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Region 8 Contest Recap

By Noel Wade
The Ephrata contest this year was a great success
despite some legbancooperative weather. For thosg
that couldndt make it o1}

camaraderie, the following is a brief review of how the

contest went. The crowd began to coalesce around
EPH on the Practice Day. Introductions were made,
meetings were held, and a loosdlfined task was
call ed. The previ oueand 3
sure enough the first people to launch were struggling
to climb out of the local area. Eventually most folks
made it out and around the courseith some areas
having booming lift while others overdeveloped and
turned into isolated showers. Orfoéks made it home,
we all settled in for a nice potluck dinner and a good
safety briefing for the upcoming contest days. The 2

pilots at this contest hailed from Washington, Oregon,
Idaho, Montana, Canada, and possibly one or two ot e

—h

statesfohgétt Bmg. The
provided a glimpse of the meltingpt that we would
come to enjoy all week long!

Monday started off with a forecast for blue
conditions, moderate to strong winds, and a 3 hour
task. Welcometoracingwher e yoedtdr e
make flights that you n(
neat thing is that you usually wind up learning a lot

from the experience. As we gridded we were treated td
some unexpected cumulus, and the CD also shortengd®

the task (to the relief of some).gAin, pilots struggled

to climb away from the towelease area; but eventuall
most people got up and out-oourse. Once out of the
start area, speeds were again good throughout most
the task. However, the day started to shut down a litt

sooner tha expected and many folks came home with

intrepid tales of tenuous final glides! After the logs
were analyzed, Tim Martin won the day in Sports Clds
and Mike Newgard took first place in the combined
15m/Std class. Although there was no defined groug
dinner, many pilots chose to leverage our excellent
Ephrata clubhouse facilities. There was much grilling
and grinning as the sun set on Daye Just as it got
dark, the International Space Station paid us aivisit
and indeed it would perform late evenjpgsses almost

every night of the contest. No word yet on whether the

astronauts were checking for updated scoresheets, ¢
just oogling the gliders and our wonderful facilities!

Tuesday dawned with warm temperatures and stable

air aloft, due to a Jettream shift. Many pilots and

families took the opportunity to go sigbeeing. Keith

Purves and | drove up to Grand Coulee Dam and toured

the massive facilities there, including a rare trip across
the top of the dam while they were releasing millions

" of galons of waten creating a thunderous and

' tpowpr[yl s%eg.L rfth?r RI|8'[S tpog ttglqs fo r‘gry ga\qsd

. and many oft parks and natural wonders near

Ephrata. We all regrouped at the clubhouse for one of

Becky Newgardds famous f ea

Soaing Foundation), and absolutely gorged ourselves

bulqus fpod angd drink. S|Pi r td,

' }P% tglledqthz gvgnmgﬂv%rtr?plegsanésj%agtteeorwﬁld ughtearl t
over flying stories, taltales, jokes, and contest advice.
We scrambled for our cameras aseautiful sunset
graced the Ephrata clubhouse, and then settled down to
bed with visions of flying the next day.

Wednesday was forecast to be a moderate day (3
O+knot lift to 7500 feet), with some high cirrus and cool
temperatures. Once again, MotiNatureshowed us

ortals that we cannot comprehend her complexity and
ssl Szﬂxyt% céassdapqqr}?%ﬂ'rst into a sky that

Was qwckly filling up with cirrus. However, a few

breaks in the clouds allowed strong sunlight through.

Temps were low but the aiams was cold aloft and the

winds were light at the surfae@llowing the dust
o kick off just as we launched. Flying

e qlﬂgnlo S yari gudq aa)h 354 the %{rgu§ béohﬁyp qnd
re orme throug out the task aneaometlmes cutt

ff the lift entrely and leaving pilots such as myseH

cratching and waiting, and sometimes cursing or
praying (or both)! Late in the day the skies cleared and
the Iift surged into the
speeds of 80 to 90+ knots were suddenlyogue, and
ofthe smarter pilots unlike me- stayed out oftourse

le beyond the minimum time, in order to improve their

average speed. Tim again took first place in the Sports

Class, and Stu Larimore finished first in the combined

5m/Std class. Unfortunately Stu sgkied in just

under the minimum altitude, so Mike Newgard retained

first place overallé by a

wedd only had two competit

extremely tight and the racing was exciting. The top 3

spots in the 15m/Std clasgere separated by only 13

points! | t wibidh noting that despite the close
competition, people were still taking the time to help
each other and offer tips to ntotals and newer

contest pilots. This sense of community and support is

one of the great pects of sailplane racing!

Thursday was overcast and the lift was

questionable, so the contest staff decided to scrub the

S

L

A

S

N

=

day and allow the pilots and families another chance to
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explore central Washington. The skies did clear for 4
few hours and some ptkopted to go for short (2
hour) crosscountry flights, but the window was never
big enough to have permitted a full launch and a
competition task.

Friday arrived all too quickly, and the pilots were
keenly aware that the contest was coming to a close
So despite a forecast of mosttjoudy skies and

showers, we launched into unstable conditions. Sure

enough, overdevelopment in the task area was
underway by noon, providing plenty of strategic
challenges for the pilots! Parts of the task area also
Afgrdayeut o as the OD was
several pilots (including myself) struggling low in the
middle leg of the task. Most pilots completed the tas
but unfortunately two gliders landed out and Tim
Martin had to use his motor to get home. In &ddj

Stu Larimore had to leave the contest for family
reasons so both leaderboards were shuffled by the €
of the day. In the combined 15m/Std class Mike
Thompson and Mike Newgard settled into first and
second place, with Steve Northcraft trailingsdo
behind in 3rd. In the Sports class Brian Case and |
were virtually tied for the lead, while the top four spot
were all separated by less than 145 points! A
ANewgard BBQ Part Twoo
clubhouse, and once again we gorged ourselves on
good food and good company.

Saturday was the final contest day, and as the sul
rose over Ephrata the tensions were running high! T
weather troubles finally seemed to be over, with a
forecast of 4 to 6 knot thermals and 8000 foot
cloudbases. With galoconditions, the pilots who did
best were the ones who employed good strategy aro
the Stargate, and who also noticed the different
cloudbases and wind factors in various parts of the te
area. Again, a wonderful aspect of sailplane racing i
that he gray matter between your ears often matters
more than the equi pment
scores were tallied, Brian Case came out on top for t
day and for the contest overall. His deft skill with the
HP-16 proved that the Sports Class is waahd
competitive for many pilots, regardless of airframe.
Kerry Richards flew consistently throughout the
contest, and was rewarded with 3rd place. Keith
Purves recovered from a disappointing first day with
several strong flights, taking 4th place oVlerd t 6 s
worth noting that on 3 days out of 4, Tim Martin was
the topdog; only a "landout” (use of his motor) on ong
day prevented him from cleaning up in the Sports

q

b

k,

Class! Over in the 15m/Std class, Mike Newgard ha

strong flight and won the overalbntest! Again it was
a slim margin of victory, as he beat "the other Mike"
(Thompson) by just 55 points. Steve Northcraft also
had a good final flight and took third place. Fourth
place was taken by Branko Stojkovic, who was a-first
timer at Ephrata (i a rented sailplane no less); and he
was actually the fastest pilot on the final day! A

catered dinner and a few words from the organizers and

winners finished off another great day in Ephrata.

For those of you who flew in the contest, you know
how fun it is to share an entire week of flying with a
group of likeminded individuals. For those of you
w hoov nh advoenndwti ntdr, i el de aivti,n gl
go next year at either the Dtldp or tte Regionals.
These sail plane contests
competitive sportst hey dr e not
or a focus on winning
thrilling and enjoyable mix of weather, interesting

at

ndflights, good food, great pete, and a wonderful sense

of togetherness and shared experiences. If you enjoy
sail planes and the
coming out to the next contest in Ephrata!

S
_Region 8 Chamrplonshlp Results
li nn'er was el d ‘at t he
Sports Class
) Rank Points ID Name Glider
he| 3819 V6 case, Brian HP - 16T
2 3774 KR Wade, Noel DG - 300
3 3615 P9 Richards, Kerry SZD -55-1
4 3526 2F Purves, Keith ASW -17-20
unel 3488 D2 Burgess, David ASW -19
6 3481 PK1l O'Leary, George 304CZ -174
18% 3476 4Z Martin, Tim DG -400- 17
X 3420 XZ Dennis, Martin DG -202-17
P 9 3258 ZD Wallach, Robert DG - 800A- 18
10 3239 NO Profota, Don Ventus 2c -
youbre piloting! After
he 15/Std Combined Class
Rank Pts ID Name Glider
1 3862 50 Newgard, Mike Ventuscb -
2 3807 M1 Thompson, Mike Ventus 2bx
3 3745 SN Northcraft, Stephen LS -8-15
4 3684 KLL Stojkovic, Branko Discus b
5 3322 DZ Mason, Steve LS -4A
6 3317 BP Gadowski, Dan Discus 2b
7 3146 44 Udd, Tom Discus b
L 8 2682 1l Dixon, Tom ASW -27
" 9 2483 4Q Vreeken, Dennis SZD -55-1
’ 10 1910 2Z Larimore, Stu ASW -27
a
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AWO Glider Operation Reset

By Bruce Bulloch6/192010

The Arlington Airport Commission will soon be
approving new glider operation rules for the airport
that will allow our operations to continue on our
existing strip for the foreseeable future. Therk lve
some changes required but they will be small (whe
we park the golf carts,
last fall our likely future was to be pushed off the
airport as a worsease scenario and operating out g
a dangerous new strip west of Bd/as the best case

If we had lost our home at Arlington we would
have been following a grim trend of glider operatio
getting the boot once their airports found themselv
in the crosshairs of FAA regulators. Until Arlington
there had been few if arsyiccess stories for the
soaring community.

The fact that we are still launching from our
beloved grass strip is due to the hard work of a
tenacious group of volunteers who took a near

hopeless situation and turned it around in our favor.

t hi nk iatkbosvledgiogrthode people before
this issue fades into history.

First and foremosiNeal Karman. Neal spent
countless hours researching every regulation that
applied to our situation and did an excellent job
l obbying the FAA. I fhe y ¢
FAA, you have to be able to speak fluently about
their regulations and Neal was able to do that
expertly.

ESI members who came out on those dreary da
last fall and flew traces of the patterns for the
proposed glider strips probably had no idea what g
impact that had. The report submitted by ESI beca
a central reference document for evaluating the
proposed FAA changes and elevated the KAWO
soaring community from a fringe group angrily
demanding their rights to essentially expert
witnesses. It gave wslot of credibility when talking
with the airport and the FAA. Special thanks to Ma
Nyberg who acted as the primary author of that
report.

As an SSA director, Steve Northcraft has spent
years fighting for glider operations all over the
country. We werducky to have him close at hand tg
share his expertise and advice. It gave us a real hg

start over other glider operations in similar
circumstances.

Finally, we had an airport administration that was
determined to see that we got a fair shake. Rob
Putnan made sure that we were a part of the

Rob did an exceptional job bringing together all of
rethe members of the KAWO flying community to
helptresolv this igspegnsa wayghatlid o,
jeopardize our enjoynme or our safety.

This is probably the most important action our
glider community has been involved in over the last
twenty years and it turned out well for us. Next time
hsyou bump into to any of these folks be sure to thank
xsthem.

bel

—

BruceBulloch
Soaring Saety of America/

Washington State Governor
brucebulloch@mac.com

Volkslogger with an ILEC SN10,

Tom Knauff writes
_Several people have had badge applications
WeéhfePbecdudd of PmisSidteraft efistrationg £ ¢
Volksloggerflight log. If you're using a Volkslogger
with an ILEC SN10, please follotheseinstructions.

IF YOU DO NOT FOLLOW THIS PROCEDURE,

YSTHE "AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION" WILL BE
BLANK IN YOUR LOG FILE, AND YOUR BADGE

N OR RECORD CLAIM MAY BE REJECTED

me To declare a flight for an IGC badge or record,
you will need to fill in the "Aircraft Registration”.
While the ILEC SN10 can declare the task, pilot, and
contest ID to a Volkslogger, you must fill in the
aircraft registration (N number) using the
Volkslogger directly(This, most likelyis true with

'k any other flight computerEditor)

(1) Using the Juttons on the Volkslogger, enter
your aircraft registration numbef his is under the
menu: FAI > EDIT > INFO > AIRCRAFIREG

(2) IMMEDIATELY erase thélig ht recorder
memory:. ACT > MEMCLR

rad Paradoxically, erasing the Volkslogger's memory

is what permanently saves the current FAI info. If
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you do not erase the memory after entering the

registration, the next time you declare a task from the

SN10, the aircraft igastration field will be BLANK!
Note: "Declare Task" does NOT save #weraft
registrationpermanently ! You must do the
sequence ACT > MEMCLR !
Once you've performed this procedure, you will
never need to renter the aircraft registration in the
Volkslogger- it will be permanently saved.

SCG Towplane Update

Some months agtné SGCBoardagain had a
perenniadiscus®n aboutthe difficulty of getting
taildraggefrated towpilotsSomeonehrew inthe
not-so-goodclimb performance of the Cub with
heavyweight gliders.The board concludeithat SGC
shouldstart looking atcquiring a suitable C182 and
eventually disposing of the Culsteve Northcraft
Bill Birney and others have been doifgther
research ogeverakpecific 183 .One ofwhich has
made thegrade The SGChought Cessna 182
N3779D and Bill Birney returned h&s Ephratdast
month Bill says "it flies nice and runs greatNow
we havegot the registratiortransferregdgottena
temporary Schweizdrook installed, antiave made
severatows.One thing thatvill have to be done
later is to install a biggeil cooler. That decisioris
based omur currentowing resultsAlso, we would
really like toinstalla Tos-hook; but we need to find
anexisting Form 377 for that.

National Event/ Contest Dates

Date(s) Event Location

8/3/2010 - 8/12/2010 15 Meter Nationals Uvalde, TX
8/7/2010 - 8/8/2010 Gerlach Dash Air Sailing
8/7/2010 Glider Pilots Ground School | Chicago, IL
9/3/2010 - 9/6/2010 ESA 2010 Western Workshg TehachapA/P, CA
9/4/2010 - 9/12/2010 Region V West Benton, TN
9/20/2010 - 9/25/2010 Region 4 South New Castle, VA
10/10/2010 - 10/16/2010 Region 4 North Fairfield, PA
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