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Out on Task

Towline changes

Back for round two...See the proposed changes to vour newsletter schedule on page 8
to best serve our club with a hint of fiscal conservatism. My apelogies for the wordy
1ssue, but we had a lot of ground to cover.

Vince

Region Eight Election

Editor's Note: The 554 is holding an election for Director for Region 8 this year. At
press tine, ondy ore candidate will appear on the ballat. The current Director, Stephen
Northcrafi witl stand for re-election to another three vear term. Ever though he will be
rurnning unoppaosed, He has forwarded a campeaign statement for inclusion in TOW-
LINE. Following the statement, Steve outlines mary of the future gfforts concerning our
sporl,

As the incumbent Region 8 Director, I have been active during my tenure in several
arcas of concerm to the S8A membership. Over the last five years | have served on
several S85A Boards dedicated to improving the SSA and its services to the member-
ship. I have served on the Government Liaison Board as Chair of the Airport Advisory
Committee, and in this capacity [ have counseled numerous clubs and members on their
dealings with local airport entities. As a Director of the Soaring Safety Foundation, 1
have focused on improving the visibility of safety related issues to the membership,
including a suceessful effort (finally) to include NTSB report summaries in upcoming
issues of SOARING. While serving as the Chair of the Technical Board, 1 coordimated
the efforts and expericnees of SSA members in dealing with the recent Piper Pavmes
AD. While [ am an active racing pilot, I recognize the relative importance of competi-
tion to the membership at large and will continue to direct my efforts accordingly.

The future of soaring will continue to require constant diligence on the part of the
SSA Directors and Members to maintain the freedom of the skies that we currently
cnjoy. I solicit vour continued support in my efforts to maintain that freedom,
represent the membership, and improve the S5A.

As an aside to my campaign speech, the SSA is finding itself involved more and more
with the continuing problems on increascd Legislative interference, and the regulatory
problems which are an almost daily eccurrence in dealing with the FAA. The S5A has
long cultivated a relationship with the FAA as one of, if not the major, proponent for
pure sport flying. AQPA generally represents General Aviation interests across the
board, often to the detriment of some areas. EAA is primarily involved in the
certtfication aspects of experimental aircraft, for obvious reasons. SSA has tried to
form partnerships with the balloon and parachute and the Hang Glider organizations to
help with dealing with regulatory issues, but these organizations are not as strong as
the 88A. The 85A has a tremendous influence in the FAR part 61 rewrite, essentially
rewriting, several of the sections dealing with gliders, which the FAA apparently will
accept. Our lobhying Congress on the “Child pilot” problem (S5A submitted testi-
mony to the congressional committes) resulted in a significantly different rule from
what was initially proposed. There is more and more a feeling that we are having our
airspace privileges encroached upon by bits and pieces of rulemaking that we must deal
with in an effective manner. There is considerable concern that there may soon be rules
prohibiting everflights of National Parks, for instance, which may be legislated from
outside the FAA. WE MUST FIGHT THIS. It is only with a strong voice from the
S5A will our concernx be heard.

Even now, the US military is attempting a major airspace grab in the western LIS,
even though they are actually cutting back on total flights. Again, AOPA and EAA can
help, but many of the real concerns are unique to the SSA.

Stephen Northeraft 854 Director, Region 8




SGC Board Meeting Minutes

April 8, 1996

Present for this Board Meeting were
Chairman Norm Ellison, Directors Bob
Chase, John Daly, Steve Northerafi,
Pierre Parent, Kapi Parks and Ragnar
Smith. Also present were Towline Editor
George Day and Members Vince Miller
and Len Trautman. The meeting was held
in the offices of Software Information
Services in Bellevue.,

The meeting was called to order by the
Chairman at 1850.

The minutes of the Board Meetings on
February 15 and March 11, 1996, as
published in Towline, were reviewed and
corrected as follows: February Minutes
shall spell Pat Dunston’s name thus;
March Minutes, under Tow Planes shall
read that Pilot Qualifications require
commercial or high power rating and that
the Next Board Meeting be on April 8,
1996. The Minutes were then approved.
OLD BUSINESS
Tow Planes are both in Wenatchee. The
Pawnee has a starter problem and Steve
MNortheraft will advise Jim Yates and take
action to have repaired.

Towline will, in future issues, include a
calendar of events and the wsual
advertisements. Pages will be nurnbered
and certain pertinent telephone numbers
may be included. The Editor proposed
that Towline sell advertising space on a
commercial basis and the Editor was
asked to establish a proposed cost
schedule. The 1996 roster is expected to
be enclosed with one of the next issues.

Editor Day will mvestigate with Trea-
surer Funston how to best obtain a
computer for use on Towline. SGC now
owns a printer and several programs
suitable for publishing work.

Contest Manager Ellison reported that to
date he has received 5 entries for the %6
Region 8 Contest. The Competition
Director position is not entirely solidified
at this time, however, Steve Northeraft
will serve unless a volunteer enters.

A check forwarded to Evergreen Searing
for towing in the 93 Contest and
deposited late was returned by the bank
because the account had then been
closed. The check will be re-issued by

the Treasurer.

Ephrata Port Commission has indicated
in 2 letter to SGC that it intends to charge
an event user fee of $100 together with
additional charges for manpower as
requested or as found necessary by the
Port. The Region & Contest was reported
to be considered an event, Ragnar Smith
will re-read the lease agreement 1o see
how contests are addressed in the lease.
Norm Ellison will inquire of the Port what
constitutes an event, how will SGC be
affected by events arranged by other
entities, what will manhour cost units be,
ete.

In connection with the discussion on
evernts it was noted that the time factor of
3 hours for a notam on opening the
acrobat box is completely inadequate for
safety and ability to obtain the needed
information.

The Ephrata Airport Regulations shall
again this season be read and signed by
all pilots and crews as required by the
Port.

The Ephrata Clubhouse opens Samr-
day April 20, 1996. Steve Northeraft will
contact Jim Yates to service the plumb-
ing installations and will also review how
best to repair the deck sunshades.

CAP will be active on the Ephrata
Airport April 11-20, 1996.

Policy re-write is in progress by Kapi
Parks,

Program for May: Fred Hermanspann
discusses the Chinook project; for June,
July: no general meeting; for August:
Social meeting in the evening at Bob and
Doreen Chase residence in Kirkland.
Wave Camp has this year successfully
provided wave three out of four
weekends with Steve Baker 1opping
17,000 ftas best flight.

A Treasurer's report was not given as
the treasurer is out of town. The
Chairman was asked to establish a
position of Assistant Treasurer,

Award Trophies, when space for addi-
tional name plagues is not available,
shall be retired to the Clubhouse for
permanent display and new trophies
shall be acquired. Norm Ellison will
diseuss a potential budget for this with
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Melson Funston, Treasurer.

NEW BUSINESS

Awards Banqust will take place Novem-
ber9, 1994 at the Museum of Flight. Bob
Chase is handling the Banquet,

A Z-seater Competition has been pro-
posed by John Daly who will forward a
write-up to the Towline Editor better
describing his idea.

Expeditions to Ranger Creek will be
requested of the Forest Service by Norm
Ellison as follows: PSSA: Sept 7-8, 14-15;
Evergreen: Sept21-22,28-29; 8GC: Oct 5-
6, 12-13,allin 1996,

A leader for other expeditions, i.e. to
Montana, is desired and shall receive
encouragement by the Council for such
safaris,

There being no further business the
meeting was adjourned at 2054 by the
Chairman.

The next Board of Directors® Meeting
will be May 13, 1996, 6:45 PM and will be
at Software Information Services in
Bellevue.

Respectfully submitted,
Ragnar Smith, Director

May 13,1996

Present for this Board Meeting were
Chairman Morm Ellison, Directors Bob
Chase, John Daly, Steve Northcraft,
Pierre Parent, Kapi Parks and Ragnar
Smith. Also present was Member Len
Trautman, The Meeting was held in the
offices of Software Information Services
in Bellevue.

Prior to the meeting bemg called to
Order, the Chairman noted that Pat
Dunston has accepted the position as
Treasurer. A separate Post Office Box
will be opened in Ephrata and the Post
Office Box now in effect in Bellevue will
be retained.

Also prior to the Chairman calling for
Order, Bob Chase noted that the Ephrata
CAP has volunteered to provide over-
night space for Contest participants in
the CAP facilities,

The meeting was called to order by the
Chairman at 1857 .

The Minutes for the Board Meeting on



SGC Board Meeting Minutes Continued...

Towline for publishing and were ap-
proved as read {Towline for April 1996
having not yet been published).

OLD BUSINESS

Tow Plane pilots’ average age was
reported by Pierre Parent to be 56.5
years. 500 hours Total Time for tow
pilots therefore appears high. Waivers
are however available for non-complying
pilots. Pierre Parent will address insur-
ance Tequirements in a letter to Steve
Nertheraft whe may be taking up this
matter within the SSA organization. A
letter from Costello Associates, SSA
insurance agent, has been received by
8GC confirming that Don Banford and
Jim Simmons have received waivers to
tow.

Tow plane financial status report for
1996 to date was submitted by Pierre
Parent. This report points at negative
cash flows, however the tow season is
still early and is likely to improve.

The cost of gas for the tow planes has
increased generally 17 cents/gal since
March and can be expected to increase
further. A motion to surcharge the tow
bills at 25 cents/1,000 ft of altitude,
effective immediately, was unanimously
approved.

Towline computer purchase for the
editor’s use was nnanimously decided to
be tabled for the time being.

Region 8 Conlest may be canceled if
there are insufficient participants. Norm
Ellison and Steve Northcraft will make a
go/mo go decision by May 23. At this
time thete are 11 entries with one
expected to drop out.

Ephrata Club House deck shade strue-
ture has been repaired and the fabric
shades are out for replacement. Club
House cleaning schedule needs to be
published.

Locked storage space may be available
near the Club House from the Port, off
SGC leased areas, as rcported by the
Chairman, however no apparent mnterest
was noted and no action taken,

Aerobatics competitions will take place
May 15-19 and these are expected to take
place as in the past without interrup-
tions.

Ephrata Airport Rules as bound in a 3-
ring binder appears to have been lost

and need to be found and current
signatures of all pilots and crews
entered.

A military Operation Rodeo, involving
aerial re-fueling of large aircrafi, is
expected for the entire Moses Lake area
June 18-29.

Runway and Taxiway lights broken last
year will be paid for on equal basis by
SGC, BESC and Evergreen, $108.00 each.
Folicy Review is under way and is
provided additional information by Norm
Ellison.

Inventory shall list items of value or
special interest only such that these
items may be readily found when
needed. Insurance listings should also
be consulted.

Treasury given by the Chairman,
indicated that there is a fluctuating but
positive balance in the bank acconnt.

Washington State Sales Tax, WSET, is,
according to Alan Negrin of Alpha
Soaring as reported by the Chairman,
under <¢ertain circumstances not re-
quired. Previous discussions between
the State and SGC and between the State
and Evergreen Soaring have, however
indicated that such taxes are required.
3GC will therefore continue to charge
WEST.

Ranger Creek Airfield will remain open 5/
15-11/15, 1996, The Dept of Transporta-
tion, DOT, will nol require set-aside
dates for user groups and the field will be
available for use outright.

SGC Banquet will be Nov 9, 1996. Firm
prices from the Catererwill be available in
early September according to Bob
Chase.

NEW BUSINESS

SGC Social meeting usually held in June
will this year be held Monday August 5.
A poster shall be hung in the Clubhouse
in Ephrata to better broadcast this
meeting.

A 2-seater Competition proposed by
John Daly appears to have generated
lile interest, with the exception of
Evergreen Soaring, so is likely to not
happen.

SS5A Board of Directors may again
include Steve Northeraft if nominated.
Nomination s0 made shall be for the
Current Director and shall be made prior
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to 531,

Ephrata Airport Rules shail again be
published to prevent aged or otherwise
incorrect rules to be thought eurrent.
Mansfield Airport was reported by Bob
Chase to be interested in inviting glider
activities. Boundary lights at this airport
are removable and would present no
problems to the glider wing spans.
Future plans at Mansfield may include a
new runway east of the city. Similarly,
Bob Chase reported, the City of
Waterville may consider constructing a
new runway north of the highway.

There being no further business the
meeting was adjourned at 2105 by the
Chairman.

The next SGC Board of Directors
Meeting will be 6/3/96 6:45 PM at
Software Infonmation Services.
Respectfully submitted,

Ragnar Smith, Director

June 3, 1996

Present for this Board Meeting were
Chairman Norm Ellison, Directors, John
Daly, Steve MNorthcraft, Pierre Parent,
Kapi Parks and Ragnar Smith. Also
present were Members Vince Miller and
Len Trautman. The Meeting was held in
the offices of Software Information
Services in Bellevue.

The meeting was called to order by the
Chairman at 1846 .

The Minutes for the Board Meeting on
May 13, 1996, wereread as written by the
Secretary for publishing in Towline and
were approved as read ( Towline for April
and May, 1996, having not yet been
published).

OLD BUSINESS

Towline has not been regularly pub-
lished by 8GC this year as a result of
difficulties encountered by the editor, A
motion to terminate George Day as
Towline editor due to non-performance
was made and unanimously passed.
Vince Miller then volunteered to again
take on the position as editor, which is an
unpaid position, and this was unani-
mously accepted by the Board. Vince
Miller requested approval of a proposed
budget and schedule of publishing and
the Board unanimously passed a motion




to publish 7 or 8 issues per year and to
mail Towline by first class postage.

Anticipated Towline expenses, for-

warded to George Day by the SGC
Treasurer, shall be returned by George
Day to SGC together with some printing
equipment and computer programs also
forwarded.
Tow plane status report by Pierre Parent
indicated that Supercub 75 B has some
minor starter problems and that the air
speed indicator in Pawnee 78 P appears
to read fast, i.e. when showing 70 mph
the actual speed is 60 mph.

Tach times for both tow planes shail be
shown by all tow pilots on each tow card
for every flight (including warm-up
flights). Tach times have at times not
been shown.

A decision 1o sell or keep Supercub
75B will be reviewed in a few months
when a better understanding of the SGC
financial status is available to the Board.
Region § Contest for 1996 has been
cancelled as a result of too few entries -
eleven entries only were received and
deposits for these will be or have already
been refunded,

Treasury turn-over from Nelson Funston

to Pat Dunston has not yet been
completed as Nelson Funston still is out
of town and not expected back until the
end of June. The Chairman has,
meanwhiie, handled the 3GC bank
account, writing checks, etc.

A bill has been received from the Port
of Ephrata for the SGC balance of the
crack sealing which took place last year.
This bill may take the place of the
instructions received from the Port last
year {Towline March 1995) that pay-
ment towards the sealing of the ramp
could come in the future in the way of
contributing money to buy materials for
crack sealing yet in the finure. Ragnar
Smith will contact the Port on this
matter. The amount shown on the bill is
the approximate amount discussed
previously between the Port and SGC.
Ephrata Airport Rules book, available in
the Club House last vear and signed by
pilots and crews, has not been found
and a copy shall be obtained for use this
vear.

A review of procedures is desirable
with the acrobatics cormmunity to better
coordinate the aerobatics box openings
and closings. Norm Ellison will follow

up on this matter.

Club House shades over the deck are
being revised by Steve MNorthcraft and
are expected to be completed shortly.

Weight scales have recently been re-
calibrated and certified by Cascade
Soaring.

Folicy review has been completed by
Kapi Parks and a proposed set was
forwarded to the Board in this meeting
for study by the Directors.

June Social meeting was again confirmed
to 1ake place on August 5, 1996, at the
residence of Bob and Doreen Chase.
There being no further business the
meeting was adjourned at 2055 by the
Chairman who also expressed thanks to
Kapi Parks and Ron Ferguson for the use
of their offices to hold these SGC
meetings in considerable comfort.

Next Board Meeting may be called by
the Chairman July 8 if there will be
business at hand - The Chairman will
give notice. Next Board Meeting was,
however, definitely scheduled for An-
gust 12 as always at 6:45 at Software
Information Services in Bellevue,
Respectfully submitted,

Ragnar Smith, Director

Contest News

Region 8 meet Cancelled

The Region Eight Championships
scheduled for June 9-15 were cancelled
two weeks prior to the date due to lack of
entrants. The total entries were standing
at eleven with very few verbal comimnit-
ments from previous contestants.

The organizers need early entries to plan
for towplanes, a staff and facilities. Now
this has shown that we need to continue
with early entries just to see if we can get
enough pilots together for a contest!
Perhaps next year we will return to a 5-
day across two-weekends contest. In
talking to pilots it seemed like very few
could take this week off, orthe price of a
seven day contest was a bit too steep.

1996 Canadion Nationals

The 1996 Canadian MNationals will be
held in Red Deer, Alberta. The dates have
been set for June 23 through July 4 for
combined 15-meter, Standard and Sports

Class.

A 24 howr hotline is available at 403-
594-S0AR or contact via e-mail at
dmercer@jetmer.ab.ca. For entry info and
turnpoint kit send $99 Cdn to "1996 Na-
tionals", c/o Jeff Anderson, Box 2108,
Medley, Alberta TOA 2MO.

Ephrata regular, Nick Pfeiffer, said he was
looking forward to the contest. He re-
ported that the organizers have acquired
free cellular phones and airtime for the
pilotsicrews, a reduced rate in fuel, han-
gar space and many other wonderful en-
ticements.

Regional rainouis
It hasn't been a good start to the con-
test season.

Region 9 was to be held at Owl Canyon
Gliderport, Colorado, but was a total
rainout including flash flood warnings.

Region 7 in Rock Falls, [linbis anly got
one flying day in that netted only 6 fin-
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ishers across the three classes.

Region 4 managed to get in three days
tomake it a legal contest. They reported
no incidents except the entire Rescue
Squad/Fire Dept tumed out for 2 landout.

Minden - Region 11

Ty White reports that he has 32 definite
entries at this point for the Region 11
Champignships in Minden, NV. The dates
are set for July 15-20 with the 14th being
a practice day. He asks that if vou intend
to fly, call him so they can get a good
head count for towplanes. He can be
reached at 415-%62-5876 day or 510-490-
6763 evenings.

Moniague Conlest

The 1996 Montague Contest will be held
at the Siskiyou County Airport on Au-
gust 26-30 under modified regional rules.
For info contact Peter Kelly 707-448-6422

or e-mail: pjkelly@community.net




Don’s Dilemma

or "How to turn a very short flight into a very long afternoon!”

by Don Daniels

I wrote this at the time of the incident, but Terry said not to
send it in and hope no one took notice of the incident. They
did notice, and award me appropriately. | am now moving io
Denver, so [ figured 1 would send it in, and let others leam
from my experience.

They say confession is good for the soul. Besides, the
Towline editor was there taking pictures, so 1 figure that if
vou are all going to hear about it anyway, you might as well
get the comrect story straight from the horses mouth. Maybe
some of you can learn something from this analysis of what
went wrong.

NEWS FLASH:
AIRLINE PILOT QUALIFIES FOR CLOD BUSTER AWARD!

Yes, I beat my wife to DK’s on a local flight at Ephrata Sat.
Aug 7th, 1994, Here is how | pulled off that feat.

I have been away from the sailplanes for about 2 years,
which s way too long. My kids have been bugging me for a
ride in the sailplane for a couple of months, so a couple of
weeks ago we drove to Ephrata for the day, and [ got current
again. | was then able to take my son Kelly on a 40 minute
flight before a big buildup closed in on the field. We parked
N3TR and got the ropes on it just before the wind and rain
started up. My daughter Jennifer was very disappointed that
she didn’t get her ride, but the weather looked like it was over
for the day, so we drove back to Spokane with the promise
that we would TRY to get her her ride before 1 left for school
on Aug 10th,

1've been pushing B737-300's and -500’s around the
Friendly Skies for a few years, and now it is time to move up
to the Gimli Glider. (That’s the Boeing 767, in which Canadian
Airlines had a little problem converting between U.S Gallons
and Imperial Gallons. They ran out of fuel enroute and landed
at a drag strip in Gimli, but that’s another story.)

WHAT I DID WRONG:

1. My mind has been on the books, studying in preparation
for a rather intense 5 week school 1 start Tue, Aug 10th. [
broke away for the day to get Jennifer her ride, but 1 had my
nose in the manual the whole way to Ephrata as my wife
drove. | wasn’t focused on the job at hand when I got there.
An airplane as big and complex as a 757 and 767 can be a little
intimidating, especially when the schocls are run as hard and
fast as you can absorb the material.

2. Getting two kids and two dogs out of town early is tough,
so we wound up arriving just after noon. We hadn’t eaten
lunch yet, so | went out to the field manager to put my name
on the list for a Blanik, and then planned to go downtown for
a bite before flying. He said [ was next when a Blanik came in.
I said 1 would check with the family, and probably go for
lunch first. If a plane came back before | got back, give it to
someone else or park it at the side if no one was waiting. I'd
be back soon. Before [ even pot to the trailer, N3TR landed.
Oh Well! Let’s do the ride, then we can take the kids to lunch

and the pool. Tt was getting HOT! | was at least a quart low
on fluids and running out of food, but this was a 1 hour local
flight, I could manage.
3. | was concentrating on arranging a stack of cushions in the |
back seat 50 my small 7 year old daughter could see out,
when I noticed there was no battery in the plane. We were
next for a tow, and that plane only has the Electric Cambridge
Vario’s, with no mechanical back up, so I ran to the shed (o
get a battery. [ was hot and thirsty, so I stopped in the airport
and took a couple of deep swigs from the water fountain,
then ran out to get set up. | think you see the theme, there
was no need for an on-time departure, but | was rushing.
Several vears age. when 1 was flying regularly, I probably
could have gotten away with it, but this was my 5th glider i
flight after 2 years off. SLOW DOWN!
4. We had gotten out of town without any water bottles, so |
had no water in the plane.
5. The Vario seemed a little weird when [ first turned it on, but
cycling the switches seemed to clear it up. That vario had
worked fine for me two weeks prior. OK, tow plane is here,
strap in and let’s go. On climb the vario seemed reasonable,
indicating 600-700 FPM up.
6. Evervone was doing well, so I should be able to stay up
just fine. Pride goeth before the fall!
7. We had launched to the north with a west north west wind.
Back when I was at EPH FS35, that would have sounded a
large bell, (Downdrafts east of the ridge), but | was suppress-
ing that minor nuisance waming bell. Too many other things
on my mind. Besides, the thermals seemed to be booming.
8. At 3200 feet we hit a boomer. The tow plane went shooting
up, then 1 did. I’'ve got off at 3200 feet before, and contest
pilots do it all the time, so 1 cut loose. Beside, that would save
me $5.00 on the tow.

It took about a quarter circle for me to realize that had been
a mistake. In the past when 1 had released at that altitude, it
had been from a south launch, and 1 was over the towers.
With the north lannch, 1 was out over the cross on the hill,
and the glide home looked pretty flat!

At one half a turn the vario was singing merrily and
indicating 600 FPM up, but something didn’t feel right. A
quick cross check of the altimeter confirmed my fears, we
were actually sinking! 1 doubted 1 could glide back from
where | was, so [ needed to find that thermal again,

WHAT 1 DID RIGHT!

After wasting a few hundred feet there, I headed back along
the ndge toward Ephrata Heights, looking for those house
thermals. 1 hit a couple, but with only the Baro Altimeter, even
frequent taps on the panel to check the direction of altimeter
motion was not enough 1o effectively center any of them. I
was still loosing the battle!

1 left the ridge at Ephrata heights at 2200 feet. My vario still
showed me climbing, but T think there was actually sink East
of the hills. [ admitted [ was in trouble, and developed a plan.
{Denial at this point conld be very danperous!) I knew that
there was nothing suitable nearer but short of the airport. The



roads just west of the field might be reachable, but only in a
long fat straight in with no chance to check for wires, | would
wy the glide just a little ways, checking for the house thermal
at the DOT across from DEK’s. | would not streich it beyond
what | could easily get back to DK’s Auxiliary Field until ]
had the airport made. No sense not having either choice.

I had no luck climbing there, so 1 tumed back to DK 's, put
the gear down, checked carefully for obstructions, set up a
pattern, and told Jennifer to hold on. 1 kept my airspeed and
rudder coordination, not letting myself get in trouble on the
approach. 1 was concerned about running off the far end of
the field, but came high enough over the highway 1o clear
any Semi-trucks. Then full flaps and a hand full of spoiler. 1
saw some sprinkler pipes just left of center buried in the
grass, with sprinkler heads sticking up about 3 feet, so 1
closed the spoiler some and overflew that area to the right
side.

When | touched down, I went fill spoiler and grabbed
enough brakes for a Boeing Approved 80% rolling skid. The
weeds were about knee high, and [ fipured the quicker |
stopped, the less chance 1 had of hitting an unseen obsiruc-
tion. The landing was uneventful, with no injuries or damage.
The far end of the field was no threat, I only rolled about 50
yards.

There were a couple of cars stopped on the road to watch
this demonstration of precision landing, and one drove down
and gave me a ride to DK's to call in. My wife Terry had heard
about someone low and landing in “Downtown”™ Ephrata, but
she had assumed that T wasn’t dumb enough to do that. She
was a little surprised to hear me on the phone.

She armived with the trailer, and [ had talked with the nearest
house about the retrieve. We were unable to get the new
landowner on the phone, but his neighbor said to just drive
right out to it. We decided against that. Can you imagine
trying to explain to the insurance agent how you made a
successful off-field landing, with no damage, and then, with
no fuel on board, the airplane bumed to the ground in a
brush fire started by your catalvtic converter. Naw!

WHAT I LEARNED:

I had ingisted Jennifer change from her thong sandals to her
regular shoes. When she asked why, Terry sugpested it was
50 her thongs wouldn™t get canght in the rudder pedals. |
added that it was also in case we landed out 1 wanted her to
be able to walk in the dirt. Prophetic, hu! 1 had also just been
talking to Gary Johnston about going to school on the Gimli
Glider. That’s 2. And to round it out, [ had affered to roll out
to the parking area when [ returned, so I could put the plane
in it’s de down. | was confident | could manape that. That's 3,

While the shoes were a good idea, it still fell a little short.
The weeds and brush in the field were knee high and sham.
My shins were scratched and bloody by the time we got
through. A pair of light weight leng pants, & possibly a long
sleeve shirt, for protection against the sun and the weeds
would be a much better survival alternative than shorts &
sunscreen. If you don’t want to wear them, at least carry them
along.

I was thirsty when | took off, but I°ll probably never know
for sure if deliydration had any effect on my judgment. I do
know that if | had landed out on top of the ridge 1 could have
been in serious trouble if I had had to wait a couple of hours

for help and water to arrive. It was in the upper 907s out there,
(P.5. There was no radio in the ship, and [ didn’t take time to
go back again for one. That could delay rescue!) 1 always
used to take along some basic survival gear when 1 flew littlc
planes regularly, but the equipment got kind of scattered
recently. | will put together a simple kit in my cloth athletic
bag, & take it even on “LOCAL” flights. A quart or 2 of water
in a plastic bottle with a good sealing lid, a small tube of
sunscreen, and seme light protective clothes is a good place
to start.

While walking back to the field just north of DK's, 1 noticed
that the first 100 yards or so in from the highway is actually
lower than the rest by about 3 feet. It then comes up quit
sharply to the level of the rest of the field. If you touch down
before that point, you could get launched and dropped rather
sharply, and you could get a very nasty jolt if vou hit that
mini-bluff still flying. It's not that readily apparent from the
air, so if any of you ever find yourself landing there, do what
common sense tells you to do anyway. Cross the highway
high encugh that you don’t hit any tall semi’s, and aim at
least a third of the way into the field. You may also be able to
see where the grass appears taller at the very approach end.
Land beyond that arca! The right half seemed smoother than
the left, and didn’t have the sprinkler pipes sitting in the
grass, so even if you have to push a little farther, 1 would
recommend the center or slightly right of center approaching
from over the highway.

While taking the Blanik apart and re-assembling it, there
was some discussion about the quality of Czechoslovakian
engincers verses Boeing engineers. It was decided that the
people who designed the Blanik rigzing system WEVER put it
together or took it apart, and the army of eager, {or possibly
compulsory) employees who did that job had no input into
product design. If you have to land out, do it where it’s
safest, and worry about the retrieve later. However, it is better
to be smarter earlier, and avoid the hassle. My sincere thanks
to all who helped with the retrieve. While 3 people could
probably do it, take 4 if at all possible.

Alright, that’s about it for confession. Let the ribbing begin,
Just remember, when your tum comes ['Il help with the
retrieve if I can, but [ will also remember just exactly how hard
you were on me! I can take a little good natured joking, what |
would have a hard time dealing wath is if 1 had injured my
daughter. 1 screwed up, salvaged it safely, and no one got
hurt. That’s what counts the most.

WHAT NEXT?

While I'd like to get back on the horse right away, we were
too exhausted to consider it by the time we got the Blanik
rigged again. 1 head for school on tuesday, so it will have 1o
be next year before | can give Jennifer a proper ride. My wife
Terry says next time 1 fly I’ve got to take a 4000 foot tow to
make up for this one. She was still smiling when she said it,
even after all afternoon out in the sun and dust and weeds
lifting wings and such. She could have said much worse. She
also says we will always take her Jeep with the trailer hitch
when we go fly.

As for Jennifer, she did enjoy herself, and even insisted on
paying me for her ride. She gave me 38 cents in loose change
she had, saying it would have been more, but the ride was
pretty short. Gonta love her!



Club News

Editor's note: Attention! Northwest Clubs! Submissions are
reguested. (E-mail works sweet!)

Evergreen Soaring

Here we are at the beginning of the season afready, After a
disastrous winter, Evergreen Soaring is back on track. We lost
our trusty old 1-26 in the November windstorm and suffered
expensive damage to our 2-33. We had decided to sell the 2-33
and replace it with a second Blanik L-13, but now that we’ve
sold the 2-33, we’re having to search high and low to find an L-
13. Seems we weren’t the only ones to suffer wind damage.
Anyene knowing the whereabouts of a nice L-13, please give
meacall (206-258-4522).

In the meantime, we’re going full speed at Arlington with our
L-13 and 1-36. In addition, we've recently added an 5ZD-36A
Cobra to the fleet (Vince Miller’s old ship) and are busy getting
folks checked cut in it. Our [S-28B2 Lark is in Ephrata. It willbe
joined by the rest of the fleet On June 15 when we begin our
week-long encamprment.

SGC board member John Daly, Secretary for our club, is the
proud owner of a new Blanik [ -33 Solo.

June 1 marks the end of an era forus. After occupying the old
Navy hangar for many years as our clubhouse, we find our-
selves on the street. The new tenant, the “Air Station™ museum
group, has leased the entire building and has given us notice.
They have begun their ambitious program of remodeling the
building, acquiring aircraft etc. Now we have to find a new
home.

In the meantime we'll be occupying our towplane hangar {(a la
Boeing club) while we search for new digs. The airport Master
Plan Advisory Committee has recommended that the two grass
mounds immediately north of the Prop Stop restaurant be re-
served for plider buildings and tiedown (thanks to Tony
Wiedekehr, committee member). Now all we have to do israise
the cash to put something in place. A commitie has been formed
to shepherd the project and several members have volunteered
to participate financially. Current thinking would have us erect
a building large enough to accomodate our needs, with space
left over to sell or lease to other parties. Anybody looking for
office or hangar space?

Although the airport staff and commission folks always talk
about preserving the “unique” character of the Arlington air-
port, gliders being an essential part of that “uniqueness™, we're
concerned that if another group makes them an offer they can’t
refuse, we won't be able to find suitable space and will find
ourselves without 2 home.

Each year we seem 10 attract several new members and expect
this year to be no exception. Currently, we have about 85 active
members. Typically, we gain 10 or 15 during the summer and
lose 5 or 10 during the winter. By the end of summer we could
have 100 or so mernbers.

Come join us!

Jerry Painter

Boeing Employees Soaring Club

The BESC is trying out a split operation this year at Arlington
and Ephrata. The hope is that more people will be exposed to
training in Arlington during the period that Wenatchee and
Ephrata seasons are upon us. Reducing the BESC tow pres-
ence in Ephrata this year was complimented with the Seattle
Glider Council's recent Pawnee purchase.

Check the Boeing Hotline for current information. 206-362-
9335.

Puget Sound Soaring Association

The PSSA is petting set for their annual trek to the Alvord
Desert gver the 4th of July. Ephrata and Ranger Creek safaris
are also on the yearly agenda, with other sites being discussed.

Discussion has begun concerning the purchase of an addi-
tional glider. General interests are leaning toward a single seat
craft, including a look at the world class entrants and winner.
PSSA presently has a 2-33, Blanik 1.-13, a Pilatus and a Super
Cub and operates from Berseth Field. Forrecorded operations
information call 206-517-0901.

Towline Changes

Y our beard needs relief from the ever increasing costs of pro-
ducing our newsletter. Your editor has suggested a schedule to
the board that will reduce the overall cost, and still provide our
organization with a regular newsletter. The proposal includes
7-8 issues per year, and discontinued use of bulk mailing.

After producing issues for a couple of years, I noticed that
some had a very imporiant timeline to them, and others were
impossible to find articles to fill them. Tworked my way back-
wards from 12 per year to see that we could work well with 7 to
8. The proposed schedule is:

Issue Receipt date Topicsfinserts

Jan/Feb  January 15  Expo-State Records

March March 1 Wave-Directory-EPH parking form
April/May April2] Wave recap-Ephrata opening
June June 1 Summer schedule/contests

Tuly July 1 (might combine July/Aug)
August  August | Regional/National contest results
Sept/Oet October 1 Award, Banquet & Election forms

Nov/Dec November2l Banquet Awards-Election results
Bulk mailing is a small nightmare that becomes only worth-
while if there are substantial savings. With the reduced number
of issues per vear, our total savings would be diminished and
the annnal fee is amortorized over the fewer number of issues.
The second problem with bulk mailing iz that it requires a mini-
mum of 200 pieces. We are barely holding that line at the mo-
ment, and on some occasions 1 had 1o send complimentary
copies to make count. We have decided to mail all issues with
First Class postage. Canadian postage will be unchanged.




Your Chairman speaks:

1996 Springtime Soaring Season Recap

by Norman Eilison

Prolonged cold weather in the spring, bemoeaned at by the
rest of the Northwest population, is often a poad thing for
the soaring pilots, and this year it has proven to be just thar.
Consequently, the 19%6 Wave Camp at Wenatchee did
actually provide us with Wave at wenatchee during the camp,
instead of the usual weak wave at Ephrata one week after
Wave Camp closed!!

We had some wave on the first weekend, when Steve Baker
reached 17,500 fest in Unicorn, followed by Dave Shemwell
reaching 12,000 and 14,000 feet the next two weekends.
Many others found wave at much lower levels. These two
weckends were unusual in that the wave was generated by a
Northwest or North wind, so all the usual "wave spots” did
not work, and you found yourself soaring in wave in some
unusual places. Jim Simmons in 3] went all the way up to
Chelan in this northwest wave, and even BH went exploring
np the middle of the Columbia River north from the Lookout
Point, until the cold just got unbearable. Nextweekend [
wore a wooly hat and gloves, and a ski jacket. These three
things made the Libelle cockpit very full, of course!!

The northerly wind made towing very difficult, due to the
curl-over from the ridge, and it was somewhat amusing to
watch Pierre flving almost sideways in the Pawnee, amusing
that is until my BH hit the curl-over...perhaps there is a case
for fitting winglets to a Libelle after all, to improve aileron
TESpOnSE.

Lots of good soaring continwed afier the move to Ephrata,
with %,000 to 12,000 foot cloudbases on many days. The new
Pawnee was much appreciated by the glider pilots, and has
contributed greatly in that we have not had great long hines
waiting for tows this year. As there was not any other
towplanes from the clubs on many days, it justifies our
decision to purchase a second towplane, although our

Going for Distance
at Golden, BC

Kiwi resident and British National Team pilot Justin Wills
just recently visited Rocky Mountain Soaring in Golden, B.C.
Justin flew 775km and 910km flights on the first attempts to
fhy & 1000km in the Columbia Valley.

Mot to be outdone, Uwe Kleinhemple of Rocky Mousitain
Soaring Centre, completed a 1000K in the Columbia Valley in
just over 9 hours.

Locals noted that the days flown were not boomers, so the
thought is the valley is now open for much longer and faster
flights that the mid-summer high cloudbases will bring. Rocky
Mountain Soaring Centre offers tows, and has an 1.5-4, Ventus,
K6, Pilatus and Blanik for rent.

maintenance costs have still to "come down the learning
curve”. Anyway, our thanks go out to our scheduled
towpilots, and also to those pilots who have lent-a-hand in
making a few tows before they have taken a later tow. We
hope you can continue!!

Now summer weather has sct in, with blue thermals and
stable haze. (Boring for BH!)

The contest had to be cancelled this year as not enpugh
entries were received by the cut-off-date, as there was no
point in running a contest only for a few. 1t was neither
financially nor mentally justifiable. 1 think that is the best
diplomatically printable statement 1 can think of at the
moment, now that it has been a few days since the decision
was made., My sense of humor has almost returned to
normal.

Summer Social
set for August 5

Bob and Dareen Chase are our willing hosts again this year
for our annual "June" Social on August 5. (The date changs
was requested in order to better our chances for nice
weathet.)

The festivities begin at 5:30. Bring something good,
because it is 2 pot-luck supper. Their home is located in
Kirkland at 12422 6th Avenue N_E. This is just off Holmes
Point Drive on 124th. Look for a map and more infoin the next
issue of Towline.

Club House Duties

June 23 Trautman & Hacker
June 30 Parent & McArthur
July 7 Jackson & Fomeroy
July 14 Painter
July 21 Jackson & Miller
July 28 Eckert & Wyman
Auvgust 4 BESC & Udd
August 11 Graven
August 13 Niedermeyer
August 25 Funston
September 1 Shahan
Septemnber 8 BESC & Ellison
September 15 Michols
September 22 Simmons & McNeil
September 29 Yates




Mentor Program

by KA. Parks

For those of you who missed the 1 April General meeting, |
proposed two programs for Ephrata. One was a revamping of
the Task Day Trophy, the other was an idea, first suggested
by Dave Wright several years ago, called the “Mentor
Program”. Although there was interest in both programs the
overwhelming interest was in the Mentor Program, thus this
program will be trialed first. There was enough interest
expressed at the meeting in fun, low-key, informal contest
flying that T will iry to have a proposal on these in the next
issue of Towline.

The following is a copy of the hand-out (with some miner
changes) from the April meeting:

PURPOSE: To expose cross-country flying to licensed
pilots with little or no x-c experience. To provide a format for
those pilots who already have x-c experience by which they
can hone and improve their x-c skills.

SUGGESTED MENTOR LEVELS: {The use of badge names
below are used only to convey standard distances or levels
of cross-country flying since they represent known quanti-
ties. The Mentor Program is not intended as a vehicle by
which one can eam a badge by being lead around a course,
rather, if interested in badge flying, it should provide the
experience and confidence to accomplish these flights on
one’s own.}

NEOPHYTE (Never flown cross-country.) PRE-SILVER
{Limited cross-country expetience. Have yetto fly a task
equal so Silver distance.) SILVER  (Have flown cross-
country equal to Silver distance.) GOLD  {Have flown
cross-country equal to Gold distance ) DTAMOND  (Have
flown cross-country equal to Diamend distance ) CASCADE
(For pilots wishing an introduction to mountain flying.)

MENTORS WOULD GUIDE ONE TO TWO PILOTS
AROUND A CROSS-COUNTRY COURSE.

Experience with similar programs has shown that more than
two “followers™ increases the chance of losing members
along the course. However, the actual number of pilots that a

A stan was made towards a Mentor Roster at the meeting. 1 you weuld like to volunleer 1o be 2 Mentor please use the form below to sign
up. (¥ou don’t have to mutilate your Towline. If you don't have access i a copier just jot down the pertinent information on any

scrviccable piece of paper and mail or fax it 1o me)

You can fax (206-450-9437) or mail the form to: The Mentor Program c/o K. A. Parks P.O. Box 4132 Bellevue, WA 98009

Mentor chooses to take along will be up to that Mentor,

MENTORS WOULD OFFER TOBE AVAILABLE 1 TO?2
DAYS AMONTH DURING THE PERTOD MID-APRIL
THROUGH MID-TUNE.

Reason for timing:

1. Since the purpose is to help boot new pilots “out of the
nest” and to help experienced x— pilots add new skills or
sharpen existing ones, early season would seem to be the
appropriate period. 2.  NW contest season and participation
in soaring at other sites generally begins then (plus record

flying).

THOSE WILLING TO BE MENTORS WOULD BE LISTED,
ALONG WITH THE LEVEL{S} THEY WISHACT AS A
GUTDE AND THE TYPE OF SAILPLANE THEY WILL BE
FLYING, IN TOWLINE AND THE SGC CLUBHOUSE.

THOSE WISHING TOFLY WITH A MENTOR WOULD
CONTACT THEM WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE DATE OF
THE FLIGHT AND MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WI1TH THE
MENTOR.

A MENTOR WOULD BRIEF THEIR PILOT(S) BEFORE
THEFLIGHT, POSSIBLE TASK(S) WOULDBESET, AND
DE-BRIEF ON RETURN,

PILOTS WISHING TOFLY WITH A MENTOR SHOULD
HOLD A VALIDLICENSE ANDHAVEACCESSTO A
SINGLESEAT SHIPFOR ADAY.

If lacking a crew {always a valued, albeit ofi-missing asset),
a neophyte shonld make seme prior arrangement for a
possible retrieve. A Mentor should not automatically be
assumned to be able to function as a crew.

THE INTENT IS THAT THIS WOULD BE AN INFORMAL
PROGRAM. NOSCHEDULERS. NOSIGNING UPTOBE A
MENTOR ON A SPECIFIC DATE. Other then between the
Mentor and their pilot(s).

THIS WOULD NOT BE INSTRUCTION IN THE FAA OR
LEGAL SENSE BUT GUIDING SOMEOQNE IN THE ART OF
A-CFLYTNG.

— — — — —— —— — — — —— — —— — —

1 WOULD LIKE TO BE A MENTOR TO THE FOLLOWING PILOT LEVEL(S): Please circle your choice(s).

NEOPHYTE PRE-SILVER
THE SAILPLANE 1 WILL BEFLYING IS;

SILVER

GOLD DIAMOND CASCADE

(It has been suggesied that aternpting to match the Menor with pilots flying similar performance ships will aid in the success of the flights.
Such a match is probably desirable for the Gold, Diamond, and Cascade levels bul not an absolute necessity especially for the other levels.)
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED HERE, YOUR CONTACT NUMBER WILL BE THE PHONE NUMBER LISTED IN THE 5GC ROSTER.

-
|
|
|
|
] NAME:
I
|
|
|
|
|
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Want Ads

FOR SALE: ASW-19B Rico VACS,
Magellan Meridan GPS, Winter Mechani-
cal, Terra 720TX radio, Smiley Bags,
Nelson Oxygen with Oxymiser cannuia
and mask, Rideout Mark IV white alu-
minium trailer, wing stands, wing wheel,
tail dolly and tow bar, Will need arefinish
in a year or two. US $20,900 in Phoenix
AZ, Motivated seller. e-mail
hilty(@aztec.asu.edu or call 602-374-5387.

FOR SALE: ASW-19, very good condi-
tion. 450 hrs, Sage mechanical and Rico
glectric varios, Edo Aire 360, tinted
canopy, water, T.E. ,Minden type trailer,
parachute, finish is very good, always
trailered. Located in Portland, $22,500
Thomas Johnson (503) 638-0384 after 7
weekdays.,

FORSALE: 1/3 share Pik-20D, "Kan-
sas City" Ephrata Based. Ken Langland
(60412729112

FOR SALE: ASW-20, Charlie Delta,
N6ZTM. Profiled wings, Zander Com-
puter, Schuemann mechanical vano, A-
14 oxygen regulator, boom mike with ptt
switch and mike in oxygen mask. Secu-
rity 150, Replogle barograph, Minden
style trailer, Currently in Wenatchee, Pos-
sible deal for new partner. Scott McKee
(200)284-5560 or Vitek Siroky (206)834-
0628,

FORSALE: Cambridge M-Nav vario and
final glidecomputer. Rudy Allemann.
Make offer (509)375-0722

FORSALE: ASW-19B 720 Channel Ra-

FOR SALE: Ball Audio Vario-used one
season $400, A-14 Oxygen regulator-vel-
low tagged $150, O2 Bailout bottle
$50, Military Style O2 Mask 350, Aerox
Oxygen System-constant flow $300,

Garmin 45 GPS-new December 1995
$200, Call Lori Brand H. 503-681-0186, W.
800-847-3806 ext. 5504. Email;
BRANDL@delphi.com

dio, Rico, O2, Barograph, Std. Instruments,
Digital Clock, Enclosed Trailer, Good Con-
dition. $22,000. Rudy Zeller (206) 783-
3325,

Calendar

June 18-27 (Ipen Class and Sports Class Nationals, Hobbs, NM. Contact JoAnn
Dittert (505)397-3611 days or (505)392-7449 eves,

July 2-11 Standard Class Nationals, Moriarty, NM. Contact William Hill
(505)281-5355

July 7 6:45 pm SGC Board Meeting will be called if needed (@ Software Infor
muation Services, Bellevue, WA

July 7-13 1996 Women's Soaring Seminar af Sailplane Enterprises, Hemet-Ryan,
CA. Contact Elaine Cutri (818)794-3358

July 14-27 6th Annual Parowan Badge and Record Camp, Parowan, UT.
Contaet Dale Thompson (510)223-4259

July 15-20 Region {1 Championships, Minden, NV. Contact Ty White {510)490-
G765

July 27-Aug 10 Sun Valley Regatta, Sun Valley, ID. Reservations (800)786-8259

August 5 SGC Summer Social, Home of Bob and Doreen Chase. 12422 68th Ave
N.E, Kirkland, WA. (2006)323-6300

August 12 6:45 pm SGC Board Meeting (@) Software Informations Services, 300
120th Ave NE #116, Bellevue, WA (2006)455-3589

August 26-30 The 1996 Montague Contest a¥ the Siskivou County Airport.
Contact Peter Keily (707)448-6422

September § SGC General Membership Meeting (@) The museum of Flight.

— — ——— — — —— — —— T — — — — — — — — — ——— —

Seattle Glider Council Membership Renewal Form

1996 SGC Fee Schedule Anrual Membership 1500
Membership $15.00 Addiional Family Members 14 and over 500eq
Conadian postage 500  Additional
Troifar fess 80.00
Traler foes pre ook 10.00 Namels)
Pilot feas per ssoson 45.00
Pilot | day 5.00 -
EPH ;\? pz:lreing per week 15.00 Towline G'"lY 10.00
EFM RY porking per seoson  150.00 Conadian postage [odd) 500
Ephrote taws 10,25 first 1000 f
Minimum  billing 525 per 1000 B re 3000
V500 f row [$12.88) .25 per 1000kt abowe 3000 TOTAL ':US funds C‘Jﬂl‘f]
plus 7.5% soles fox
In stote refriavetach b &0.00 lus 7.5% sales fox
Out of siol roffeveach he 60,00 :L:gmrng:r " Phane number for SGC roster
Glider fﬂm; per tach hr A0.00  saxable I: Wh crigin E-muail address for ¥5C roster
;‘:’fﬁi’}f@:ﬁﬁ""' gg:gg tazokde il Wi crigin Send check payable to Seattle Glider Council with this form to:
Chwerdue accts per manth 5.00  ofter % doys 3GC Membership - PO Box 7184 - Bellevue, WA 98008-1184

11






