Towline

Vol 51, No. 2 Newsletter of the Seattle Glider Council April, 2000

- jf-“'--.. z :

IMPORTANT WEWS UPDATES IN THIS ISSUE:

3o LIFT2000 SSA CONVENTION NEWS <=
3o NEW FAA DESIGNEE URCENTLY NEEDED o

= EPHRATA CLUBHOUSE YPDATE =
s 2000 WORLD/SPORTS CLASS NATIONALS UPDATE




Northwest Soaring Resources

Searing Society of America
PO.Box E
Hobbs, New Mexico 88241
505-392-1177
WWW.552.0TE

55A Region 8 Director
Steve Northcraft  425-235-0231

Idaho S5A Governor
Tom Dixon 208-376-6718

Maontana S5A Governor
Steve Ard 406-388-6587

Oregon S5A Governor
Stew Tiule 503-T46-7032

Washington SSA Governor
Norman Ellison  4235-747-7879

State Record Keeper - PositionVacant
Weather Information
NWS Spokane 509-353-2367
NWS Seattle 206-526-6087
FAA Weather 800-992-7433
Hotline (99007  206-464-2000
Highway Report  206-368-4499

Cover Photo-

A colfage of photos from this year’s 554
National Soaring  Ceonvenrion af
Albueguergue. Photos by Bob Duncan

Seattle Glider Council
FO.Box 7184
Bellevue, WA 9800%-1184

Officers and Board of Directors
Chairman
Roo Ferguson  425-453-8030
Yice-Chairman
Tom Udd 253-954-3660
Treasurer
Jim Simmons 425-742-4722
Secretary
MNorman Ellison  425-747-7879
D¥irectors
Pierre Parent In0-653-2613
Max Karst 206-623-00903
Steve Northeraft  423-235-0231
John Daly 206-780-3432

5GC Homepage
www.seattleglidercouncil.org
Webmastier: Vince Miller
253-863-6960
soarhead @ aol.com

SGC Clubhouse
Ephrata Municipal Airport
30 Airport St NE, Building 625
Ephrata WA 98523
S509-754-3852
See the Calendar of Events in this
issue Tor information on times and
locations for SGC  General
membership mecting,

s0CiHo NS

Boeing Emplovees Soaring(Club

Cascade Searing
Ammnie Clarke 500-884-2494
www nwintemnet comd~blanikam/fcss

Columbia Basin Soaring Assoc. Tom

Seim 509-627--5532
Evergreen Soaring
MNewsline 206-772-3002

Harold Broomell 206-772-2112
WRWLEVETETEenSOanng.org
Pugel Sound Soaring Assee. Stefan
Perrin  253-927-9183
guysiclan @@ wea nel
W pugetsoundsoanng org
Spokane Soaring Society
Dean Forney  509-928-0495
htip:ffaaw kinseyse comfsss
Yancouver Soaring Association
Hans Baeggli 604-434-2125
hitp-#/sd69. he.cad~vsoaning/vsa.htm
Silverstar Soaring Association
Hans Krnuiswyk 250-763-1788

Willamette Valley Soaring Club
(Portland, OR) 303-847-0913
WY “'\FSC.QI.’g
Alpha Soaring Adventures
David Piper 360-435-5700
www alphasoaring.com
Blanik America, Inc.

Vitek Siroky 500-884-8305
Cascade Soaring
MeMinnville, OR. 97128

and Ron Ferguson Newsline  206-516-4149 Joe Deem 503-472-8805
Bob Perry  206-706-7603 Lawiston, I (Towplane)

perryré flasheom. net Dave Dorion 509-243-9919
InThis Issue
2000 SSA National Soaring Convention (Ron FErguson). . . .. ..o ven e i e i i e eenns Page 4
SGC Soaring Foundation News. . .. .. i i e e e e Page §
Ephrata Clubhouse Donors List and “Thermal-Meter™. .. .. .. ... int e iienins Page 8
2000 Sports/World Class National Soaring Championships Update ... . oo o. oot i Page 9
Nbrthwest Soacing Soene . i ot swmi i vor s sa et s shossiad va PSS e TSR E S Sa ie Page 10
A Wild Ephrata Experience (Chris Dabolt) . .. ... ... ot i Page 12
Mid-Air Collision Avoidance and Low-Level Training Flights in Eastern Washington (Ron Faguscm) .. Page 14
The World In Your Palm (Report on WinPilot) (Ed Johnston). .. .. .....ooie oot anemeenns Pape 16

Sailplane Use of High Altitude Airspace Within Washington State {(Updated April, 2000) (Dale Hacker). . . . .. Page 19

BIEWE O BTN, <o s somimsnin’s g Ly S S S P PR e —— Page 20
SGC Board Meeting Minutes, February, 2000. . .. . .. ... oii ottt i . Page 24
SGC Board Meeting Minutes, March, 2000. . . .. . ..ot e e Page 25
Caleridar O ENERIE MIEIEEE. o oo wom s s o i o e 5 B T B . Page 20
SGC Ephrata Clubhouse Duty Roster, 2000 Season. . SR R R S Page 26
FAA Designated Pilot Examiner Needed (Carl Njedcrmeyar} ................................... Page 27
Classified AdVertiSements. . . ... ... ... e e haaaa Page 28

Page 2

Towline, April, 2000




Towline

Newsletter
of the
Seattle Glider Council

Editor
Ron Ferguson
Mailing Address
0409 NE 14 Street
Clyde Hill, WA 98004

425-453-8030
ronf @mainstar.com

Contributing Editors
Dennis Eckert
Eric Greenwel|
Harry Higgins
Max Karst

Production Manager
Mike Newgard (and Tamily)

Address Changes
Jim Simmons
Searle Glider Council
PO.Box 7184
Bellevue, WA 98008-11584

Towline is published monthly.

Towline material is published for
the enjoyment of soaring enthu-
siasts and is freely contributed.
The accuracy of the information
and the opinions expressed are
the responsibility of the contribu-
tor. The editor reserves the right
to madily rnaterial to meet space
restrictions.  Permission is
granted o reproduce material
printed herein as long as proper
credit is given (o the author and
the publication.

Contribution of articles, photos,
artwork and letter to the editor
are encouraged. The editor pre-
fers to receive text contributions
via e-mail in common formats.
Mailed PC format disks are also
acceptable. Other contributions
should be typed or legibly writ-
ten. Scanning capabilities for
photos and artwork are currently
limited to 82 x 14 inches.

Towline, April. 2000

O “Face

by Ron Ferguson., Chairman, SGC 2000
Spring Update

This past winter was so mild around Seattle that it doesn’t even seem
like it should be time yet for spring, but here it is. The Wenatchee Wave
Camp is over. While there were a couple of interesting flights, all reports
are, that as a wave campe, it left a lot to be desired (see the report on this by
Jim Simmons in the Northwest Soaring Scene).

Soaring opened at Ephrata on the weekend of 16 April, with just a
couple of fairly decent flights on Saturday. Sunday was a wipeout due to
scattered showers and solid overcast. The day was mostly spent by those
present on getting their trailer and tiedown spaces sorted out, and the club-
house opened up. Due to a misconumunication with the maintenance con-
tractor who was supposed to winterize the clubhouse plumbing last fall,
there were three burst water pipes, so until that is repaired there isn’t any
sink/toilet facility in the main clubhouse (there is facility available in the
attached teilet block, though). Considerable time and effort was also spent
on looking over the leased premise area, to get final ideas of exactly where to
gite the new clubhouse, where to temporarily move the storage sheds while
the construction is going on, and checking out the official survey of the
property that was recently completed by an Ephrata firm.

There are several articles in this issue on the recent 55A Convention in
Albuguerque. This includes a major photo article that begins on page 4, as
well as further reports in the Northwest Scaring Scene on page 10.

FAA Designated Pilot Examiner Needed

Please take special note of the letter on page 27 from Carl Niedermeyer,
with his resignation announcement as the NW FAA Pilot Examiner Desig-
nee. As I'm sure everyone knows, Carl has been doing absolutely yeoman
duty in his every spare minute for several years now, and frankly, he’s
indicated that he needs a break in order to get back to doing some of his own
flying. Every onc of us in the NW owes a very great debt of gratitude to
Carl for his selfless services in support of soaring, and I for one, want to say
a very big Thank You to Carl (and Bob Chase and John Hope before him) for
this. Let's see someone else step up now!

Seattle Glider Council 2000 Rate Structure

SGC one-year membership renewal (January-December) US$25
(SGC Membership is required for all tows behind an SGC towplane.)

SGC Family Membership (for 14 and older) US$10 each
Towline-only Subscription US$15
Canadian Postage (add) US$ 5

Tows (at Ephrata):
$20.00 for first 15007 {minimum fee)
$.70 per 100 feet above 15007

Tows (any airport other than Ephrata):
$22.00 for first 1500°
$.80 per 100 feet above 1500

Aero retrieve or
glider ferry:
$70f tach hour

Ephrata Pilot Use Fee: $60 for the season, or $10 per week (Sat-Fri)

(Notes: maximum limit if pilot fee paid by the week is $90; SGC membership
provides for one “free” week of pilot fee at Ephrata)

Trailer parking: $120 for the season, or $15 per week (Sat-Fri)

RV parking: $225/season (+ $17.55 tax}, or $35 per week{Sar-Fri}
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2000 SSA

National Soaring
Convention

Reporied by Ron Ferguson
FPhotas by Bob Duncan and Ron Ferguson

As the banner shows. this vear's S5A National Soar-
ing convention was hosted by the Albuquerque Soaring
Club, on March 15-18, and the city was ... well, you
probably guessed it by now. Expanding on the new sport
aviation alliances that the S5A iz forging, this yvear’s con-
vention theme was Lift 2000, and shared exhibit space
and session topics with the U.S. Hang Gliding Associa-
tion (USHGA), the U.S. Ultralight Association, and the
ULS. Aerobatic Association.

Frankly, in the vwenty years since Marion Barritt
and I were co-Chairs for the 1980 55A Convention in
seattle, I've become pretty jaded (1 hesttate o say bored,
but uninterested would be a fairly good description) of
the annual SSA conventions. Beginning with the Portland
convention two years ago, then Knoxville last year, my
enthusiasm has been restored, to the point where 1 was
absolutely ecstatic with this year™s convention! 1 have to
say that | thoroughly enjoved every minute of this year’s
bash in Albeguerque ... and the Awards Ceremony and
banguet on Saturday night, was probably the best T've
ever heen ro.

To provmote this summer's combined Sports and World
Class Nationals in Ephrata. [ decided we should have a
hooth at the exhibit hall to promote it. Vince Miller cre-
ated some very eye-catching signage for the booth, burt |
stll felt a sense that it would be difficult to get very many
pilots to stop by and talk with us (and hopefully, to sign
up for the contest). We needed some sort of attraction
bo bring people in. so | thought to myself, “why not mar-
ket some contest merchandise to the seneral soaring pub-
lic. at the same time #s we generate some initial seed money
for the contest? Using the outstanding logo that Max

E b
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Karst designed for the contest, 1 had a local promational
shirt company digitize the logo, then ordered 115 long-
sleeve, button-down collar, twill shirts made up with the
logn embroidered just above the pocket. 'We then sent
about half of them o the convention. In the photos on
this page. Kap Parks is helping Roy Clark 1o chose
between a red. green. or blue shirt {top); while browsing
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around the exhibit hall, I spied Eric Greenwell and former
SGO/BESC member Jim Hogue proudly wearing their
new 2000 Nationals shirts (middle. previous pagel); and
John Edwards and hizs wife. from Arlington, WA, and
owners of 4 Stermme, dropped by the booth (bottom photo).

‘o managed to sell quite a numer of the shins, although
we still have an inveniory on hand.

As yvou might expect, all the Latest sailplanes were on
display. As luck would have it an ASH-25 (photo bottom
lefl of previous page) was just in front of our booth, so
we were forced o look at this gorgeous sailplane.

At the opposite corner of the exhibit hall was ungues-
tionably the satlplane that continues to generate the most
interest ... the Stemme (photos above). I doubt there
was o lime throughout three days of exhibition when there
weren't at least 6-8 drooling and potential buyers milling
around, poking and prodding. asking questions of the sales
stalT for this uliimate powered sailplane. Perched on a
307 high fuselage stand. the well-appointed cockpit was
now at eye-level, and the underwing access panel to the
powerplant was easily viewable. Due to the massive wing-
span, the nght wing was folded at the mid-wing joint, and
folded hack on the rear fuselage for maximum etfect. What
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a sailplane! .. and to think that right here
in the Pacific Northwest, we have the
higest concentration of Stemme salplanes
of anywhere in the U.S, ... seven I'm told.

To the immediate nght of our booth
was Peak Soanng, the U.S. distributor for
the PW-3 Waorld Class sailplane. One of
the upbeat stories going around the con-
vention is that the fortunes of PW-5 are
on the rise, with the production start-up
of the Bielsko sailplane factory in Poland.
To show their mettle, the factory jumped
through every imaginable hoop to bring
their brand new prototype of the two-place PW-6 (photo
below). This was another popular sailplane on the floor,
and getting a photo of it without 3-4 interested pilots
crowded around was difficult.

Walking around the exhibit hall one afternoon, Cyndi
Stephenson was spotted at the S5A booth (on the right
inthe top left photo. next page). and since her departure
from the 55A office staff was announced at the con-
vention, a photo farewell in Towline seemed appropri-
ale. She now works for a college in Hobbs.




COrver at Blanik America, the SGC's Vitek Siroky not
only had a Blanik on the floor, but was also showing off
a LAK-17 to a prospective buyer (top right photo).

The Genesis was not only a popular sailplane on dis-
play. but also the most colorful (middle nght photo),

Readers of Towline (June, 1999) might recall that Bob
Moore, aided by several very generous sponsors, do-
nated his two-place Nelson Hummingbird motorglider to-
the U.5. Southwest Searing Museum in Moriarty, NM.
Since Moriarty is not far from Albuguergue, the museum
was brought o the convention for display. It must have
been a very happy sight for Bob (bottom right photo).

Bill Ard, dealer for Ruszia sailplanes, the Russian en-
try in the World Class Sailplane competition, was on hand
1o talk about the latest model that’s about 1o hit the shores

~d motorglider version (bottom left photo).

Dan Tarasievich (second from botlom lell photo),
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of Para-Phernalia, was on hand to display his line of para-
chutes. and John Daly stopped by to see what’s new
(John will likely need a new parachute, as rumor has it
that he placed an order for a new sailplane while at the
convention ... any comments, John). Unfortunately, even
with repeated contact with the exhibit hall staff in ad-
vance of the convention, Dan was not blessed with one
of the best locations on the exhibit hall floor, and that can
make for a long, slow three days.

Jerry Plaszowiecki (second from top left photo), an
SGC member who formerly flew his ASH-26E at Ephrata
but who now lives in Minden, NV, is becoming a conven-
tion regular with his increasingly popular WinPilot,

Other Items of Interest

Due 1o exhibit floor hours that ran from 8AM o 5PM
cach day, Kap and I found ourselves virual prisoners at
our booth, and consequently, have little to report on ses-
sions. If anyone who attended 1s interesied in writing
about this for the next issue of Towline, that would be
very much appreciated. Luckily for us, Tom and Linda
Bixon from Boise were our fill-in booth workers, help-
ing in set-up and break-down, and helping out at the booth
when we needed a break.

At every convention, there’s always one special staff
person who outshines evervone else, someone you can
always 20 to when the inevitable emergencies arise, when
yvou need something special done, 0r 10 answer ques-
tions, That person at
this convention was
Carol Roeske (photo at
right), of the Albuguer-
que Soaring Club. She
wits Our Cgoto” person
from the moment we
arrived and started to
setup. Apparently this
was felt by others, as
she received a Special
Service Award at the
closing hanguer, and
we felt this was definitely deserved.

SSA Awards Banquet

The real treat of this convention was the Awards Ban-
quet. | must say that 1 enjoyed this year’s banquet more
than any other I've ever been to.

The hours just before the banquet were inauspicious.
Just as the exhabition hall was closing down, and we were
beginning the breakdown of our booth, the dozens of
huge flourescent ceiling lights flickered off, then on, five
times in quick succession, with an ominous thudding
sound as the ballast struggied to relight at half strength.
We thought it was someone’s rather amateurish way of
announcing the hall’s closure to delegates, and went about
our booth teardown, Lucky for us that we only had to
pack up the remaining shirts and the signage, as 30 min-
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utes later the exhibit floor was plunged into total dark-
ness. The loading dock doorway. not too far away, gave
us our only light. It must have been hell for anyone
trying to de-rig sailplanes, or at booths on the “dark side”.
Asg we left the hall, we learned that there was a wide-
spread power failure. A grass fire in the NW corner of
the state had taken down a major power line ... the blackout
wag across the entire state! With an early flighr out the
next morning Kap and T decided the better part of valor
was 1o get our bags packed first, while it was still light
out, and decide later if we'd venture out to the banguet
(il there was 1o be one).

The cocktail hour was already in full swing when we
wrrived, and as it was getting darker outside by the minute.
it was lucky that it was held in a foyer with lots of glass.
Incredibly, with just a few minutes to go before the sched-
uled banguet hour start, the power came back on. Word
spread that the prime rib for dinner was already cooked
before the power went out, and that it was still hot. We
rushed in to our table.

Charlie Spratt did his usual excellent job of Awards
Master ... interestingly presented, speeches were fairly
short and succinct, and that left time for the main speaker.

And what a speaker! Charles Precourt. one of
NASA'spremier astronauts, a four-time Space Shuttle
pilot, including a long stint on the Mir Space Station.
He's now the man in charge of all astronaut crew.

We were regailed with fots of tales of what it’s like o
fly the world’s ultimate glider. and what life is like aboard
the Mir. Since the room was full of glider pilots, extra
time was spent on the final few minutes of cach Shuttle
flight, when 1t essentially turns into a glider for the wild
ride into earth’s atmosphere, slowing from 18,000 mph
to under 300 mph for touchdown... where a series of

knife-edge turns are used to brake the aircraft. We learned
that if vou're abeam of NYC at time of entry, on astraight
glide to the east. your landing point would have to be
beyond the Alrican continent. What glider pilot wouldn't
want to fly in that!

At our table, from the left: Dick VanGrunsven and his
wife, Mike Newgard, Kap Parks, Steve Northeraft, Tom
and Linda Dixon, and Ron Ferguson. Next to our talie
was g contingent from the Wilamette Valley Soaring Club,
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The Ephrata Clubhouse
Donation Thermal

sasssssoonessssannm

I|_

SGC Soaring
Foundation News

Page 8

We're Soooo Close ... Please
Send In Your Donation Today!

As of April 1, we're at
$78,721

. striking distance from our
goall All we need is a few more
donations, and we'll be much
more assured that we can cover
all expenses on building Phase 1
of the clubhouse.

The overall project is really
starting 1o move along. TProject
Manager, [ohn I}.a!}-', has much of
his team in place, and we're
getting very close to the day when
ground can be broken,

The tinal wording of the new
lease between the 5GC Soaring
Foundation and the Port of
Ephrata is being crafted right
now, and we're hoping that this
new 4l-year lease can be signed
sometime in April. The final
touches are being put on the
engineering drawings by Gerry
Pomeroy and Joe Patton, in
preparation for application of the
building permits. A legal plot plan
is currently being surveyed, and

we're about to obtain an
environmental survey.
The bid for the two

manufactured sections of the
clubhouse came in far higher than
expected, so current plans are for
the entire clubhouse to be
constructed on-site by 5GC
volunteers. It appears that a final
decision has now been made to
construct the clubhouse just to the
soulh of the present clubhouse,
approximately in the center of the
property.

Joe Patlon, working with Jerry
Pomeroy, have finalized the
architectural drawings, and the
Board ot Directors of the 551 have
siven approval, By May 1, we
expect to  have submitted

Ephrata Clubhouse Donors
from 1/29/2000 to 4,1/ 2000

Lennie Pin Supporter
$15,000+

Three-Diamond Supporter
£5,000-%14,999

Gerry Pomeroy
AeroMech, Inc
(Tony Wiederkehr)

Two-Diamond Supporter
$1,000-%4,999
Nelson & Jan Funston
Wilamette Valley Soaring

One Diamond Supporter
$500-$999
Mike Newgard

Gold C Supporter
$300-5499

Silver C Supporter
$100-$299
Thomias Croley
Stan Kasprzyk
The total number of donors
to date 15 73.

The total donation amount,
as of 1 April, 2000 is

$78,721

application for the building
permit, and as soon as the lease is
signed, we'll be ready to go.

With the goal so close, it's
imperabive that you search your
pocketbook, consider your long-
time commitment to the premier
soaring site in the Pacific
Northwest. Building this
clubhouse will ensure that soaring,
pilots for vears to come will have
a great tacility to support soaring,.
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Update on the 2000
Sports Class and World Class

U.S. National Soaring Championships

Plans are still proceeding for the Seattle Glider Council
to host the 2000 Sports and World Class U.S. National
Soaring Championships at Ephrata.

Late breaking news: final approval is pending from
the S5A, but a request has been submitted to addi-
tionally host an Open Class Regional in conjunction
with the Nationals. It is still to be determined whether
this would be a six or seven day competition, but it is
hoped that we can schedule it for seven days.

The contest dates are:

Practice: 2-3 July
Competition: 4-13 July (Nationals)
Competition: 4-10 July (Open Regionals)

The §5A Online Pilot Registration system is available
on the 58A web site, and that’s proving Lo be a very suc-
cessful way for submission of registrations.

Apparently, many pilots are hoping to register their
entry to the contest at the last minute. This is probably a
mistake, as a change is sweeping the contest world --
contests are once again filling up, and late entries are be-
ing turned away (at Mifflin, PA, site of the 15-Meter Na-
tionals, they have already filled with the maximum num-
ber of pilots, and over 20 pilots have been tirned away

fogo by Max Karst

EPHRATAR

from this competition). Don't let that happen to you for
our Ephrata contest! Get onto the S5A site on the [nternet
and register today!

As of 1 April, total entries for both Nationals classes
sits at 45, and a yet-to-be-confirmed 6 pilots for the Open
Regicnals, [ still project that we’re going to have a full
contest ... between 65 and 70 pilots, 50 get your regisira-
tion application in today! If you aren’t online, give me a
call at 1-425-455-3589 (days), or 1-425-453-8030 (eve-
nings) and I'1l get a printed form out o you by mail.

So, if al this sounds like fun, make your decision early
if you're going Lo fly, and get your pilot registration (com-
plete with your deposit of $150 by check) sent in now. If
you think you can help out on the ground, let us know
that now Loo, s0 that we can begin to develop the staffing
matrix. See you there!

Ron Ferguson - Conrest Manager

EPHRATA STATIOM * JULY 23,2000 * EFHRATA, WA 98823

USPS ACCEPTS SOARING
CANCELLATION STAMP!!

Word has been received that the U.S. Postal Service
headquarters has accepted our request to create a special
hand-cancellation stamp that features the National Soar-
ing Championships in Ephrata this summer. This was
accomplished with the support and assistance of Mark
Wanke of the Ephrata Post Office. In his official capacity
of Ephrata City Council member, Mark has been a great
supporter of all our soaring efforts in Ephrata.

The design, shown above, was created by Max Karst
to the exacting specification required by the USPS, and
measuring 4" in size.

Toswline, April. 2000

As you can see on the stamp, the date is 3 July, and
thar's the only day this stamp will be used. Mark Wanke
will set up a special, temporary post office facility in the
airport Terminal Building during the day of July 3.

Only one copy of this stamp is being produced in this
design, and at the close of business on July 3, Mark will
be required by USPS repulations to physically destroy the
stamp and return it to USPS headquarters for disposal.

Therefore, if you want to participate in this historic,
collector’s edition of a Postal Service hand-cancellation
commemorating soaring, make sure that vou plan to be
at the Ephrata airport on the 3rd of July, with all the mail
that you want hand-cancelled, with proper postage af-
fixed.

[f you can’t be there, you can send it to me, placed
inside another envelope (i.e., so that it isn’t cancelled al-
ready), with postage already on it. 1 will then arrange to
have it in Mark’s hands on the 3rd, and it will be mailed
out with the stamp. Remember. you need to have postage
on it! Also, with the stamp size being 4", use a business-
size envelope Tor what you want mailed.

Ron Ferguson
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Pacific Northwest Sodrz'?z_g Scene

reported by Ron Ferguson

- =

Spokane Soaring Society (S8S)

The Spokane Soarnng Sociely (S55). flying from the Deer
Park Aarport (Just north of Spokane) now has a web site at
hitp:/fwww kinseyse.com/sss and would appreciate it very
much if any other soaring sites in the Pacific Northwest would
create a link to our site (and in turn, we will create one to
yours). Please forward to me at: Larry Kinsey.
sss @ kinseyse.com.

Larry Kinsey

‘vergreen Soaring Club (An SSA Convention Report)
The $SA convention in Albuguergue is said to have pos-
sibly the larsest attendance, including a few of us from the
Northwest making the trek. O1d Man Winter had not let oft
and my party found itself spending an unplanned night near
the airport (DIA) with flights being cancelled due (o blizzard
conditions m Denver. Thus we arrived late in the aflernoon
of the first full day.

With little time 10 view the displays on the first day, Tran
o i couple of shirt merchants who were hawking SGC's
hosting of the World and Sports Class Nationals, Didn’t en-
ter a contest, but did wind up with a shirt. Sull wearing day-
old clothing, | was an easy sell, Ron Ferguson and Kap Parks
provided yeoman service manning the booth throughout the
convention. The mee looking shirts, long sleeve poplin with
a small logo above the breast pockel, support the contest
and Ron claims o have a few left.

The displays were spread into
two halls having vendor boeths
in the middle plus either end,
Among the new sailplanes on dis-
play, the PW .6, a two-place larger
look-alike to the PW-3, Vitek

Siroky with his just off the boat

LAK =17 of which Richard

Johoson and Derck Pigeott of-

fered glowing praise, Also was the

Genests tailless sailplane and 2 .

Fox aerobatic glider. Both of these were impressive from the
“looks™ aspect.

The S5A 15 working to bring other interests into the pic-
ture and the US Hang Glider Association and the Academy
of Model Acronautics were present.

[ missed the general meeting, but heard there were com-
ments reparding lack of focus and support of club activities.
Another opic was smd to have more information Mow through
the regional structure and not be totally focused upon the
national level.

For those never having attended one of these conven-
tiong, the format remains similar each year, The individuality
comes with convention facilities, speakers, displays. ven-
dors, and local amenities. The later can include formalized
tours, activities and programs. Perhaps the most frustrating
aspect with attending, there is always the decision o face
which presentation to attend. Invariahly, a period will have
twor or three presentations worth seeing followed with the
next period having littie personal interest (a good time 10
revisit the displays). However. planning to sit in on one spe-
cific program even before arriving, the preceding program
ran long and [ dropped into another presentation. This was
very interesting and [remained (now to get Bill Stewart to tell
me about flving RB-57's) to its conclusion,

On Saturday, John Daly, Jon Magnussen, and I visited
the Morarity glider field, about thirty miles east of town,
Incredible. it is said there are about |80 sailplanes operating
here, The wind was howling, thus no glider activities during
Qur visit,

To keep the adventure going, toward the end of the last
day, there was a statewide power outage caused by a range
fire. This made for interesting presentations, navigation 1o
und relurn from the hotel to change for the evening hanquet,
and a low light atmosphere for cocktails. We thought we may
be in for cold cuts, but the power was restored and the ban-
quet went forward. The featured speaker. Chief of the Astro
naut Corps. Charlie Precourt pre-
sented an interesting program on
his Space Shuttle and MIR dock-
ing experience o be capped off
with his flying with the local Albu-
querque club the following day.

When attending one of these
functions, one must look beyond
the comvention with idea of also
tzking in the local attractions, per-
haps spending an extra day or two,
L 1 fowmnd my former Navy squadron-
miale and as usual, the older we get, the better we were.

Gary Thayer
(Editor: For those who might nort be familiar with Gary
Thayer, here are a few brief details of his backpround: Gary
ftas been with Evergreen Soaring for over fifteen vears, and
during that time has held several board posivions, and iy
e the President of the club. His aviation eredenrials: SEL
commercial {sarev, very (inle tail dragger), 25004 hrs asa
Nawy Flioht Officer { Navigetor) in EC-121Ks, C- 118 and
C-54% plus a few others,

Pacific Northwest Soaring Scene provides monthly news about as many soaring sites in Aegion 8 as possible.
| We would like to have one requiarly-assigned contributor from each soaring operation and club who will write a 200-
| 500 word update on activities each month. If you wish to contribute. please comtact Ron Ferguson, at 425-455-
3589 (daytime), 425-453-8030 (evenings), or ronf@mainstar.com. E-mail submissions are preferred, and the
deadline for each month is the 10th of the previous month.
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What's Soaring In Idaho

W ARE!"! The weather finally broke and [ now have
five flights including local- real close to the airport in weak
stuff- to a 150M trip. All the local area talent have made at
least three flights in the last week. George Allen, Roger Frank,
Frank Kruesi, Stuart Larimore and [ flew on Sonday March
26rh, the best day this season, three of us completed a 150M
fhght from Nampa,ID 1o Jordan Valley, OR, Vail OR and home.
Tt was a bit of a challenge with winds in the high eens to low
20rs but a greal day.

Saturday, April 1, the gang, plus Eric Greenwell, who with
Jan were here to visil his miece, and Bob Gladics, who just
returned from NZ where he and Glenna spent the winter (Bob
flew a pew US National Standard 300K in wave and has filed
for the record. More about that flight clsewhere} did some
local soaring in weak stuff. The next day we all flew again
with better conditions but windy. Eric reported strong 20
mph at most altitudes. Almost everybody made it 1o Bogus
Basin ski area to buzz the skiers and then west into the wind
to Squaw Butte before heading home.  Eric showed what
wing span and penetration can do by continuing o
Ontanio,OR before returning to Nampa.

Both nights we went out for dinner and visining. After
the Saturday dinner a bunch went Stuart’s house to see some
videos that Bob brought back from NZ.

Brian Case has test flown his HP after some winter mods.
He is hot to trot for the Sports Class Nationals this summer in
Ephrata.

Linda and I went to the convention in Albuquergue. I
have been to 5o many that 1 didn’t see anything that really
stood up and got my atiention but as these things go it was
a fun time. We watched Ron and Kap sell, sell, sell Eprata
National contest shirts. If youdon’t have yours vet you will,
as soon as one of those two caiches youw.

Tom Dixon
Hdaho, and Idahe S5A Gevenor

Columbia Basin Soaring Association (CBSA)

Flying: We've had generally poor soaring in March
and (so far) April, with a couple good looking days that
at least a couple pilots missed due to being sick. Eric
Greenwell missed them all, as he was on the road with
the motorhome and motorglider, but did find a couple
good days in Minden and one in Boise.

Sailplanes: Art Napier recently picked up a Monerai
motorglider from New York. The first flight is scheduled
for this weelend after 2 larger fuel tank is installed. Bob
Moore and Jim Leedy still await the return of the DG
505MB, which was postponed when part of the exhaust
system cracked during a test flight by the dealer after
some wiring problems were corrected. Gene Hess
completed his glider rating at Minden, and now counts
the days until his Russia AC-3M maotorglider will appear.

Plans: At least two pilots will be flying our Nationals,
and possibly a third. Trips to Colorado and Montana are
pending, and some think straight-out distance flights (with
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either a soaring or motoring retrieve the next day) sound
like a good idea.
Eric Greenwell

Cascade Soaring Society

The club met in January for & mid-winter social day with
skiing at Mission Ridge and an evening banguet at the
Roaster for annual awards and officers instaliment. Keith
Wiggins received the most promising pilot award, closely
followed by Bob Smet. Dan Morasch was re-elected asclub
President. On March 4, the club resumed flying operations
with the two-place Lark and the single-seat 1-26 gliders, and
its Cessna 1507150 towplane. Two weeks later, the Cascade
Souring’s pilots were joined by the Wave Camp participants
from the “wet” side of the mountains. Tow pilot training is in
progress with Stefan Valentin and Larry Tobiska geting
checked out.

Vitek Siroky

Wenatchee Wave (Wait?) Camp

ast fall we tried 1o have a wave camp at a new location.
Cle Elum looked like it could provide some interesting soar-
ing. Mother nature had other ideas. In the four plus weeks
we had only a few thermal days and no wave.

With this in mind, the ferry flight for T3B 1o Wenaichee,
put a smile on my face. The sky was full of CU’s and the
thermals lifted 75B from a 300 fpm descent 10 2 400 fpm climb.
1t was hard 1o wail for Saturday and some good soaring.

Saturday moming came and it was evident that mother
nature had other ideas. The sky was wall to wall with clouds
and they leaked water all day. Saturday was little bester. High
clouds and a south east wind of five knots made the decision
to go home at 11:00 an easy one. This weekend was all wait
and no wave.

Week two started with thermal activity through out the
Wenatchee Valley, We made six tows and all had good flights.
Dale Hacker had the high of the day at 10,600°. Sunday was
flat, with only one successful flight of forty-five minutes.
Again, there was more wait that wave.

Week three looked very promising as we crossed Stevens
Pass. Wave clouds were all over the sky. Everyone was in a
hurry torig in the 15-20 mph wind. By the fime we were ready
1o fly, the wind was 30 mph, with gustin excess of 35 mph. It
was a difficult decision not to take a tow, however, 1t was not
worth the risk to the towplanes. Sunday was a typical early
spring thermal day. The lift was good, with some people climb-
ing to 8.500°. The longest flight was east to Ephrata and
return. Again, we had more wait than wave.

We have one more weekend to find the magic Wenatchee
wave. I it turns out to be like the past three weekends, maybe
we should rename the wave camp Lo the wait camp.

Jim Simmons
Ephrata Airport User’s Meeting

Jim Simmons recently atended, as the SGC representative,
continued on page 18
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