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Sewers sips waiting 1o fly, bot e weatler juust won't cooperate a1 s
W’rﬁ "044»\% Aﬂumd" ... See page 4 for our feature article on the P35As
expedition this summer to the Alvord Desert in Southeastern Oregon.
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NWS Seaitle 206-526-6087
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I3ale Hacker 425-883-4460
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SGC Homepage
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Webmaster: Vince Miller
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sparhead @ anl.com

SGC Clubhouse
Ephrata Municipal Airport
30 Airport St NE, Building 625
Ephrata WA 93823
509-754-3852

Region 8 Clubs/Associations
Boeing Employces SoaringClub
Newsline  206-516-4149
Eric Treili  425-204-2158
Casecade Soaring
Amnie Clarke 509-884-2494
www.nwinlernel.com/-blanikam/ess
Columbia Basin Soaring Assoc.
Tom Seim 509-627--5332
Evergreen Soaring
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Harold Broomell 206-772-2112
WWW CVETETEENSOAN NE.Org,
Puget Ssund Searing Assoc.
Stefan Perrin 253-927-9153
guystelan@usa.net
www. pugetsoundsoanng.org
Spokane Soaring Society
Dean Forney  509-928-0495
Vancouver Searing Association
Hans Baeppl 604-434-2125
hiyp:dfsd 9. be.cad~vsoaring/vsa him
Silverstar Soaring Associalion
Hans Kriswyk  250-763-1758

Willamette Valley Soaring Club
{Portland, OR) 503-047-0913
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Commercial Glider Operations
Alpha Soaring Adventures
David Piper 360-435-5700
www.alphasoarng.com
Blanik America, Inc.
Vitek Siroky 500-884-8305
Caseade Soaring
McMinnville, OR 97128

General membership meetings are
held the first non-hohday Monday of
each month, except in June, July.
August and November, Meetings are
normally held at the Seattle Muscom
of Flight, Boeing Ficld 9404 E.
Marginal Way 5., Scatle, WA

Cover Photo:

The flight line ar this summer's Puget
Sound Soaring Association (PSSA}
Alvord Base Camp, with six of the
seven ships in view. See this montht's
feature article -- Seven Gliders,
Seven Days, and Cre Ornery

2 Joe Deem 503-472-8805

Alvord, by Wayne Ginther on page 4. Lewiston, ID (Towplane)
Dave Dorion 509-243-9919
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O “faor

by Ron Ferguson, Chairman, SGC 99

(dds and Ends

Annual Awards Bangquet -- As of the time of writing this (14 October),
we have a dismal 32 people signed up for the Annual SGC Awards Banquet.
Our typical numbers are around 85-90 by the time of the banquet, but if we
don’t get higher numbers in very soon, our banquet is going to be in jeop-
ardy. We mailed a special banquoet flyer to everyong in early October, so
please dig out that flver and get your reservation in now. We must give
a firm count to the restaurant by end of October, and pay them for the
guaranteed number.

SGC Board of Directors Nominations -- I guess civie duty is never very
high on most people’s priority list, so it shouldn’t surprise me that we only
have 30 nominations for the upcoming Board of Director’s election. Con-
sidering that we sent out at least 250 nomination ballots in the October issue
of Towling, you’d think that we'd get back more than 12% response (1 hope
iU’s not because only 12% of the 3G membership bothers to take the staple
out of Towline each month). After all, it's your elected Board of Directors
who make most of the decisions aboul how the Seattle Glider Council spends
money, supports soaring activities, and provides communication across all
the soaring organizations in the area, 50 it's in everyone’s best interests to
have a Board that represents your interests. 5o, to keep my harping o a
minimum, please take the time to locate that Nomination Ballot from two
maonths ago, and get it sent in with your vote. It’s due by 10 November.
SGC Soaring Foundation -- Please take the time to read the Special Board
of Directors Minutes on page 26, as it details an important event taking place
within the SGC ... namely, the creation of a wholly-owned subsidiary cor-
poration of the SGC. The reason for this is, the SGC is not a 501{c)3
corporation as we earlier thought, but rather is a 501{c)7. The impact is,
donations o the SGC are not Lax deductible to the donor, whereas they will
be o the new corporation. The SGC Soaring Foundation will be the organi-
zation that will solicit and receive all donations for the new clubhouse, and it
will be the owner of the clubhouse. [ts overall primary purpose will be that
of providing soaring education. More details at the banguet.

Seattle Glider Council 1999 Rate Structure

SGC 1-year membership renewal (January-December) Usk2s
{5GC Membership is required for all tows behind an SGC towplane.)

SGC Family Membership (for 14 and older) UsE10
cach

Towline-only Subscription USE15
Canadian Postage {add) US$5

Tows (at Ephrata):
$19.00 for first 1500° (minimum fee)
$.60 per 100 feet above 15007

Tows (any airport other than Ephrata);
$20.00 for first 1500°
$.70 per 100 feet above 15007

Aero retrieve or glider ferry: $60 per tach hour

Ephrata Pilot Use Fee: $60 for the season, or $10 per week (Sat-Fri)
Trailer parking: $110 for the season, or 315 per week (Sat-Fri)
RV parking: $200 for the season, or §25 per week (Sat-Fri)

Towline, November, 1999
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by Wayne Ginther

PSSA President

A

ind. rain, sun, blowing dust. and stinging sand were
all part of the welcoming party at the Alvord Desen

in carly August, 1999, Other members of that
walting party were snow, virga. heat, cold. dust dev-
ils. wave. ridge and thermal activity. Also to be experi-
enced in the desert were lightening, mud. a wet and/or
dry bed, hot springs, the big burn surrounding Field's,
famous Field's milkshakes, celestial star shows almost
every night, spectacular sunsets_ quiet and still mornings,
along with the antelope, rabbits, and eagles. Those who
dare o venture imo the Alvord arena usually experience
only some of these phenomena. This year was an excep-
tian in that all these characteristics of the Alvord where
enjoyed or endured by the nine pilots who arrived once
again in a cloud of dust on the dry lake bed floor. The
Alvord proved agan that it alone formulates and enforces
the rules when it comes to searing over its unequaled
features of desert, hill and mountain. In terms of bad
weather that has been experienced by Puget Sound Soar-
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ing Association (PSSA) members, this trip would go
down in the record books as the worst for soaring at the
Alvord. In rerms of eamwork and the ability to over-
come all adversity, this group of flyers proved 1o be the
best there 15 0 the soarng community.

With waves of sand storms blowing through camp
o a soon-to-be-recognized timely pattern, it became ap-
parent to all that the wall of the pilots was 1o be tested
against the will of the Alvord. As il the Alvord dust and
sand storms were not enough to discourage the pilots,
then the Steens sent the rams at night 1o bear down on
the Alvord, so the dry lake bed wirned into a water bed.
This produced a special Alvord mud that seemed 1w be
mixcd with glue, for it stuck to the bottoms of one’s feet
until you thought you might be walking on stilis.

Who would win this contest of wills? It was never in
question for those mine soarimg pilots who were soon the
same brownish chalky color as the desert floor. This
eroup of steadfast soaring pilots would stay the course
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and defy all logic in order 1o partake of the Alvord offer-
ings and explore the fantastic soaring vistas of the Alvord,

With seven ghiders at the disposal of these mine pilots
and with dedicated time on their hands. they settled quickly
into the moods of this Alvord Desert situated in southeast-
em Oregon, The constantly changing weather and un-
usial topography of this region produces interesting and
challengimg soanng possibilities that entice these soaring
pilots to the Alvord year alter year. Seven PSSA pilots
and two guest pilets arrived on that flat desert floor with
great expectations of seven days of soaning o the heav-
ens. The sun was hot with the wind starting to blow out
of the south when the prlots Curt Chenoweth, Don
Crawflord. Vern Badten, Don Hennick, Robert Rackl, Rob-
¢rt Payne, Wayne Ginther, Pierre Parent and B3ill McArthur
started unpackmyg gear and ghders, The magnificent ma-
chines that would carry these pilots on high mcluded a
Cirrus, two Grob Asrir’s, a Pilatus, the Blanik 1.-13 and |-
33 Solo, and a GlasTugal Libelle. As the gliders became
assembled, 37 long steel stakes were driven into the playa
tor secure glider and trailer against all the storms that the
Alvord would eventually throw down upon the invaders,

There was much to accomplish under the hot sun be-
fore any attempts could be made to soar into those cooler
places at a mile or two above the 4.000-foot elevation of
the desert floor. Teamwork became automatic. for most
Jjobs required two or more people. A three thousand-foot
long steel cable of |12 diameter needed to be laid outina
straght line froam east 1o west across the cracked earth
that would become our five-mile long runway. The wind
sock was raised in the 20 knot wind just north of camp on
the three foot lngh nllock the sage brush had provided by
catching the shifting sands. “Fatcar™. a big old Cadiliac,
was gassed up and converted o our tow vehicle, with the
tow hook installed to the hitch, Only auto-tows would be

Pheto previens page: Alverd nommed inte a wer lake ...

28 inches of water
Above: Auto-tow beliind “Fai Car™ in the dust. All photas by Wavne Gindher

made at the desert, so a center of gravity hook attach
point is pecessary for high releases. The thin airfoil of
the operations canopy wis also secured in front of the
waiting gliders and lawn chairs with table were quickly
set up o accommaodate the pilots for the operations and
safety bricfing. With all preparations satisfactory com-
pleted it was now time to soar! However, the Alvord
hegin to show us quickly how ornery it could be with
wind, dust and rain pelting down on all the camp.

Day 1: with all the gliders being assembled in the
moming the day turned into a wind-out with no flights.

Day 2: proved (o be one of the better days the pilots
would experience.  First came check flights, and then
BFR’'s were accomplished in the Blanik L-13. Afterthese
events, the private shap owners followed cach other into
the skies as the opportunity arose. Flights to 14,0007
were made hefore the wind whipped up a storm. redue-
ing visibility to a couple of feetin front of your nose.

Day 3: wus a mixed bag with strong south winds
and the usual sandstorms kicking up hour after hour.
We did managed 1o wire brush the algae out of the hot
springs in the morning for a more refreshing and cleaner
dip at the end of the day. As late afternoon arrived the
soarning machines were once again lifting off through
the dust devils in pursuit of those stronger thermals un-
der the cumulus high over the desert. Some pilots were
successtul in their penetration of the Steens Mountaing
and expericneed the majesty of its rocky canyons along
with the turbulent thermals they produced. What a view
they had aver the snow covered high reaches and val-
leys of the Steens hidden places.

Day 4: armived with more strong cross winds, 5o
anumber of us went for our daily soak in the hot springs.
It is generally undersiood that the proper etiquette at any
hot springs is o submerged onesell in
the buff. This morning. Bill McArthur
was seen going into the hot b with
more than the usual bufl, Apparenily,
Bill rolls in dough all night, for imbed-
ded on his backside were two coins that
were practically glued in place. The
sight produced gquite a reaction from his
{lying buddy Pierre, and Bill ned to ex-
plain his unusual anatonyy, but no one
would listen, for everyone was laugh-
ing oo much. Armriving back at camp
and with no positive change in the
weather, a foursome decided to make a
hiking trip up into the canyons of the
Steens. Following old mining roads and
then a mountain trail the four climbed
up o 62007 and had some impressive
views of the massive cliffs and hidden
heauty of the Steens. No launches were
made this day for in the carly afternoon
came the rans. Storm clouds hgh

Toteline, November, 1999
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Fliotos this page: {top) Sand and dust storm, as seen from the trailer
Hedown area; (middle) Hiking in the Steens with Alvord in the dis-
tance: [bottom) Searing over the Alvard Desert loaking southeast.
Alvard is five miles wide, by 1 mites long, ar £.000" elevaiion.

Plotas next page: (fop) Hot sprines on the edee of Steens foorhilfs,
Sowing inte Alvord; {(bottont) Scaving toward snow-capped Steens
Muagitains . Y7737 summir,
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above the Alvord were out of the north, with
surface winds coming from the south. Light-
ning was prevalent over the Steens and the
desert. What a show we had in the midst of all
this natural phenomenal

Day 5: we awoke to the sight of water
surrounding the camp in all directions. The
gliders, trailers, pickups and tents were sitting
in 2-3 inches of water. As things begin to dry
out on the desert floor. 1t became apparent that
our camp was in a drainage system flooding
out of the surrounding hifls. The camp needed
o move a quarter mile either north or south o
escape this very wet situation, but of course it
was ton late for that o oceur. We all waited i
our as rthe sands slowly soaked in the water
and turned it inte the Alvord muck. By late
afternoon things became dry cnough for some
gliders to get away and because of the cooling
other gliders were foreed 10 race back 1o camp
even before Fat Cat returned Tor another launch.
Because of the unusual camouflage created by
the wet and dry sand, along with the mud cov-
ering all the velicles. vur camp became very
difficult to see from the air. One pilot, Bill in
particular, was seen racing directly over camp
at pattern altitude and then turned to the north,
landing 4 miles from camp. Fat Ca easily
towed Bill back 1o camp on a 200-foot tether.
but as soon as Bill was on the ground, he quickly
came up with an explanation as to why he
could not find the camp. His peers politely
listened and then just shook their heads in dis-
belief and laughter as the story grew in com-
plexity and entanglements. The real explana-
tion was that he just fla-out did not see the
camp hidden out there by the sagebrush.

Day 6: we awoke to sun and clear skies.
Nineteen flights were recorded before the great
sandstorm hit the camp ... one of worse on
record, for it was very intense and lasted a
long time. Pierre had gotten away just before
the IFR conditions hit the camp and he man-
aged to stay out on the edges of the storm
until it blew its way through the area. Pierre’s
flight was quite unique - he managed to use
the explosiveness of the wind and rising air
thrown up over the surrounding ridges 1o get
high enough to use the thermal activity still in
the area. We managed 10 maintmn radio con-
tact with Picrre and he seemed quite content,
cating his lunch up there while we on the
ground suffered through this great storm. Af-
ter the sand and dust came the rains, and of
course the gliders and pilots needed another
bath.
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Day 7: was our final day o soar and expectations
were high until the wind, sand and dust continued to blow
through the camp all morning. Finally, there was a dra-
matic shift in the direction of the winds and they de-
creased in intensity and came out of the west, This was
the moment everyvone had been waiting for, and the glid-
ers were quickly launched into the more fricndly skies.
Everyone got away who wus launched and positions and
altitudes were soon heard broadeasting from all points on
the compass and at high alowdes. Great fhghts were
made this day with soaring over the Steens, the Alvord
and the castern desert. Three to five hour flights were
comrmon and many happy pilots were once again able 1o
bring back those stories of their exploits on how they
mastered the elements and flew where eagles feared to
.

This trnip to the Alvord in 1999 will not be casily
forgotten by any of the pilots who ventured into that deso-
late, but beautiful backcountry. Even though the storms
kept blowing over the arca on a continual basis, nothing
would keep these pilots from taking advantage of every
break in the weather and do what they came 1o do. Ev-
cryone was lested w thew imits by the relentless wind
and blowing sand. but they all worked together to meet
the challenge and there were also many good fimes to
remember. Their wills were strong and their spirils were
flying high when either stuck on the ground or soanng
over the sweltering arca below, These pilots over-
came all obstacles that the Alvord stirred up and
already are planning to return to the Alvord in the |
year 2000, You either love it or hate it, but you'll
never be able W ignore it or forget it once you have
experienced the soaring at the Alvord.

About The Aothor

Wayne Ginther remembers as a boy laying in
the summer grasses looking up at the sky and
witching the smaller birds fly at the lower altitudes
while the larger hawks soared up to the higher
places under the cumulus clouds.
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These images staved in his mind as he grew for he
knew that one day this freedom of flight would also be
his expericnce to enjoy. Wayne accepted the challenge
by obtaining a private single enging ticket in 1967 while
on contract assignment as an engineering designer on the
C-5A program at Leckheed in Georgia,

Knowing that there was still more o this flying expe-
ricnce by watching those hawks as a boy, when he re-
turned to Georgia in 1969 1o help design L-1011 wings,
he decided 10 go after a glider rating. To do this, Wayne
headed w Bermuda High Soaring in Chester, S.C. where
two retired military pilots showed him the “right stuff™.

Two days later, and with a sucecesstul check nde, a
elider rating was added to his ticker. Wayne was hooked
for life on soanng, for those two men were not only very
disciplined in their (Tying mstruetion, but showed him the
joy of soaring. They remaoved a canopy and with wind
sereen in place, launched a 1-26 into the air with Wayne
at the controls, It was that flight where his bovhood
experience came to life, As the 1-26 caught o thermal
the sounds of smaller hirds could be heard | but as the
elider climbed higher a lone hawk came diving into that
thermal with a loud cry and a defimte challenge to Wayne's
intrusion into those higher places where the joy of soar-
ing begins.

Ome wish which always seemed oul of reach was
Wayne's desire to own a glider. In 1994 that wish came
truc with the surprise call from S5A that lns name was
drawn as the winner of the sweepstakes in support of
our National Soaring Team. The only stipulation was
that the award muost be used o purchase a ghder, and
soon a Blanik 133 Solo was on order. Many enjovable
flights have heen made by Wayne, both aero and auto
tows from a number of sites.

favne thinks he is finally done with school For a while,
having completed a BS and MBA in the last 5 years. He
waorks full time as a structural technical designer at Boeing
and 1n his spare time continues to climb mountaing and s
the President of Puget Sound Soaring Association.

- . :‘1"“ —
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WGC Bayreuth 1999
A View From the Cockpit

By Baer Selen

“Where are vou going to spend your holiday this summer?”, my friends

would ask.
“Bayreuth, in the south of Germany.”, I would reply.
“Where the hell is that??7?", was their response.

“Oh. it's 4 nige town on the east side of Germany, close to the Czech

Republic border ....7, T would say.

You could see them thinking ... he must be a fool to go to Germany for
a holiday. The country where people sit at long tables, drink big glasses of

beer, and the rain is pouring as often as in Holland.

“Why not go to the sun and the beaches in France or Spain?”, they ask.
“Well, you know, we're going to the Waorld Gliding Championships ..
they're being held at the airfield of Bayreuth, and will last for three weeks.

1t’s only a six hour drive from here”.

*You take the glider trailer behind your car all the way
to that place?”

That’s about the typical discussion when you start
talking abour holidays with people who don't have the
faintest idea of what gliding 15 all about.

Indeed. this sammer Christianne and T took the car
for a six hour drive to join the biggest gliding happening
of the world. It was the second time we've been to
Bayreuth and the eleventh time for me to fly in a World
Gliding Championship. Last year, we were also in
Bayreuth, flying in the Pre-World Competition. The com-
petition last year was under very difficult conditions, with
fots of weak blue weather, many scary gaggles ... and a
few mid-air sailplane collisions. As a result; there was a
lot of discussion about safetv, new rules to be formu-
lated, and a starement from the organizers that it would
all be different next year. So, we hoped for the best and
returned this year.

The Dutch Team

Because of the relatively low costs, we tried o go
with as many pilots on our team as possible. We expected
to be able to enter five pilots, hoped for six, but in the
end, we were allowed to enter seven pilots. As a result,
we flew with three pilots in Standard Class, three in 15-
Meter, and on¢ in Open Class. The Open Class pilot,
Gerrit Kurstjens, is about the only Open Class pilot there
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15 in Holland: The few other Open Class gliders are all
twio-seaters that do not compete in the Nationals. In
Standard Class, where [ have been for many years, I was
going to team fly with Rien Bastiaanse who was 4" in the
last European championships, and Martin Smit flying his
second World's. Two of us were {lying the LSEa and
Rien was flying the Discus 2B.

With so many pilots and crew, we came to almost 20
people in total, which presents a special challenge by it-
self. T don’t know how it 15 with SGC members, but
Dutch glider pilots are generally quite self-centered and
opinionated. Put a group of these people together for three
weeks and you can observe some interesting phenom-

enal of social behavior, In the past, we have had situa-

tions where pilots were no longer talking to each other,
or even to the extent of peaple trying the power of their
fist, resulting in one or two black eyes.

This time, we expected to solve the problem before-
hand, by appointing Riet Schuit as our team captain. She
is the best team captain anyone could hope to find. In
normal life she is the manager of the soaring operation at
Tocamwall in Australia, where they have a fleet of some
40 ships and guests from all over the world. For her, it
was a piece of cake to keep all these hard-driving pilots
and crewmembers under control and ereate an atmosphere
where cooperation flourished.
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The Organisation

In Germany there are about 30,000 glider pilots who
live within 500 km of Bayreuth. Many of these people
volunteered 1o spend their holiday at Bayreuth airfield,
helping to run the canteen, manage the grid, pilot the tow
planes and so on. In general, everything was very well
under control. although sometimes there was to much
control, which made the operation less tlexible. Towing
was a good example. The Dimonas motorghiders that
were used last year for towing were now replaced by 10
Polish-built Wilga's, which are specially-built for towing
gliders. With their enormous propellers they create a lot
of thrust, at least at low speed. making aceeleration on
the ground more like a winch Taunch. However, with the
gliders all filled with the maximum amount of water the
low speed has to beat least 130 kph. For the Wilga's,
this 15 approaching the speed where they can only fly
harizontally (i.e., cannot climb).

The grid was split in two, with the Standard Class on
one side of the field. The Wilga's were therg for us, so
we had the pleasure of Tong climbs with 0.5 to | mfs
climb rate, sometimes decreasing to minus when we pen-
etrated into sink, Even with 10 Wilga's available for just
the Standard Class alone, towing lasted forever. On aver-
age, it took about 1:20 between first take-off in our class
and the opening of the startline.

On one of the task days. towing started even though
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Now for R/C flyers, too!

Cloudstreet Arts specializes
inteas and sweaats for 7
glider mlots and ground
crews. Now RAC pilols can
alsotly their colors in
dynamic designs dedicated

to R/IC. Printed on the finest
quality 100% cotton tees
and cotton blend

sweaatshiris,

Short Sleeve 516
Long Sleeve $1a50
Sweatshirts $32

Sizes: S-M-L-X-XX

lift was still very minimal. Two gliders from 13-Meter
Class were towed into the hills southeast of town. The
tug pilots crossed the first ridge (and the release point )
just at the ridee level, continued straight shead, then
waived the gliders off at a point several kilometers into
the hills. After release, the gliders were only about 200
meters above ground, and only if they immediately headed
back to the airfield were they high enough to make it
back oul of the hills. One minute later, the Belgian and
Czech pilot's were already looking for a field to land out.
Luckily, there was one small ski slope where they could
touch down safely. The sad result of this mustake was a
skipped day for [5-Meter ¢lass, although the rest of the
pilots had a very nice, high speed flight on a 400 km task.
Most people agreed with the decision of the Jury (o can-
cel the day, Only the Competition Director{s) had diffi-
cullies m accepting the decision of the Jury

Tracking System

This was the first competition where 1 have seen a
tracking system operational. As some of you have per-
haps seen, it was possible to follow the tlying of about 14
pilots. more or less on-line on the Internet. The organiza-
tion had 14 boxes that included a GPS unit and a trans-
mitter. These boxes transmitted actual GPS information
to Bayreuth during flight; at a rate of about once a minute.
These data were displayed on a large screen after a small
time delay was applied. As a result, the people on the
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ground could clearly follow what was going on in the air.
The information was also put en the Internet directly.
This appears to be a very good possibility to make our
sport more visible for spectators. The boxes (weight
about 3 kg) were given to pilats in the top of the stand-
ings and could simply be installed in the luggage com-
partment. The internal battery appeared to be sufficient
for a full day of flying.

Rumors has it that plans are to have a box for every
pilot during the next World's. 1 suppose someone still
has to solve the financial problém, a3 they are over $2000
each.

One limitation to this kind of presentation is that the
tasks need to be of the cld fashioned speed type, along
fixed tumpoints. A view of a class flying Cat’s Cradle is
far less interesting, as it will result in a bunch of tracks
without a clear idea about who is in front.

High Speeds

The practice days and the first few days of the com-
petition were blessed with extraordinary weather.
Cloudbase between 2000 and 3000 meter, streeting cu-
mulus with 3 to 4 m/s lift. The average speed of the
winners in standard class were above 130 km/hr (80
miph}.

But after four competition days, our wanderful soar-
ing weather was over. Of the remaining ten days, we
could only fly another three with reasonable conditions.
Day 5 was a total land-cut, with many people landing in
the Czech Republic as time was running out. On that
day, I had my best achievement of the competition, where
I tied with a Swedish pilot for the longest distance.

A few days later, thunderstorms were already grow-
g rapidly during ake-off. Al the opening of the stant
line, all pilots began a long glide under the spread out of a
cu-nim, hoping to reach the cumulus on the other end. I
arrived there at about 200 meters above ground, with a
few fellow competitors. We made a few tumns, ranging
from decreased sink to zero sink, when I decided to Jand.
F had to backirack for a few kilometers to reach some
good fields, and when I wurned to base leg, I saw that the
other guys had tried longer and had obviously found some
lift. After landing, ] had one minute w-ask a farmer the
exact Jocation before heavy rain started to fall. When the
shower had pulled away, some local spectators came by
and the told me they had seen at least seven gliders circle
and fly away again before the rain came in. Grrroor.... |V
Was this going to be the end. Well, it turned out that only
3 pilots had achieved the minimum distance of 100 km,
and 12 were required to make it a valid 1ask. Big relief....1!

I assume there will be encugh stories in the official
magazines about the tasks we flew, so 1 will not bother
you with a repeat of this. Perhaps it is more interesting to
tell some more about my personal experience.

Personal Experience
Why did 1 get 8" place and not first? Good question!!
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I think I know at least part of the answer. First, the
average level of the pilot competing in the World’s has
ncreased dramatically over the last 20 years. Looking
back o 1978, when I started competing at WGC level,
we had classes with some 30 pilots, from which only a
few were really top class. Nowadays, though, half of the
class does pery well and it’s the small details that deter-
mine who is going to be a winner. When flying in big
gaggles, you see different pilots going in front every time
you start to cruise. [ know that I tend to leave thermals
very quickly when lift is decreasing, but in Bayreuth, T
observed that when I started thinking about leaving, ten
other pilots were already on their way.

Decisions ... that is what it’s all about. You make
decisions every 10, 20, 60 seconds. Most of them are
right, but a few end up to be wrong. Very often that is not
a problem, as the only effect is that you'll arrive a bit
lower in the next thermal, or other people arrive there
carlier. However, in every flight you have some major
decisions that have a dramatic effect on your result, A
very important one is the starting time. You go early be-
cause of expected difficult condition or even showers, or
you leave late to leap over and grab the early starters.

More important even are the tactical decision that you
must make when extremely difficult soaring conditions
occur. You go left and land out, or you can swruggle for
half an hour to stay airhome. You go right and find that
single good thermal that brings you into the good weather
again. These factors determine the outcome of the com-
petition:

The difficulty is to conirol your brain and let it think
the ripht way. 1 have leamed there are a few things you
can do about this. One of these is to know your state of
mind. Are you feeling well that day, or is it a day when
everything goes wrong? The risks you take on any given
day should fit to your actual state of mind for that day.
On a day with mixed feelings I take less risk, because I
realize that my assessment of risk is impaired and the
possibility for errors is high. Flying a competition after a
very busy period at work has a distinct effect on your
thinking, The same is true for emoticnal problems.

The result of this is that, out of a lot of pilots in a
competition who have the ability to win, only a few at
that moment have enough control to get to the top. 1
believe this mechanism also explains why a pilot can do
very well in one year followed by disastrous competition
next year

low To Limi

Many competition pilots find that there is one way 1o
at least limit the number of errors. Team flying is now
comnmon practice during the international competitions,

‘Within the team, important decisions are discussed first,

resulting in a significantly decreased risk for far-reaching
errors. There are more benefits of team flying, such as
quick centering of thermals, and less siress. But in my
opinion, the decrease in risk is the most important one.

Towfine, November, 1999




Corning back to the flying within our Standard Class
team, we started the task every day with the three of us
flying together. Although we had not practiced very much,
we were able to get quite a lot of advantage out of our
camwork. Due to differences in flyving style. we often
lost each other, or one of the three, somewhere out on
task. Muore practice in team {lying ahead of the competi-
tion would have given us the possibility to adjust flying
style to obtain a best fit in the team, with better results.
As a result, we achieved 8% 15" and 26"

In 15-Meter Class, the Dutch pilots tried to henefit
from each other in the same way. They got 39, 9%, and
17" Together with a fifth place in Open Class, overall
we were very happy with the result. The Nethertands is
only a small country, with 4,000 glider pilots, so we were
very proud of our Third Place position in the team rank-
ing, behind Germany and France.

Why Not World Champion Again??

To be honest, my preparation was not very optimal. 1
changed jobs this spring, which cost me a lot of energy
in the months preceding the Word’s. and this probably
had some effect on my decision making. To iron out the
erroneous mistakes, we did use the team tlying technique,
which was guite successful despite the lack of praciice.
However, we were simply not good enough.  So, after
this 11" Waorld Championship I do have to participatce in
the next one to see if 1 can achieve World Champion
Status again.

To Come To A Conclusion

It was again great fun to participate in'such an event,
to compete against the world’s best pilots in the air, and
o have a nice time with many friends on the ground.
The event Mmished without
damage to any glider. This
was not the result of new
safety-related rules, as
hardly anything changed, but Iu
mostly due to the weather =
conditions with Cu’s on ev-
cry day. That limited the
gaggle flying, although some
50-ship gagples could still be
observed once ina while. 1
think that was the best
achievement of the compe-
tition.

What about next year??
At the moment [ don’t know
yet!! Perhaps Ephrata in
July 22920297

I wish everyone in the
Sealtle Glider Council a good
start into the vear 2000

About TThe Author

Baer Selen is a familiar name o many SGC members,
as we were formunate enough 1o have him visit the Seattle
arca for several months in 1998, He works as an aerody-
namic specialist for DAF Trucks, a subsidiary of Paccar
in the Netherlands. and was wemporarily assigned 1o
Pacear’s test Facility at Mount Vernon 1o pass on his aero-
dynamics knowledge to the large vuck design folks.

In the Netherlands, Baer flies an LS8 in Standard
(lass.and is well-known by the contest letters “SB”. With
3.700 hours in sailplancs, he holds an FAI
Gold € badge, with three diamonds. He was Dutch Na-
tional Champion in 1996 and 1998, and won his first World
Champion title in his very first World Gliding Champion-
shipin 1978, Since then, Baer has represented The Neth-
erfands in very WGC, gaining his second World Cham-
pion title in 1991 in Uvalde. At WGC *97 in St Auban,
France, Baer placed 5™

As he hinted in the conclusion to his article, Baer is
pondering the possibility that he can return to the 1.5, in
the summer of 2000, to fly at Ephrata in the U.S, Sports
(lass Nagionals.
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All the best,
Baer Selen

Tomoline, Movember, 1999

Baer Selen, ready for a flight in Rov Clark’s DG-300, at Ephrata in May, 1998, If
all goes according to plan, Baer might fly in the 2000 Natienals in Ephrata,
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