lTowlirne

Vol. 52, No. 4 Newsletter of the Seattle Glider Council August/September/October, 2001

i % R e 2 T
- G 5 i
L T
T 3 B i
o 3 S a8
s i 3 et
e hk e e :
SRt R e .
G e i
S e T
#»bﬂo e 6] g
i %
k?:‘e‘ i L s ey
% o v 5 e e i T
i i Sk
s
PR R s lt: i G m%
3 i i st
i SR o SR
LI X
R Jo i3
23 e

D e e
2 '"....-.t?ﬁix:m«h%-- b

R

o
2

2 3%’%

e

Inside:

Remembering Doreen Chase, Norm Ellison, Jack Olson and Irv Prue
Northwest Soaring opens for business in Cle Elum

Flying the “Diana” - Soaring Shelton - SGC Membership Renewal




Northwest Soarna Resources

Soaring Society of America
P.O. Box E
Hobbs, New Mexico 88241
505-392-1177
WWW.553.0rg

S55A Region 8 Director
Steve Northcraft 425-235-0231

Idaho 5SA Governor
Tom Dixon 208-376-6718
Maontana SSA Governor
Steve Ard 406-388-6887
QOregon SS5A Governor
Stew Tittle 503-746-7032
Washington SSA Governor

Norman Ellison 425-747-7879
State Record Keepar - PositionVacant

Weather Information

NWS Spokane  509-353-2367
NWS Seattle  206-526-6087
FAA Woather  800-992.7433
Hotline {9900)  206-464-2000
Highway Report ~ 206-368-4499
_Cover Pho q

Northwest Soaring's 2-33 and 2-32
wait for their next flight at the Cle
Elum Airport.

Seattle Glider Council
PO. Box 7184
Bellevue, WA 98008-1184

Officers and Board of Directors

Chairman

John Daly 206-780-3432

Vice-Chairman

Tom Udd 206-954-5666
Treasurer

Jim Simmons 428-T42-4722
Secretary

Morman Ellison  425-747-7879
Directors

Doug Kyllo 425-485-3827

Mike Newgard 253- 630-9427

Steve Northeraft 425-235-0231
Piarre Parent 360-653-2613
Jim Simmons 425-742-4722

SGC/Ephrata Homepages
www.seattleglideroouncil.org
www.soarephrata.org
Webmaster: Vince Miller
253-863-6960
soarhead @aol.com

S5GC Clubhouse
Ephrata Municipal Airport
30 Airport St NE, Building 625
Ephrata WA 98823
509-754-3852

Sea the Calendar of Events in this issue
for information, times and locations for
SGC meatings.

Towline-only Subscription
Canadian Postage {add)
Tows (at Ephrata):

$22.00 for first 1500’

SGC one-year membership renewal (January-December)
{SGC Membership is required for all tows behind an SGC towplane.)
SGC Family Membership {for 14 and older)

$.80 per 100 feat above 1500'

Seattle Ghider CouncilRates

Lisg2s

US$10 each
Ussts
uUss s

$20.00 for first 1500 (minimum foe)
$.70 per 100 feat above 1500
Tows {any airport other than Ephrata):

Aero ratrisve or
glider ferry:
$70/ tach hour

Ephrata Pilot Use Fee: $60 for the season, or $10 per week {Sat-Fri)

(Motes: maximum limit if pliot fes paid by the week is $80; SGC membership
provides for one “free” waek of pilat fee at Ephrata)

Trailer parking: $120 for the season, or $15 per week (Sat-Fri}

RY parking: $225/season {+ $17.55 tax), or $35 per week

{Sat-Fri)

Region 8 Clubs/Associations

Boeing Employees SoaringClub

Newsline 206-516-4149
hitp://www.boeingsoaring.com

Cascade Soaring
Arnie Clarke 509-884-2494
www. nwintermet.com/~blanikam/css

Columbia Basin Soaring Assoc.
Tom Seim 509-827--5532
www.tcin.org/chsa

Evergreen Soaring
MNewsline
Harold Broomell 206-772-2112

www.evergreensoaring.org

High Desert Soaring - Bend, OR
John Bentley  541-330-3905

Puget Sound Soaring Assoc.
Operations 206-660-0019
Stefan Perrin 253-927-9183

www. pugetsoundsoaring.org

Silverstar Soaring Association
Hans Kruiswyk 250-763-1788
http:/fwww.members. home.net/soar

Spokane Soaring Society
Dale Walker 509-466-0206
htip:/fwww kinseyse.com/sss

Vancouver Soaring Association
Hans Baeggli 604-434-2125

http.//5069.be.ca/-vecaring/ivsa.him

Willamette Valley Soaring Club
Information 503-241-9237
WWW. WVSC.0rg

Commercial Operations

Blanik America, Inc.
Vitek Siroky 509-884-8303

Cascade Soaring
McMinnville, OR 97128
Joe Daern 503-472-8805

Lewiston, ID (Towplane)
Dave Dorion 509-243-9919
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Towline

Mewsletter of the
Seattle Glider Council

Editor
Vince Miller
18720 McGhee Dr.
Bonney Lake, WA 98390
253-863-6960
253-735-5151 fax
sparhead®@acl.com

Production Manager
Mike Newgard (and family)

Address Changes
Jim Simmons
Seattle Glider Coundcil
P.O. Box 7184
Bellevue, WA 98008-1184
LS4a@aol.com

Towling is published as often as
humanly possible

Towline material is published for
the enjoyment of soaring enthu-
siasts and is freely contributed.
The accuracy of the information
and the opinions expressed are
the responsibility of tha cantribu-
tor. The editor reserves the right
to modify material to meet space
restrictions. Permission is
granted to reproduce material
printed herein as long as proper
credit is given to the author and
the publication,

Contribution of articles, photos,
artwork and letters to the editor
are encouraged. The editor pre-
fers to receive text contributions
via e-mail in common formats,
Mailed PC or Mac format disks
are also acceptable. Other con-
tributions should be typed or leg-
ibly written. Scanning capabilities
for photos and artwork are cur-
rently limited to 8'2 x 14 inches.
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So [Long Guys...

Tost a few “Dads™ this summer...please let me explain. My real father died early
this summer. He was losing a long fight with the evils of cancer, so we all knew it
was coming, bot of course it still didn’t make it easier. He was one of those Buys
you looked up to for his complete involvernent with raising eleven kids, but also his
contributions to his newspaper profession, and to the communities he served while
in the legislature. You're only supposed to get one Dad in life, but I've always felt
that in a way, we get the opportunity for more.

With the passing of Norman Ellison and Jack Olson, I feel I lost a couple of my
“Dads of Soaring.” T"'m a generation back of these guys and always looked up to
them for the way they contributed to soaring and to my personal involvement in the
sport.

Norm was one of those guys that would always step forward to help make things
happen. He was always in the middle of things whether it was locally, nationally or
internationally. I think we all loved his voluntaryism and that certain charm that he
had about him at all times. He could give me that grin under his bushy mustache
and combine that with his wonderful English verbiage to most certainly bring me
out of the dumps. It seemed like every year he would bend my ear about how he
would swear off managing another contest...then he would be back again, ready for
action. [ had the opportunity to see how much soaring meant to him last year.
During cur 2000 Nationals, he was grounded with his leg problems, and I knew he
was going stir crazy at home. So, I had the pleasure of giving him the opportunity of
a same day “out and return” to Ephrata with my son and 1. Knowing him, I felt he
would enjoy getting connected with his soaring family and see the national contest
in action (and maybe we got him out of Alison’s hair for a bit!) Thou 2h he was
exhausted by the end of the day when I returned him to his home, it was easy 1o tell
that he was “recharged.”

Jack was another gem that I had the opportunity 1o spend a bit of time with. 1
worked with im on a couple projects, where he used the abilities of my
screenprinting company to belp him through some of his conceptual paintings. (Of
course he had his practical joke trademark in them...one of them being the top of a 7-
11 just over the edge of lunar crater!) The best times were when he would just
wander by to shoot the breeze. I can still smell the pipe tobacco and hear his
throaty chuckle. The guy was loaded with stories and he could tell them as colorful
as anybody I've known. And little did I know how talented he was as a story teller
on paper until I started going through old Towlines from the 605 and 70s. Luckily I
refused payment from Jack for the work Tdid. I felt rich enough for knowing him,
but I did mention that if he really wanted to work it off, he could do a painting for
me. Iconsider myself one of the lucky ones, There are few days that I dont take
notice of his painting on the wall in my office. He left his mark in many places
around this country, and I'm glad I was around to have him leave a bit of his mark
on me.

A special thanks to Wayne Woodmansee for supplying most of the photos of
Jack and Norm in this issoe.

Vince

On another note...I have made it known to the board that this will be my last issue
as your “temporary” editor. I feel that my inability to chumn these issues out quicker
is unfair to the membership. The root of the problem is that I am finding too much
unfinished business laying around on a a daily basis so it's time to cut something
out. 1did leave the door open in the future by mentioning “I need at least six years
“ill the kids move out.” Now let’s see how that goes...
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Norman H. Ellison

MNorman H. Ellison was born on September 11, 1931 in Luton, Bedfordshire, England, the son of Robert and Lilian Ellison. He
was raised in England where he attended school. He did an Aeronautical apprenticeship at Percival Aircraft Lid, Luton and
completed the apprenticeship as a fully qualified jig and tool designer. Mr. Ellison served with the National Service from 1953
to 1955 with the Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm, as a Petty Officer Designate on the aircraft carrier HMS Indefatigable and sailed on
her to the West Indies. Later, he was stationed at the Royal Naval Air Station at
Culdrose in Cornwall where he flew in Percival Sea Prince aireraft, the type that
he helped to build at Luton.

From 1955 to 1979 he worked at the English Electric plant at Whetstone,
Leicester, and then in the Jig and Tool Drawing Office at Jones and Shipman
Machine Tools in Leicester. Subsequently, he went back into the aviation
industry with a period at Armstrong-Whitworth Aircraft Ltd at Baignton,
Coventry where he worked on the TSR2. When the government axed this project
he joined Auster Aircraft Ltd, Reasby, Leicester.

In 1967 he had an opportunity to work on manufacturing sailplanes and joined
Slingsby Sailplanes Ltd at Kirkbymoorside in North Yorkshire some 30 miles from
York. Atthis point he moved with his family from Blaby to Kirbymoorside.
However, in November 1968 a fire destroyed much of the factory and the
company later went bankrupt. In 1969 a new company, Torva Sailplanes, Ltd.,
was formed in nearby Scarborough to design and build sailplanes and glider
equipment. Norman joined the firm in October 190% and was involved in the
design of the TORVA Type TA glider, a single-seat, Glass Reinforced Plastic
craft. Later, sailplane manufacturing was restarted at Slingshy after Vickers Ltd of
Barrow-in-Furness took over the assets of the old company. Norman went back
to Slingsby and worked in the drawing office and later on he worked with the
inspection team,

In 1979 he moved to Seattle to take up a two-year contract at Boeing Commercial Airplane Co Ltd in Seattle. He left an July L.
1995 on his retirement.

Mr. Ellison enjoyed sliding and was a member of the Boeing Employees Soaring Club serving as secretary, member of the
Seattle Glider Council where he held positions of secretary, Chairman and Board of Directors. He was also a member of the
Britannia Club. Nationally he served as Washington State Governor of the Soaring Society of America and assisted the
National Soaring Museum by gathering significant information about pioneers of soaring in the Northwest. He won several
badges in gliding and delighted in organizing and managing annual Regional and National soaring contests sponsored by the
Seattle Glider Council in Ephrata, Washington.

He owned two sailplancs, the first one was a Slingsby Skylark (tail ID: 2 Easy). and most recently he owned a Standard Libelle.
He happily adorned his latest glider with an unusual tail ID (an exclamation mark!).

Mr. Ellison was the author of two books, British Glider and Sail Plane and Percivals Aircraft. In addition he contributed to
“Thursday’s Child” about Ricardo Morrow Tate to be published in October, 2001 in England. He also did Soaring Historical
Resecarch,

Mr. Ellison was very interested in and knowledgable of classical music. He enjoyed the symphony and the opera and had a
wonderful collection of classical music.

He became a US citizen in 1982. That same year he met and married Alison R. Ridgwell. He became a baseball coach for his
stepson and learned the rules of the game to the point of being able to give advice to other coaches.

Mr. Ellison kept in touch with his many friends over the world via email and letters. He was a very kind and gentle man with a
oreat sense of humor and will be missed by everyone.

Mr, Ellison is survived by his wife Alison, of Bellevue; his sons Peter Ellison of England and Stephen Ridgwell of Bellevue;
twa brothers, Max Ellison and John Ellison both of England, two nieces and one nephew.
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John “Jack”™ Olson

Jack grew up as a farmboy in North Dakota. As he told his story...“Standing ankle deep in dust with Russian thistles
blowing by, I decided T damn well didn’t want to be a farmer! 1 hated milking cows so I made a deal with my dad that if I never
had to milk a cow again | would be happy to work in the blacksmith shop and repair farm machinery, 1decided most of all what
I wanted to be was a flyer. That’s my first love so I decided I'd join the Navy and get into their flying program. But then Tsaw
what the uniforms looked like. Ifigured with my stocky build I wouldn't look very neat in a Navy uniform. So1decided I'd
better try the Army Air Corps. Actoally I joined the Air
Corps because I thought I'd be able to run out my whole
school year at the University of North Dakota, but it turns
out the Army Air Corps didn’t keep their promises,”

He was accepted and started their cadet training and
ended up being an instructor in B-24s. After the war, Jack
decided that he'd someday flunk his physicals and be an
oul of work pilot with no other skills. So he turned down o
job with Western Airlines and went back to school at the
University of Minnesota to study design engineering.

After graduation he went to work for Boeing preliminary
Design Concepts Group and eventually Boeing Aero-
space. He worked on projects from hydrofoil boats to
power satellites to aircraft and spacecraft.

He was well known as a practical joker, In the mid-sixties,
(Georze Stoner, who was at the time head of Boeing
Aerospace, asked jack to paint some lunar landscapes.
This was before the lunar Jlanding and Mr. Stoner wanted
to show Congressional committees and professional
groups what the surface of the Moon was like. He was up
in front of the audience showing the pictures when
somebody starts to snicker and gmgele, Jack had slipped a
bleached out cow’s skull in the picture! It became a
trademark of Tack’s. Years later, he was still at it, as could
| be seen on a conceptual that was one of his last
| works. .the top of a convenience store could be seen over

the edge of a crater in one of his moonscape paintings of a

lunar rover.

In 1963 he learned to fly gliders with the Boeing Club.

Jack always felt eating, sleeping and flying is fundamental

o life. Jack remembers a wave flight in 1972 at Choteau,

Montana. “The beauty and awesome size of the lenticular

cloud stretching from horizon to horizon was unforget-
table.” His advice for other pilots...”Don’t plan to come and fly on the same weekend that Olson does unless you like crummy
weather!” He was one that would frustrate some of his buddies on cross country trips. He would acknowledge the fact that
they always had to wait for him, and would take the good natured ribbing... “He never met a thermal he didn"t like!™

Throughout the years he contributed colorful stories, paintings and cartoons...locally and nationally. He encouraged
soaring wherever he went.

He also was a skilled photographer and held a master-photographer certification from the Photographic Society of America.

Besides his wife of 4{) years, Mr. Olson is survived by four sons, John Olson and Robent Olson, both of Seattle, Thomas
Weinerth of British Columbia and Robert "Kip" Malaska of Tacoma; and a daughter, Julia Weinerth Sischo of Seattle.

A fifth son, Michael Weinerth, died in 1997. Mr. Olson also is survived by five grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
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Irving Prue and the Prue 160, designed from a P-38 drop tank.

Irving O. Prue died Tuly 21 when his Isuzu pickup crashed into a railroad overpass in Pearlblossom, California. The crash
ended the life of a man enthralled with flight since childhood.

While employed by what has become the Lockeed Martin aerospace firm, Prue worked on Lockeed Electra medels 10, 12, 14,
16 and 18; the P-38, F-80, F-94 and F-104; the Hercules
cargo and Constellation passenger planes; and the
Blackbird reconnaissance craft.

On his own time, Pruc also designed and built
nonpowered, metal-bodied sailplanes. including the Prue
160, the Prue 215, the Prue IT and II-A, the Prue UHP-1 and
the Prue Standard.

Prue worked for Lockeed for 41 years, retiring in 1971,
He was born i Orleans, Vermont in 1913, his affinity for
fhght became apparent duning his youth.

At 15, Irving built his first glider using plans from
Modern Mechanics magazine, his son recalled. “He got some friends to push it down a hill and it went up on its nose” before
achieving lift-off, leaving the pilot with a banged head and injured nose.

After graduating from high school in Vermont, he moved to California to attend the Boeing School of Acronautics in 1934
and 1935. He was hired by Lockeed in 1936.

During World War 11, he delivered P-38s across the country for flight testing and eventually used one of the planes’s drop-
able fuel tanks as the fuselage for the Prue 160, a V-tailed glider,

His reputation earned him the job of crewchief for United States sailplanes teams that participated in international soaring
competitions in 1938, 1960 and 1962. In 1964, Prue was inducted into the Soaring Hall of Fame and was awarded the Warren E.
Eaton Memorial Trophy of the Soaring Society of America in
1966.

At the time of his death, Prue was building a new glider he
called the Prue primary. It was similar to the first one he tried
to fly when he was 15. His idea was to teach young people
how to build them - get them interested in soaring and flying -
and have classes in high schools where you put one together
and take it apart. About six of the gliders were in various
stages of production at his death. He also was engaged in
building a very small one person glider intended to take off
under the power of a gas or electricity motor. The plane was
intended to be transported to a site where the wings could be
bolted into place and the pilot could lift off, get to altitude and
soar.
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Doreen Chase

Doreen Chase, wife of Bob Chase, has been one of those many unsung
heroes in soaring who we may not have seen out on the field every weekend
or flying in the contests but she has been there for so many of us,

She has been there at the registration and retrieve desks in our contests, or
when we needed parts ordered, instruction time scheduled, gliders rented,
trailers borrowed and so many other tasks that were essential to soaring in the
northwest. Many will remember her special dinners and desserts when she and Bob hosted SGC meetings and breakfasts after
the banquets at her house,

Doreen devoted her life to her family in her 54 years of marriage and to helping Bob run a successful flight school. Rob and
Doreen were the operators of the Soaring Unlimited Flight School in Issaquah and Wenatchee for many years, Here is a special
thanks for all that she has done.

Doreen Joyce Chase, was born on August 24, 1925 in Victoria, B.C. She passed away on August 15, 2001 at her Kirkland
home, as a result of a heart attack and chronic lung disease.

Doreen moved from Victoria at the age of 18 to the Seattle area, finding employment in the banking industry and later
working in the accounting department at a local auto dealership. She was very proud to become a U.S. Citizen in 1945, She was
an active member and former president of her Sorority, Beta Sigma Phi for 50 years. She devoted her life to her family, her family
businesses and to helping others.

After 54 years of marriage, she is survived in death by her husband, Robert R. “Bob™ Chase; daughters, Cyndi Bellamy of
Kirkland, Barbara Fulmer, of Vernonia, Oregon, nine grandchildren and three great grandchildren.

Bob Lamson honored by Museum of Flight

Robert T. Lamson was presented with the Pathfinder He was a test pilot on the 314 Clipper and XPBB Sea
Award by the Museum of Flight on October 27. Thisisthe  Ranger flying boats, B-17-C though -G models, B-29, B-50
twentieth year the award was presented to acknowledge and 377 Stratocruiser. He also flew the XFSB fighter, with
pioneering achievements in flying or aviation engineering,  contra-rotating coaxial propellers that turned into a sort of

Lamson worked as a test pilot for Boeing from 1941-52. metallic cole slaw in two forced landings,

He also served as technical consultant to

g e

T 2 G regional airlines and on various airport and
G airspace planning teams and crash investi-
gations. He developed the Air Tractor, a
crop dusting airplane whose market was lost
to a flood of surplus World War II trainers,

Robert was also very fond of his work with
the Lamson L106 Alcor sailplane, which he
built and flew in 1972 . It was the world's
first pressurized glider, and was built with
extensive use of composite materials,

His interest in composites led him to
consult with Aviation Partners Inc. in
development of blended winglets now
offered on Boeing Business Jets and 737-
B00s,
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Flying the Diana

Editor’s note: This article was written about flying
the new sailplane “Diana” in competition. The new
design boasts a lightweight carbon design with
extremely thin airfoils. The review was found on
rec.avalation. soaring.

by David Mockler (aka Discus Driver “2XX")

T had the good fortune to pilot the
first new production Diana at the
Uvalde 15 Meter Nationals and
would like to offer a recount of my
impressions of this aircraft and how
it performed against the best pilots
and sailplanes in the United States.

My, Jerry Zieba of Diana Sail-
nlanes contacted me in April and
kindly offered Diana “Zulu Juliet”
for me to fly in the 15M Nationals
at Uvalde. This aircraft would be
the second production model Diana,
but the first aircratt produced by
the newly formed Bogumil Beres
facility. The aircraft was finally
shipped from Gdansk on 4 July.
Jerry picked it up in New York
harbor on July 23. After a whirl-
wind of driving and paperwork,
Jerry miraculously arrived with the
Diana at Texas Soaring Association
on July 29th.

With little time for preparation and practice, Larrived in
Uwalde on 1 August, and conducted four practice flights
prior to the competition. These flights culminated with

a winning speed of justunder 100 mph on the second
practice day. My initial impressions of the Diana were
quite positive!

As most people know, the trailer and assembly
procedures are a bit unusual in that the spar stubs are
fixed to the fuselage instead of to each wing. Substan-
tial carbon fiber spar stubs protrude about 30" beyond
either side of the fuselage. On assembly, the fuselage
is first rolled out of the trailer on a dolly which, by
means of a clever hydraulic jack, keeps the fuselage
spar stubs above the trailing edge of the wings. Upon

Page 10

removal of the fuselage from the trailer, the ship is
lowered until the main wheel is just on the ground. The
wings are then extracted from the trailer keeping the
leading edge of each wing above the fuselage spar as
they are rolled out. Some care is required to ensure
that the wings are held sufficiently high to aveid banging
the spar stubs, However, this unusual practice readily

became routine and was aided by the extreme light
weight of the wing panels (approx 100 Ibsea.). As
mentioned by “OC”, handling of the wing root isa
challenge for the beginner in that there is no spar stub
to hang onto. Certainly, either technique or some type
of handling aid would take care of this. Overall.
assembly is straightforward and is aided by the light
weight of the components.

The guality of the components, fit and finish was at
least equal to the very best of the German ships. Iran
my 2" wave gage over the wings and could not find any
noticeable sign of waviness. “Optically”, the wings
were near perfect. However, the trailing edge of the
left spoiler did not seat perfectly. This condition

Towline, August/September/Cctober 2001



seemed to disappear in flight. The all-carbon construc-
tion gives the ship a very solid and robust feel through-
out,

The cockpit is well Iaid out with the side stick on the
right and all other controls accessible by the left hand.
There was never a need to “shift” hands in flight as
with some gliders. Actuation of the full span flaperon
was smooth as silk throughout the flap range. I “really™
liked the side stick. Actuation was smooth in both axis
and seemed to cause less fatigue on extended flights
than a standard stick. However, the Diana’s ulrahigh
roll rate does demand a relatively smooth and precise
technique.

In flight the Dianais very pleasant. I have never
flown a glider with such low adverse vaw characteris-
tics. Full rate (ie. 3 seconds - 45 to 45) rolls can be
done with only 2/3 rudder. The resulting maneuverabil-
ity provides a competitive advantage in centering and
rolling in and out of thermals. The Diana offers the
option to roll 90 degrees into a tum, change your mind
and roll back onto course without delay or significant
penalty. “ZI” was recognizable to other pilots from
some distance simply by the extrernely agile mannerin
which the ghder maneuvered.

Performance: Based on my experience in Uwvalde,
the Diana was equal to the best of ASW-27"s and V2's

The cockpit is significantly more reclined than the
typical racing class ship. However, [ would not
describe it as “cramped™. Leg room is a limiting factor
for pilots in excess of 6'in height. Howewver, shoulder,
hip and elbow room were all much more generous than
my Discus A. The in-flight adjustable headrest was a
nice feature. However, another inch or so of leg room
would be nice for taller pilots.  As mentioned on the
NG, 1did fly most of the contest barefoot. This did
provide a little extra leg room, but more significantly, my
white tennis were causing very distracting reflections,
A pood pair of darker colored deck shoes would have
solved this problem without compromising leg room.
Ventilation is good with a high volume demister in the
nose as well as an “aimable” vent located on the
cockpit sidewall near the control stick. 1did note that
the nose vent, if left in the full open position, becomes
unacceptably loud over about 80 kts. However, when
the flow is “throttled back”, for higher speads, it
provides adequate ventilation and is very quiet.

Visibility in the Diana is outstanding. With the
reclined seating, forward and upward visibility is
excellent. Behind, you can see the horizontal and up
front, a quick rock of the wings easily reveals any
hazardous traffic which may be ahead and directly
below.
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throughout the envelope. The ship did seem particu-
larly goad in the important 90 to 1 10 knotrange. On
one particular 55 mile, 110 knot. dead heat final glide,
the Diana beat a well-flown, heavy, "27 home by a
comfortable margin. The Diana is linited to 10.3 PSF,
which was perhaps a small disadvantage in Uvalde.
Another pound or so would have been nice under some
of those incredible cloudstreets.

Thermalling is a joy because of the maneuverability,
visibility and turn radius. 48 to about 53 knots seemed
to be about right at gross weight. In the larger gpageles,
I could sometimes core the thermal in a much smaller
diameter and outchimb many of the ships. 1 never
once had the sense that any other ship, including the
V2, had any advantage in climb. T often ended up on the
top of the weak pre-start gaggles supporting my Opinion
that the ship would be excellent in Light conditions.

The contest stats show that I was within a few tenths
of 1% of the winner’s score on the AST days, but was
about 59 off the mark on the PST’s. My continuing
PST brain disconnects dropped my overall ranking on
the final day from 3rd to a still respectable 5th. Cer-
tainly, the Diana can drag race with the best of them!
Thanks again to Jerry Zieba for entrusting me with his
beautiful sailplane!
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