT.mc_id=100101epilot&WT.mc_sect=ast#wa
http://www.aopa.org/asn/target_arpts.html?WT.mc_id=100101epilot&WT.mc_sect=ast#wa
http://www.aopa.org/asn/?WT.mc_id=100101epilot&WT.mc_sect=ast
file:///C:/Users/Heinz/Documents/Activities/Flying/Clubs/SGC/Towline/Pilot@aopa.org
http://lesgpr.free.fr/construire/concordia/ConcImagine_WV_e.pdf
http://lesgpr.free.fr/construire/concordia/ConcImagine_WV_e.pdf


Towline, December  2009 & January 2010 

___________________ 

Page  5  

Annual Glider Program Letter. 
Adapted from Albuquerque Soaring Club by 

Heinz Gehlhaar 

Here is a suggested boiler plate for your friendly 

FAA office and their Annual Program Letter.  

The FAA issues Operating Limitations for 

ñExperimental/Racing and Exhibitionò aircraft (most 

gliders are registered in the ñNormalò category) 

which calls for the submittal of an annual program 

letter describing how the aircraft will be used. When 

the FAA certifies an Experimental aircraft (i. e. 

glider in this case), the Operating Limitations listed 

for aircraft in this category may vary based on 

aircraft, and on the date the limitations were issued.  

The guidance ins this acticle generally refers to 

aircraft licensed since 1993, so check the reporting 

requirements in your specific Operating Limitations 

to make sure you meet your requirements. 

The Annual Program Letter is your chance for 

you to tell the FAA what you are going to do with 

your aircraft, within the guidelines of your 

Operating Limitations. Apparently, there are no 

templates the FAA uses for issuing Operating 

Limitations: "Operating Limitations shall be designed to 

fit the specific situation encountered. The FAA inspector 
may impose any additional limitations deemed necessary 
in interest of safety." But this document is the guidance 

we must follow.  These are the FAA's guidelines for 

operation of your experimental aircraft in public 

airspace and with the public safety in mind. Read it 

carefully. 

 

Now, Item 37 in your Operating Limitations 

requires an annual program letter be submitted. This 

annual program letter must be in compliance with 14 

CFR Section 21.193(d), which asks for: 

(1)   The purpose of the experiment. (i. e. Racing) 
(2)   The estimated time or number of flights 

required for the experiment. 

(What events you plan to participate in, location and 
dates) 

(3)     The areas over which the experiment will 

be conducted; (This will come from your limitations or a 
waiver for the event) 

 

An Annual Program Letter needs to have a 

purpose, number of flights, a timeframe and 

boundaries. Example: 

I am submitting "John Doe's" program letter as per 14 
CFR Section 21.193(d) for "N12345" a "Red Brick Glider", 
Serial Number "XX-XXXX" 

 
"N12345" has a Special Airworthiness Certificate 

issued on "01/01/20XX" for the purpose of Experimental 
Racing. The Operating Limitations for this aircraft are date 
"01/01/20XX" 

I plan to participate in the following events: Name and 
list in tabular form all the events you plan to take part in 
with location and dates. And then state: All proficiency 
flights for these events will be within a 300 nautical mile 
radius of my home base of "Blivit- blivit, WA"; any flying 
outside of the area stated in this program letter will only be 
conducted for formation flying, training, or pilot checkout 
and in conjunction with a specific event listed in this letter, 
or amendments thereto. 

 

Note: (300 nautical miles is the maximum 

distance authorized, it can be a smaller area) 

 

If an event comes up you did not plan to 

participate in, amend your program letter before the 

event. This can be done just by submitting an 

amendment to your program letter, either by fax or 

by dropping off the amendments at your local 

FSDO. (If you intend to drop it off in person, remember to 
call first, you must have an appointment.) 

 

Those of you that are members of SSA or taking 

part in events authorized by the FAI (Federation 

Aeronautique Internationale) should add the 

following language: I plan to participate in the following 
FAI or SSA event  

(Note: The OLC,  is a FAI / SSA event).  

 

All proficiency flights when conducted in 

preparation for participation for sanctioned events 

and pursuant to qualify for Federation Aeronautique 

Internationale (FAI) or (SSA) awards, have no 

geographical restrictions. These flights may, 

however, only take place as defined in this program 

letter. 
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A Final Thermal  

Robert Raymond Chase 
1922- 2010 

 

Robert Raymond Chase was born in Portland, 

Oregon on March 6th 1922.  To his family, he will 

always be known as Robert Chase or Uncle Robert.  

To his friends and business associates, it was Bob 

Chase. 

Bob grew up in Portland spending most of his 

time at his Grandmotherôs house, where his mom 

helped raise her 11 siblings, and her own two boys.  

As a boy Bobôs interests were like most young boys: 

baseball, fighting with his brother and riding bikes.  

He did have one interest that only a few boys in the 

1920ôs had, and that was a fascination with 

airplanes.  Heôd watch planes taking off and landing 

at the Portland airfield day after day, riding his bike 

miles just to do so.  He always wanted to fly 

airplanes, soaring high into the skies. 

Bobôs first job was delivering groceries for the 

neighborhood store on his motorcycle with a sidecar.  

He was always very work oriented.  His family was 

a hard working German family who taught their 

children and grandchildren to work from sun up to 

sun down because an idle mind is a place for trouble. 

In 1941 Bob graduated from Jefferson High 

School.  Bob worked his way thru his first years of 

college washing dishes in a fraternity.  He was very 

found of his college days. He was an Oregon State 

University Beaver ñborn and bred......" 

Bob transferred to the University of Colorado in 

Boulder to join the Navyôs ROTC program.  His 

dream was to be a Navy pilot.  At U of C he majored 

in Aeronautical Engineering earning his Bachelor of 

Science Degree.  His Naval career started with 

enlistment in August 1943.  He became a ground 

crew squadron leader for aircraft maintenance.  He 

served in WWII and Korea. He retired as a Navy 

Captain from NARS T-1 of Whidbey Island after 32 

years in the Navy.  Bob thrived on being ñCaptainò.  

He liked being saluted and he liked giving orders.  

He readily adopted the Navyôs philosophy, his way 

or no way.  Even years later packing the car for a 

road trip was always an ordeal.  It was his way or no 

way.  Working with him was a challenge, and 

meeting his standards, was even more of a challenge. 

In 1947 Bob met Doreen Cummins formerly from 

Vancouver, British Columbia.  They were married in 

Seattle on April 17, 1948.  Bob and Doreen had two 

daughters Cynthia, and Barbara.  Through out their 

marriage, Bob never gave up his dream of flying.  In 

fact the story is told that when Doreen was in early 

labor ready to give birth to his second daughter, he 

made his wife and their three year old daughter wait 

in the car until he finished a flying lesson over 

Seattleôs Lake Union.  After parking the car he 

climbed out telling Doreen, ñIf your contractions get 

real bad just flash the carôs headlights.ò 

Early on the family lived in NE Seattle.  Bob, 

Doreen and the girls were all active in Camp Fire 

Girls.  Bob spent many hours serving on committees, 

clearing trails at Camp Sealth and participating in 

fund raising drives. 
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In 1962 the Chase family moved ñacross the 

lakeò to Kirkland into the home of their dreams.  

Bob designed the house only consulting the 

professionals when required.  He supervised the 

hammering of every nail and the laying of every 

brick.  That same year he decided to go into business 

for himself.  He still like being ñcaptainò and 

working for Hewlett Packard and Boeing just didnôt 

do it for him.  Between working on the house and 

starting a new business he lost 50 lbs. Both he and 

Doreen almost had nervous breakdowns, but 

eventually the house all came together.  Today, the 

family home stands as a tribute to Bob and Doreen.  

As parents, grandparents, great grandparents, and 

Seattle Glider Council members their family home 

was the site of many celebrations and parties. 

Bob had many business adventures.  He was 

President, CEO and head salesman of R. R. Chase 

and Associates, selling airplane parts to Boeing.  He 

also owned and operated ñOil Spill Servicesò.  This 

business built and sold oil containment boom and oil 

spill clean up materials.  Bob also turned his love of 

flying into a business called Soaring Unlimited and 

gave himself the opportunity to play in that big sky 

of his childhood dreams. Every weekend and 

numerous vacations were spent traveling to a new 

airfield or teaching others to fly gliders.  Bob was a 

Northwest soaring pioneer, an original member of 

the Seattle Glider Council and instrumental in 

bringing Bob Wander to the Seattle area for our 

instructor revalidation clinics.  For many summers 

he would spend two weeks with the Air Cadets of 

the Civil Air Patrol teaching the cadets how to soar 

like the birds.  At one point, Bob set the Washington 

state altitude record flying the Yellow June Bug, an 

SGS 1-23, over Mount Rainer. He was quite well 

prepared and ready for the right time to make the 

flight. When he saw the lenticular clouds building, 

he was on tow to the mountain. Later in the day he 

was back, still high overhead in Issaquah after 

gliding back from Mt. Rainier. It was a flight of a 

lifetime. 

Another great joy was being a Grandparent.  

Many hours were spent at his grandchildrenôs ball 

games or at ballgames with his children and 

grandchildren.  He was an avid Husky fan, often 

attending games with Doreen or Cyndi.  Besides 

encouraging his grandchildren in athletic endeavors, 

he taught the rewards of hard work and respectful 

behavior.  And when that didnôt sink in you might 

hear their parents say, ñBe good or weôll send you to 

Grandpa Bobôs!ò  It was a threat akin to reform 

school. 

Doreen passed away in 2001. Bob is survived by 

his wife, Harriet Pomerrank Chase. Bob and Harriet 

were married in Greece in the fall of 2002.  The 

Pomerranks and the Chases had been long time 

friends.   For the past seven years Harriet and Bob 

lived in Bobôs home in Kirkland. 

Bob is also survived by his daughters, Cyndi 

Bellamy, Barb Sperling, their husbands, former 

husbands and numerous grandchildren, great-

grandchildren, numerous step-grandchildren, step-

great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins and 

friends. 

Soaring Expo 2010 
Our annual Soaring Exposition is on on March 20 

and 21 at the Museum of Flight. Come and take a 

look at some full-size sailplanes, paragliders, and 

radio controlled gliders.  Here is the schedule of 

activities for that weekend. Pleace participate and 

help. Contact Heinz at mailto:soarboy@comcast.net 

or Doug at N848DG@gmail.com . 

Friday March 19, 5:00 PM  

¶ . Move in to the  Museum of Flight 

Saturday, March 21, 10 am to 5 pm 

¶ 11:30 AM Development & Flights of 

LightHawk, by Dan Howell  

¶ 2:00 PM  US Women in Soaring, by Frauke 

Elber 

¶ Private dinner Party with Frauke Elber. See Heinz 

at soarboy@comcast.net or 206-932-5428 

Sunday, March 22, 10 am to 5 pm 

¶ 11:00AM Emergency Bailout Procedures and 

Survival Equipment for Pilots by Alan Silver  

 

¶ 2:00 PM  A soaring movie: 2061km in the 

Sierra Wave  

¶ 5:00 PM Move out of the Museum of Flight 

  

mailto:soarboy@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/Heinz/Documents/Activities/Flying/Clubs/SGC/Towline/N848DG@gmail.com
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The ñSoaring Sixtiesò started out with the SGC 

being in ñthe most favorable position in its historyò 

per newly elected Director Joe Robertson.  Towards 

the end of 1959, a trial six month lease was obtained 

at Enumclaw Airfield for use of the airport and the 

old FBO building there. The previous issues with 

Arlingtonôs management were a thing of the past, as 

the glider operation now had the run of Enumclaw. 

The facilty was being greatly improved over the 

winter months by way of membersô work parties. 

The social areas of the large hangar were cleaned up 

and painted, new light fixtures hung, and the entire 

hangar exterior got a new coat of paint. The 

Enumclaw Goodyear dealer donated old tires which 

were cut in half and painted bright yellow for use as 

runway edge markers. An ongoing problem was 

drainage on the runway, but several gravel spreading 

parties helped to reduce the mud. A parallel grass 

landing runway was planned to speed the PA-11 

towplane operation. Members were requested to 

donate any extra tables, chairs, or sofas to the airport 

lounge. There were even plans to fence in an outside 

area near the lounge to make a childrensô play yard 

with swingsets and add a toy area in the hangar. 

One big improvement for the glider operation at 

Enumclaw was the plan to activate a café at the 

airfield. Kitchen equipment was located and 

installed. Member Opal Wathew volunteered to 

manage the kitchen with various others lined up to 

flip burgers on the grill. There was mention of a 

newly named ñLadiesô Auxiliaryò which would keep 

this café running.  

It is easy to forget the complexities of 1960ôs 

telephone service, and the instructions for the use of 

the new Enumclaw line are a reminder of how good 

we have things now ! The new line was an eight-

party phone but because it was a business line, it was 

believed to be rarely busy on weekends. The phone 

number was TA 5-4204, and members were to 

answer a double ring only. The charges for outgoing 

calls were to be on the honor system, requesting the 

operator to charge the call to a home number. 

Members were asked to please not accept collect 

calls at the field. If you needed a retrieve, and forgot 

the number, you could just ask the operator for the 

Enumclaw Airport.  

To showcase the airfield and introduce soaring to 

a wider public, an Air Show Fly-In was planned 

for on Sunday, May 22. Later reports described the 

visiting aircraft that filled the field and the crowd 

that was thrilled by Joe Robertsonôs aerobatics and 

paper cutting. There were multiple glider launches 

by council and club members to help show the 

public what sailplanes are all about. While the 

summer or 1960 would bring increased activity in 

Wenatchee with much of the equipment moved east 

for the season, Enumclaw was proving to be a great 

location for training, glider building and repair, and 

council functions. 

 

Early February Soaring 
by  Fred Hermanspann 

While most soaring clubs in the Northwest are 

still in hibernation, the Arlington operation by 

Evergreen continues throughout the winter, weather 

permitting.  This winter may have brought unusually 

severe winter weather to the Northeast but the 

Pacific Northwest has so far enjoyed one of the 

mildest winters on record.  As a consequence there 

have been a number of ridge and wave flights and 

the first few thermal soaring flights have been made. 

On Tuesday, February 9, I was enjoying my 

morning cup of coffee while contemplating the low 

overcast outside when Winfried Feifel called me 

from Arlington where he happened to have some 

business, announcing a soaring day with blue sky 

and high cumulus clouds building in the mountains.  

So, after hastily organizing an ESI operation I 

headed out to Arlington.  We prepared the L-13 

(2414J) and took off at about 1:45 pm.  Keith 

McLean dropped us off some 15 miles out in the 

direction of Threefinger Mountain and we were off 

to enjoy this beautiful area.  Even with the unusually 

low snowpack this winter everything above 4000 ft 

is solidly covered in snow and ice and only some ski 

tracks in the landscape indicated some human 
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presence.  Lift was variable, reaching over 7000 ft 

on occasion to allow us to explore the area from 

Whitehorse Mountain to Green Mountain.  Arlington 

has some of the most scenic mountains close by and 

with a nice snow cover the sights are hard to beat.  

With a better sailplane one could have explored 

going further east but with an old beat-up Blanik it 

was advisable to stay on the conservative side.  By 

3:30 pm the clouds began to dissipate and we went 

on our final glide, trying first to reach Mount 

Pilchuck.  That did not quite work out ï we lost too 

much altitude on the way, but the trusty old Blanik 

still managed a glide ratio of close to 4 miles per 

1000 ft on the way home.   

It was not a particularly impressive XC flight but 

it was a nice beginning for the season.  Incidentally, 

the only other OLC entry in the US for the day was a 

flight in Arizona. 

 
Looking towards Sloan Peak 

 

 
Mt. Pilchuck behind Green Mountain 

 
Winfried Feifel enjoying the View 

 

 
Three Finger Mountain 

 

 
Mt. Bulhon and Jumbo Mountain  


